. I

!1’
1& ]

F

NDSU ‘ EXTENSlON



NDSU  ExTENsION

Written by Tom Kalb, Extension Horticulturist
North Dakota State University Extension

Contact information:

Tom Kalb, Ph.D.

North Dakota State University
2005 N. Kavaney Drive, Suite A
Bismarck, ND 58501
tom.kalb@ndsu.edu

For more information on the North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials Program, go to
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/homegardenvarietyttials/.

This is an academic report published for educational purposes only. This project is supported by the North Dakota
State Board of Agricultural Research and Education.

December 2024

NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, color, gender expression/identity,
genetic information, marital status, national origin, participation in lawful off-campus activity, physical or mental
disability, pregnancy, public assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal relationship to current
employee, ot veteran status, as applicable. Direct inquiries to Vice Provost, Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main
201, (701) 231-7708, ndsu.coaa@ndsu.edu.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024



North Dakota
Home Garden Variety Trials

Table of Contents

Introduction 1

Summary of Results 5

Trial Reports 12
Vegetables
Bean, Green Bush (Blue Lake Superior and Tendergreen Improved) . . ... ... ... ... .. ... 12
Bean, Yellow Bush (Custard and Golden Goal) . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 15
Bean, Green Filet Bush (Compass and Grenada) . ... ... . ... ... ... ... ...... 18
Beet, Gold (Boldor and Golden Boy) . . .. .. .. .. 23
Beet, Red (Bohan and Boro) . ... 25
Carrot, Batly (Istanbu/ and Naval) . . .. ... .. .. . . i 29
Carrot, Large Nantes Organic (Carave/ and Negovia) ... ....... ... ... ... ...... 34
Carrot, Red (Red Sun and Rubypak). . .. ... ..o 39
Corn, Barly Super Sweet (Bo/t and Catalyst) .. ... ... ... i 41
Cotn, Midseason Super Sweet (Hero and Signature) ... ... .. .. ... ... ...... 43
Corn, Late Super Sweet (Crave and Kate). . . ... ... .. 45
Cotn, White Super Sweet (Eden and Natural Brigh?) . . ... .. ... .. .. ..o coo.. 47
Cucumber, Japanese (Sashimi and Summer Dance) . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 49
Cucumber, Pickling (Avenger and Super Max) ... ... . .. 54
Cucumber, Slicing (Gateway and Stonewall) ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . . .. 58
Cucumber, Snack (Green Light and Snack) .. ...... ... ... . . .. 60
Greens, Komatsuna (Green River and Malachas) .. ........ ... .. ... ... ... ... 66
Lettuce, Oakleaf (Bawer and Hampton) .. ... .. .. ... 69
Lettuce, Romaine (Bluerock and Sunland) .. ... .. ... ... .. ... . ... . . ... 71
Lettuce, Green Summer Crisp Otganic (Albachiara and Muir) ... ... ... ... ... 75
Lettuce, Red Summer Crisp Organic (Chrystal and Lovelock) ... ................. 79
Melon, Cantaloupe Eatly (Cleopatra and Goddess) . ....... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... 81
Melon, Cantaloupe Open-Pollinated (Dakota Sisters and Irogunois). .. ........... .. ... 84
Okra, Green (Buffalo Bill 91 and Clemson Spineless 80) ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .... 86

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024



Table of Contents (continued)

Pumpkin, Midsize Orange (Hawk and Spartacus) . ...... ... .. ... ... ... ... .... 88
Pumpkin, Large Orange (Everest and Geming) ... ... . .. ... .. 90
Pumpkin, Gray (Blue Doll and Blue Ice) ... ... .. i 92
Pumpkin, White (Abominable and Stella Luna) ... ...... ... ... .. ... . ... ... .... 95
Squash, Gray Zucchini (Hurakan and Mexicana) . ........... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... 97
Squash, Green Zucchini (Dunja and Kefren) ... ... ... .. .. i i 99
Squash, Yellow Summer Otrganic (Butterfingers and Goldfinch) ... ................ 102
Squash, Orange Kabocha (Madonna and Sunshine) .. ... ... ... ... ... ... . .... 104
Squash, Specialty Kabocha (Pink Panther and Speckled Hound) ... ................ 108
Squash, Spaghetti (Pinnacle and Primavera) ... ....... ... ... ... ... .. ... ..... 110
Swiss Chard, Mixed Colors (Bright Lights and Celebration) . ..................... 112
Tomato, Bright Red Heirloom (Crimson Sprinter and Wisconsin 55) .. .............. 114
Tomato, Determinate Heitloom (Manitoba and Sheyenne) .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... 116
Tomato, Small Fruit (Juliet and Red Torch) .. ... ... oo 122
Watermelon, Red (Jamboree and Sweet Dakota Rose) .. ........ ... ... . ... ...... 124
Watermelon, Red Seedless (Dark Knight and Sweet Dawn) . ... ... ... ... .. 128
Flowers
Marigold, Yellow Cutting (Giant Yellow and Mary Hedge Yellow) .. ................ 130
Sunflower, Fluffy (Greenburst DMR and Just Cragy) . ....... ... .. .. .. .. ... 133
Sunflower, Gold Branching (Concert Bell and Golden Ray) ... ..... ... ... ... ... 135
Sunflower, Gold Single-Stem (ProCut Bravo and ProCut Orange DMK) .. .......... 137
Sunflower, Bicolor Dwarf (Little Tiger and Timies) ... ... .. .. ... ... . .. ... .. 139
Sunflower, Double-Petal Dwarf (Baby Bear and Teddy Bear) . ................... 141
Sunflower, Gold Dwartf (Junior and Swiley) . ... ... .. .. . .. . .. . .. ... 143
Sunflower, Yellow Dwart (Munchkin and Yellow Pixcie) .. ....... .. ... .. ... ... 145
Zinnia, Flaming (Lava Lamp and South of the Border) . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. .. 146
Zinnia, Fruity Dessert (Fruity Beauty and Peach Cobbler) .. ... ... . ... ... ... .. 150
Zinnia, Pink (Blushing Bride and Strawberry Parfait) . ... ... . .. .. ... . ... .. .. 152
Zinnia, Purple and Yellow Dessert (Blueberry Cheesecake and Lemon Meringue) . . . . . . . 156
Appendixes
Welcome Letter . ... ..o 159
Example of Evaluation Form . ....... ... ... . i 160
Acknowledgements . ... ... 161
Recommended Vegetable Cultivars for North Dakota . . ............. ... ... ... 165

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024



Introduction

The First Step to Success

The first step in growing a successful
garden is to select a superior variety.

Gardeners who sow superior varieties
can grow plants that yield abundantly, resist
diseases, and produce quality food/
flowers. Gardeners who sow inferior
varieties are headed for frustrations. No
matter how hard they work in the garden
they may have disappointing results.

The benefits of selecting superior
varieties for gardens are great. The
National Gardening Association (NGA)
estimates approximately one-third of
households in North Dakota grow a
vegetable garden.' This indicates there are
approximately 100,000 households in
North Dakota with vegetable gardens.

There are significant economic benefits
to gardening. A survey of community
gardeners in Bismarck showed each
household saved an average of $105 on
produce expenses per year.” Extrapolated
statewide, these findings suggest that
gardeners in North Dakota save millions
of dollars each year by growing some of
their own vegetables.

There is an important public health
dimension to gardening. Vegetables and
fruits are nature’s richest source of
micronutrients, minerals and dietary fiber.
A diet rich in vegetables and fruits is
associated with a decreased risk of obesity
and certain chronic diseases including

! National Gardening Association. 2008. Personal
communication with Bruce Butterfield, Market
Research Director.

*North Dakota State University Extension Service. 2016.
Personal communication with Kelsey Sheldon,
Burleigh County Program Assistant.

> Moore, L.V., EE. Thompson and Z. Demissie. 2017.
Percentage of youth meeting federal fruit and
vegetable intake recommendations, Youth Risk
Behavior Surveillance System, United States and 33
states, 2013. J. Acad. Nutr. Diet. 117(4): 545-553.

*Lee, S.H., L.V. Moore et al. 2022. Adults meeting fruit
and vegetable intake recommendations—US, 2019.
MMWR Morbidity Mortality Weekly Report 71:1-9.

cardiovascular disease, diabetes and some
cancers. Nevertheless, only 7.3% of adults
and a lower percentage of children in
North Dakota eat the recommended
amount of vegetables for a healthy diet.>*

We need to eat more vegetables—
growing a productive garden can help with
this.

A limited amount of vegetable research
is conducted at research stations in North

Dakota. These plots provide insight into the

characteristics of vatieties, but they do not
test varieties under actual home gardening
conditions. The environment at a field

research station is dramatically different than

at a home garden:

* The soils at field reseatrch stations are
similar to soils at a farm: relatively
fertile and undisturbed. Soils in a
backyard garden are intensively
managed and have been highly
disturbed from home construction
and land grading activities.

* Trials at stations utilize tractors, large-
scale irrigation equipment and
herbicides. Backyard gardeners use
shovels, hoes (maybe a roto-tiller),
garden hoses and watering cans.

* Trials conducted at stations are out in
full sun. Many home gardens have
shade for at least part of the day.

The Bottom Line

To identify superior varieties for gardeners,

it makes sense to determine which varieties
perform best in gardens under the
management of gardeners.

Goals

This program has four major goals:

1. Gardeners will be introduced to new
varieties.

2. Gardeners will identify superior
varieties of vegetables and flowers.
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3. Gardeners will grow more
productive gardens and enjoy
healthier diets.

4. Youth will develop skills in science,
eat healthier diets, and enjoy
increased levels of physical activity.

Selecting Varieties

Seed catalogs are carefully studied to
identify varieties that are widely available
and appear promising for North Dakota.
In many situations, a promising new variety
is compared with a variety that is widely
grown in the state.

Preparation of Seed Packets

Seeds are ordered in bulk from seed
companies. Seeds are then packed into coin
envelopes. Labels containing sowing
instructions are affixed onto packages.
These instructions include variety name,
vegetable/flower type, time to plant, and
recommended spacing for sowing and
thinning, Most seeds are untreated; the
most likely exceptions are some sweet corn
or melon varieties. No genetically modified
organism (GMO) varieties are used.

Distribution of Seeds

A limited number of tomato trials were
offered for free in eatly spring,

Other trials were available in April.
Gardeners could choose up to eight of
these trials for $1.50 each with a total
postage fee of $5.50. A single free trial
was offered to many new participants.

Each gardener signed a pledge before
receiving seeds, promising to grow and
evaluate the varieties fairly.

Besides seeds, gardeners received
simple yet detailed instructions on laying
out their plots (Appendix 1). Gardeners
received row markers and evaluation
sheets (Appendix 2). We encouraged a 10-
foot plot length for obtaining
representative data, but container
gardening was allowed.

Fig. 1. Gardeners sowing their research plots.

Gardeners were responsible for
managing their crops (Fig. 1). This included
fertilizing, watering, mulching, and using
pesticides. They were encouraged to use
their own practices so the varieties were
tested under home garden conditions.

Gardeners were asked to submit their
results after the first killing frost. Results
could be submitted online or via mail to
NDSU for analysis.

Weatherin 2024

The growing season began with wet
weather in spring that delayed planting (Fig,
2).

In summer, temperatures were fairly
normal. Rainfall was inconsistent and less
than desired but not unusual for our state.
(The average annual precipitation in North
Dakota is about 17.5 inches, with higher
levels of precipitation coming in the east
and lower levels in the west.) Drought was
not a factor this year.

Extremely warm temperatures in

September and October provided valuable

time for most of the late-sown crops to
mature.

Frosts came very late in fall. Most
gardeners received their first frost 2 to 3
weeks later than normal.
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Fig. 2. Statewide monthly temperatures and precipitation amounts in normal years (1901-2000) and 2024. Rainy
conditions in April and May delayed plantings. In summer, temperatures were relatively normal. Rainfall was
inconsistent and less than desired but not unusual for our state. Extremely warm temperatures in September and
October provided valuable time for most of the late-sown crops to mature. Frosts arrived 2 to 3 weeks later than normal
in fall. Source: NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information.

Participation in 2024

In 2024, gardeners at 365 sites submitted
results from their trials. Results from 1,645
research trials were submitted. Data were
obtained in 48 of the state’s 53 counties
(Fig. 3). Our trials extended into Manitoba,
Minnesota, Saskatchewan and South
Dakota.

A pleasant finding of this program has
been the quality of research conducted by
home gardeners. These families

demonstrate extraordinary enthusiasm in

this project. They carefully fill out report Key MN - 21
forms and provide insightful comments. SD-15
We especially appreciate their comments - - |:| MB-1
on food quality, which is rarely assessed in 8+ sites 4to7sites  1to3sites SK-1

variety trials conducted at research stations.
Fig. 3. Gardeners at 365 sites submitted results in 2024. Site

numbers are shown above for each county.

Compiling Data

Gardeners compared the two varieties in Trials with inconsistent data, damaged
each trial for germination rate, plant health, — extensively from pests, or were grown in a
earliness, yield and quality of harvested manner that one variety received better
product. We asked them which of the two  growing conditions than the other (typically
varieties they preferred and which of the more sun) were eliminated from analysis.

varieties they would recommend to other
gardeners (Appendix 2). Comments were
strongly encouraged.
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Presentation of Results

Ratings, recommendations and comments
of each gardener are presented in this
publication. Reports are categorized by the
varietal preferences of the gardeners. For
each trial, we start with the reports of
gardeners who preferred “Variety A” and
then later present the reports of gardeners
who preferred “Variety B.”

Garden type (organic or inorganic)
was documented. We asked gardeners
whether or not they used inorganic
fertilizers (for example, Miracle-Gro or
10-10-10) or inorganic pesticides (for
example, Sevin or Daconil). Most
gardeners did not, and they are listed as
“organic” in this report.

Impacts
These reports are separated by location G
~ ~ ardeners are
going from east to west (see illustration Evaluations of our project show gardeners
below). We start with Minnesota, go to in this project are introduced to new introduced to
northeast North Dakota, across the central varieties and enjoy more productive new varieties.
regions of the state to southwest North gardens and healthier diets. They enjoy
Dakota, and then include reports from Youth in this project sharpen their skills ~ more
other states and provinces. Regions in in science. Youth enjoy healthier diets and productive
North Dakota were identified by increased levels of physical activity. gardens and
considering landforms, soil types, length of . )
growing season and rainfall patterns. Impact reports are posted on our healthier diets.
website https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/
Then we provide the ratings of each homegardenvarietytrials/.
variety. Gardeners rated each variety on a
scale of 1 to 10. These ratings are shown
using a five-star format. Each rating point
equals a half star; thus a rating of “8” by
the gardener would show as “tririfriris.”
We document whether the gardener
recommends the variety. A positive
recommendation is shown by a smiling
face and a negative recommendation is
shown by a frowning face.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota
east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation = s NC = North Central
Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
(1 to 10) N N < SW = Southwest
Variety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Summary of Results

A team of volunteers in North Dakota and
surrounding states/provinces evaluated promising
vegetable and cut flower varieties. Gardeners at 365
sites submitted results this yeat. They rated varieties for
health, earliness, yield and food/ornamental quality.
Reports of 1,645 side-by-side comparisons were

submitted.

In each report, they noted which of the two
varieties they preferred (Pref) and which of the

- A

varieties they would recommend (Rec) to other
gardeners. They had the option of recommending
one, both or neither of the varieties in each trial.

The gardeners rated the performance of each
variety using a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 = poor and 10
= excellent. The preference and recommendation

percentages as well as mean ratings for each variety are

trial.

presented below along with our conclusions for each

Pref Rec
Bean, Green Bush Variety (%) (%) Rating
Tendergreen Improved plants were motre productive, healthier B. Lake Superior 37 69  7.29
and sprawled more. Blue Lake Superior plants were upright, Tendergreen Impr. 63 83 8.03
compact and sturdy. Blue Lake beans are famous for their (43 sites)
quality, but Tendergreen Inmproved matched its quality.

Pref Rec
Bean, Yellow Bush Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties produced good crops of delicious beans. Custard 58 89 7.26
Custard produced much earlier and higher yields in more Golden Goal 4278 7.30
gardens. Gardeners were impressed with the quality of (28 sites)
Golden Goal pods; its pods were golden, straight and smooth.

Pref Rec
Bean, Green Filet Bush Variety (%) (%) Rating
Compass germinated better, had healthier plants, produced Compass 63 75 7.38
first, and had a very high yield per plant. Grenada germinated ~— Grenada 37 44 5.58
poortly across sites; the reason for this is unknown but (56 sites)
disappointing. Both varieties produced slim, tasty beans.

Pref Rec
Beet, Gold Variety (%) (%) Rating
Most gardeners preferred Golden Boy. 1t germinated better at ~ Boldor 46 62 06.77
most sites. Bo/dor received higher scores for the look of its Golden Boy 54 77 692
roots. Golden Boy received higher scores for the taste of its (22 sites)
roots. Yields of the two varieties wete similar.

Pref Rec
Beet, Red Variety (%) (%) Rating
These varieties received similar ratings for yield and root Bohan 53 86 8.07
qualities. Both varieties grew well. They were great for Boro 47 72 7.68
pickling and eating fresh. Bohan was a very reliable producer (61 sites)
across sites and was recommended by more gardeners.

Pref Rec
Carrot, Early Variety (%) (%) Rating
Naval and Istanbul grew well and produced similar yields of Istanbul 32 80 7.65
quality carrots. Naza/ roots were blunt tipped, more uniform,  Naval 68 85 8.20
more attractive and tasted sweeter. Iszanbul roots were (59 sites)
pointed, longer and more subject to breaking during harvest.

5
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Pref

Rec

Carrot Large Nantes Organic Variety (%) (%) Rating
Caravel produced a higher yield at more sites. Its roots were Caravel 63 85 8.10
beautiful, large, very uniform and straight. Motre gardeners Negovia 38 71 7.68
preferred the taste of Caravel. Negovia performed well but (71 sites)
did not excel in any trait. Both varieties had strong tops.

Pref Rec
Carrot, Red Variety (%) (%) Rating
Rubypak produced higher yields. Its roots were more Red Sun 0 50 6.25
attractive and better tasting compared to the roots of Red Rubypak 100 88 7.25
Sun. BEvery gardener preferred Rubypak over Red Sun. Red (8 sites)
carrots in general were not very popular among growers.

Pref Rec
Corn, Early Super Sweet Variety (%) (%) Rating
Bolt was impressive. It germinated better than Cafalyst in the — Bolt 73 80 7.74
cool, wet soils we experienced this spring. Bo/# was ready to Catalyst 27 40  6.53
harvest earlier and produced higher yields at more sites. (22 sites)
Both varieties produced good yields of ears that tasted good.

Pref Rec
Corn, Midseason Super Sweet Variety (%) (%) Rating
Neither variety generated much excitement. Their ratings Hero 42 60 6.09
were okay but not very impressive. Signature was preferred Signature 58 55 06.41
by most gardeners. Signature produced a higher yield at more (29 sites)
sites. Both varieties were susceptible to wind damage.

Pref Rec
Corn, Late Super Sweet Variety (%) (%) Rating
Kate excelled in all traits. Kaze germinated better. Its stalks Crave 20 40 593
were stronger, mote vigorous and more productive. Kate was — Kate 80 73 7.73
delicious. Its ears were well filled out and tasted better than (16 sites)
Crave. Most gardeners did not recommend Crave.

Pref Rec
Corn, White Super Sweet Variety (%) (%) Rating
Eden germinated far better than Nazural Bright. Its stalks Eden 78 67 7.78
were healthy, sturdy and produced higher yields. Eden Natural Bright 22 44 544
received higher ratings for ear qualities. Nazural Bright did (9 sites)
not excel in any trait; most gardeners did not recommend it.

Pref Rec
Cucumber, Japanese Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties were impressive. They produced cucumbers Sashimi 44 69 7.42
that were crisp, tasty, thin-skinned and had few seeds. Sashimi ~ Summer Dance 56 78  7.69
produced the first cucumbers. Summer Dance had vigorous (63 sites)
vines that produced higher yields at more sites.

Pref Rec
Cucumber, Pickling Variety (%) (%) Rating
Avenger and Super Max vines were healthy and produced Avenger 33 71 7.24
excellent yields. Avenger produced the first fruits, but Super Super Max 67 79 7.81
Max produced higher yields at more sites. Super Max (46 sites)
cucumbers were uniform, crunchy and tasty.

6
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Pref

Rec

Cucumber, Slicing Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners split evenly on their preferred variety. Gardeners ~ Gateway 50 71 6.52
liked the fruit quality of both varieties. Their fruits were Stonewall 50 67 6.81
crisp and sweet with small seed cavities. The vines were (27 sites)
healthy. Stonewall produced higher yields at more sites.

Pref Rec
Cucumber, Snack Variety (%) (%) Rating
The vines of both varieties were healthy and produced Green Light 47 81 7.70
abundantly. Their fruits had good flavor and crunch. Green Snack 53 78 7.66
Light has excelled in our trials for years, but Swack matched (76 sites)
it in earliness, yield and fruit quality traits.

Pref Rec
Greens, Komatsuna Variety (%) (%) Rating
Many trials experienced major infestations of flea beetles. Green River 57 59 6.56
Green River had healthier plants and higher yields at more Malachai 43 52 6.22
sites. Nearly all gardeners never grew komatsuna before, and (30 sites)
many of them reported the greens were too bitter in taste.

Pref Rec
Lettuce, Oakleaf Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners liked both varieties and rated them similarly for Bauer 46 79 T7.79
most traits. Bauer resisted bolting better and produced higher =~ Hampton 54 79 7.36
yields at more sites. Gardeners who preferred Hampton often (14 sites)
mentioned its crisp and flavorful leaves.

Pref Rec
Lettuce, Romaine Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties were healthy, productive and resisted bolting; Bluerock 52 83 7.89
Many gardeners preferred the look of Bluerock. Its heads Sunland 48 87 791
were large, beautiful and bright green. Many gardeners (53 sites)
preferred the smooth, slightly sweet taste of Sunland.

Pref Rec
Lettuce, Green Summer Crisp Organic Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties produced well and resisted bolting, Most Albachiara 42 76 793
gardeners preferred Muir. Muir was ready to harvest earlier Muir 58 83 8.17
and produced a larger crop in more gardens. ~A/bachiara (47 sites)
leaves were darker green, crisp and flavorful.

Pref Rec
Lettuce, Red Summer Crisp Organic Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners liked both varieties. Chrystal germinated better, Chrystal 72 84 7.63
was healthier, grew faster and produced more abundantly. Its  Tovelock 28 80 6.75
plants had ruffled leaves and looked prettier. Both varieties (26 sites)
tolerated heat; Lovelock showed greater resistance to bolting,

Pref Rec
Melon, Cantaloupe Early Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties had healthy vines but only fair yields. Growers — Cleopatra 48 62 697
were evenly divided on which variety had superior fruit Goddess 52 76 6.93
quality. Goddess melons ripened earlier than Clegpatra melons, (41 sites)
and Goddess was recommended by more gardeners.

7

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024



Pref

Rec
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Melon, Cantaloupe Open-Pollinated Variety (%) (%) Rating
Dakota Sisters germinated better, ripened eatlier, produced Dakota Sisters 78 72 T7.44
higher yields and had better flavor. Melons of both varieties ~ [roquois 22 44 594
were fairly small in size. Yields were reduced due to the cool, (26 sites)
wet spring conditions. Irognois did not excel in any trait.

Pref Rec
Okra, Green Variety (%) (%) Rating
Buffalo Bill 91 matured eatlier and produced mote pods. Its Buffalo Bill 91~ 69 100 8.38
pods wete deep green, very attractive and stayed tender. Clemson Sp. 80 31 62 7.08
Clemson Spineless §0 has always done well in our previous (15 sites)
trials, but it was overmatched by Buffalo Bill 91.

Pref Rec
Pumpkin, Midsize Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties produced dark orange, beautiful pumpkins. Hawk 32 74 7.30
Their semi-bush vines were surprisingly vigorous. Spartacus Spartacus 68 89 8.00
pumpkins turned orange sooner, and it produced a higher (27 sites)
yield. Spartacus fruits were rounded; Hawsk fruits were taller.

Pref Rec
Pumpkin, Large Variety (%) (%) Rating
Everest pumpkins were larger and judged to be more Everest 55 87 7.55
attractive by more gardeners. Gardeners were expecting Gemini 45 78 7.36
larger fruits from both varieties. Both varieties were (28 sites)
susceptible to powdery mildew.

Pref Rec
Pumpkin, Gray Variety (%) (%) Rating
Blue Doll pumpkins were larger, and gardeners loved the look  Blue Doll 57 83 7.25
of its deeply ribbed fruits. B/ue Ice ripened earlier and Blue Ice 43 79 06.75
produced a higher yield at more sites. The pumpkins of both (26 sites)
varieties were wonderful for decorating and cooking,

Pref Rec
Pumpkin, White Variety (%) (%) Rating
Abominable germinated better and matured earlier. It Abominable 79 89 8.00
produced more fruits and bigger fruits. ~Abominable pumpkins  Stella Luna 21 26 4.84
were true white with beautiful, contrasting dark green (22 sites)
handles. The performance of Stlla Iuna was disappointing.

Pref Rec
Squash, Gray Zucchini Variety (%) (%) Rating
Mexcicana produced an earlier harvest and higher yields Hurakan 30 45 7.55
overall. Mexicana fruits were more attractive to many Mexicana 70 91 8.18
gardeners. A few gardeners noted the mild flavor of (12 sites)
Hurakan, but most gardeners did not recommend the variety.

Pref Rec
Squash, Green Zucchini Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners rated Dunja and Kefren similarly for all traits. Theit ~ Dunja 57 78 7.77
vines were compact with an open habit, making them easy to  Kefren 43 85 7.54
harvest. Yields were abundant. Dunja vines were extremely (31 sites)
productive and stayed healthy late into the growing season.
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Pref Rec
Squash, Yellow Summer Variety (%) (%) Rating
The vines of both varieties were healthy and productive. Butterfingers 69 93 7.85
Most gardeners preferred Butterfingers. Its vines produced the — Goldfinch 31 71 7.15
first fruits. Many gardeners felt Butterfingers fruits were more (15 sites)
attractive and tasted better than Goldfinch fruits.

Pref Rec
Squash, Orange Kabocha Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties were productive, but the yields of Madonna Madonna 53 76 7.67
were amazing, Gardeners liked the beautiful, orange-red Sunshine 47 73 748
color of the fruits of both varieties. Madonna fruits were (35 sites)
usually slightly smaller in size and good for single servings.

Pref Rec
Squash, Specialty Kabocha Variety (%) (%) Rating
The fruits of both varieties were good for decorating and Pink Panther 60 83 7.50
cating. Gardeners especially liked the green and orange Speckled Hound 40 83  7.20
splotchy rinds of Speckled Hound. Every gardener with a taste (16 sites)
preference preferred Pink Panther. Yields were similar.

Pref Rec
Squash, Spaghetti Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties performed well. Their fruits were uniform in ~ Pinnacle 44 88 7.63
shape, size and color. Pinnacle ripened eatlier at more sites. Primavera 56 76 7.56
Primavera produced higher yields at more sites. Taste (21 sites)
preferences were evenly split among the varieties.

Pref Rec
Swiss Chard, Mixed Colors Variety (%) (%) Rating
Bright Lights outshone Celebration in all respects. Bright Lights Bright Lights 74 92 8.92
germinated better, grew faster and produced a higher yield. Celebration 26 64 7.42
Its leaves were more colorful. Nearly all gardeners who (27 sites)
expressed a taste preference preferred Bright Lights.

Pref Rec
Tomato, Bright Red Heirloom Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners were pleased with the health and yields of both Crimson Sprinter 44 70 7.20
varieties. Most gardeners preferred Wisconsin 55. Wisconsin 55 Wisconsin 55 56 80 7.20
fruits were larger and had robust flavor. Crimson Sprinter got (15 sites)
off to a quick start and produced the first fruits.

Pref Rec
Tomato, Determinate Heirloom Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties had compact plants yet produced good yields. ~ Manitoba 68 65 7.10
Manitoba vines were healthier, produced earlier and Sheyenne 32 57 6.46
produced more fruits. More gardeners preferred the taste of (75 sites)
Manitoba. Sheyenne did not excel in any measured trait.

Pref Rec
Tomato, Small Fruit Variety (%) (%) Rating
Yields wete prolific. [uliet produced tomatoes eatlier and Juliet 56 47 7.47
produced more tomatoes overall. Gardeners were excited by ~ Red Torch 44 65 7.71
the flame-looking stripes on Red Torch fruits. Gardeners were (22 sites)

split on their taste preferences.
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Pref

Rec

Watermelon, Red Variety (%) (%) Rating
Sweet Dakota Rose produced the first melons and had higher Jamboree 21 52 5.6
yields. The melons of Sweer Dakota Rose were especially Swt Dakota Rose 79 72 6.59
sweet, flavorful and crisp. Gardeners liked the taste, larger (40 sites)
size and classic, oblong shape of Jamboree melons.

Pref Rec
Watermelon, Red Seedless Variety (%) (%) Rating
Several gardeners struggled with the germination and Dark Knight 22 44 6.67
transplanting of these varieties. Sweet Dawn matured eatlier, Sweet Dawn 78 67 7.11
had bigger and more attractive melons, and tasted very (20 sites)
sweet. Most gardeners did not recommend Dark Knight.

Pref Rec
Marigold, Yellow Cutting Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties grew vigorously and produced large, beautiful Giant Yellow 57 80 8.00
flowers until frost. Giant Yellow plants grew slightly taller and ~ Hedge Mary Yell. 43 74 7.97
bloomed earlier at most sites. Its blooms were bright yellow (39 sites)
while the blooms of Hedge Mary Yellow were golden yellow.

Pref Rec
Sunflower, Fluffy Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties received high ratings from gardeners. Most Greenburst DMR 38 75 7.94
gardeners preferred Just Cragy. They loved the informal, Just Crazy 63 81 8.19
ragged look of its flowers. Greenburst DMK plants were taller, (24 sites)
healthier and produced more blooms at more sites.

Pref Rec
Sunflower, Gold Branching Variety (%) (%) Rating
Golden Ray stalks were taller, sturdier and bloomed earlier. Concert Bell 41 67 741
Golden Ray flowers were larger and more abundant. The Golden Ray 59 78 7.82
flower spikes of both varieties made fabulous bouquets and (22 sites)
wete great in cut flower arrangements.

Pref Rec
Sunflower, Gold Single-Stem Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties grew consistently well. ProCut Bravo was ProCut Bravo 53 87 7.87
healthy, vigorous and grew slightly taller. It bloomed earlier ProCut Orange 47 80 7.40
at more sites. More gardeners felt ProCut Bravo blooms were (18 sites)
prettier compared to the blooms of ProCut Orange DMR.

Pref Rec
Sunflower, Bicolor Dwarf Variety (%) (%) Rating
Tinies germinated much better, grew taller, bloomed earlier Little Tiger 46 54 592
and produced more flowers. The bright red and orange Tinies 54 85 7.23
blooms of Little Tiger stood out in gardens. In contrast, the (15 sites)
blooms of Tinies appeared in soft and muted colors.

Pref Rec
Sunflower, Double-Petal Dwarf Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners loved the cute, fluffy flowers of both varieties. Baby Bear 57 93 8.43
Baby Bear rated higher than Teddy Bear in all traits. Baby Bear Teddy Bear 43 79  6.64
germinated better, bloomed earlier and produced more (17 sites)
flowers. Baby Bear blooms were pollenless; good for cutting;

10
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Pref Rec
Sunflower, Gold Dwarf Variety (%) (%) Rating
Swmiley germinated better, was healthier, and looked prettier Junior 36 67 6.83
to most gardeners. Junior bloomed earliet. Junior flowers were ~ Smiley 64 75 7.25
bright, and they lasted long as a cut flower. Several gardeners (13 sites)
were surprised how short these varieties were.

Pref Rec
Sunflower, Yellow Dwarf Varicty (%) (%) Rating
Munchkin germinated better, grew taller, produced more Munchkin 71 71 7.29
flowers and was much prettier overall. Lewon Pixie lacked Yellow Pixie 29 43 5.43
vigor and was a disappointment. Most gardeners did not (9 sites)
recommend Lenon Pixie.

Pref Rec
Zinnia, Flaming Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both mixes were easy to grow, bloomed prolifically and Lava Lamp 49 87 8.38
made wonderful cut flowers. Their flower colors were bold So. of the Border 51 81 8.15
and bright. South of the Border bloomed eatlier at more sites; (56 sites)
it had a greater variety of colors including some bicolors.

Pref Rec
Zinnia, Fruity Dessert Variety (%) (%) Rating
Gardeners enjoyed both mixes. These mixes contain many Fruity Beauty 53 89 8.47
of the same varieties, and they performed similarly. The Peach Cobbler 47 89 8.21
tlowers of Fruity Beanty were vibrant while the flowers of (22 sites)
Peach Cobbler came in a greater variety of pleasing colors.

Pref Rec
Zinnia, Pink Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both mixes were pretty. The plants were tall and healthy, Blushing Bride 57 83 8.15
producing many blooms. Blushing Bride grew robustly, and its Strawberry Parfait 43 83  7.78
blooms had a blend of soft and charming colors. The colors (48 sites)
of Strawberry Parfait flowers were brighter and more intense.

Pref Rec
Zinnia, Purple and Yellow Dessert Variety (%) (%) Rating
Both varieties produced loads of beautiful flowers. Blueberry Cheese. 66 91 8.47
Gardeners loved the purple, lavender and white colors of Lemon Meringue 34 78 7.81
Blueberry Cheesecake. Lemon Meringne had full, large blooms (42 sites)
with sturdy stems. These mixes attracted a lot of pollinators.

11
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Bean, Green Bush

Varieties

Blue Lake Superior

54 days. New! Plants are sturdy, upright and
productive. Famous Blue Lake flavor.
Canning/freezing,

Tendergreen Improved

53 days. High yields of tender, smooth,
straight pods. Very popular for fresh use/
freezing,

Data
Gardeners at 43 sites submitted information.

BL. Tendergr.

Trait Superior Impr.  Same
Germinated best 15% 46% 38%
Healthier plants 17 46 37
Harvested eatlier 17 54 29
Higher yields 23 40 37
More attractive pods 31 31 37
Tasted better 23 23 49
Preference 37 63
Recommend (©) 69 83

Mean score! 7.29 8.03

Median score' 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Blue Lake Superior
sirdriniry © @
7l © MN
Blue Lake Superior produced first. Its plants

were bigger and more vigorous. Its pods
were more evenly shaped.

Blue Lake Superior
Tendergreen Impr.

Blue Lake Superior 107riririris © 4
7 ¥irinint ® SE
Blue Lake Superior had superior taste, yield
and look. We did not enjoy the taste of
Tendergreen Improved. Possibly we picked just a
little late as they seemed to be rubbery and
soft much faster than the Blue Lake Superior
pods.

Tendergreen Impr.

7iirdiiny O &
cirfririrs © SE

Blue Lake Supetior
Tendergreen Impr.

Blue Lake Superior pods looked more
attractive and tasted better.

sirinininy © @
7irdrdrlrs © SE

Blue Lake Superior
Tendergreen Impr.

It was a tough year growing beans from seed
in the garden with all the rain we had. Some
of the beans had to be resown due to the
rain and clay soil we have. Blue Lake Superior
had a higher yield and its pods were more
attractive.

ofririninlr © §
7irirdnint © SE
Both varieties had excellent yields and
handled heat well. Blue Lake Superior had a
long production season that went through
September. Blue Lake Superior had nice,
slender, small beans; it was a great tasting
bean.

Blue Lake Supetior
Tendergreen Impr.

Blue Lake Superior 1077ririris © [@
sinirdrirs ® NC
Blue Lake Superior tasted better and had more
attractive pods.

Tendergreen Impr.

ofrirdninlr ©
sirinininy © NC
Blue Lake Superior produced earlier and a
higher yield overall. Tendergreen Inproved

Blue Lake Supetior
Tendergreen Impr.

produced longer.
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Most
gardeners
preferred
Tendergreen
Improved. It
produced
earlier and
higher yields
in more
gardens.

Best green
bush bean
varieties

Top choice
Jade

Strong
performers
Annihilator
Antigua
Bush Blue
Lake 274
Derby
Espada
Homerun
Lewis
Pike
Provider
Red Tail
Strike
Tendergreen
Improved
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Prefer Blue Lake Superior
(continued)

Blue Lake Superior 9 © &

® 8C
Both grew very well; neither had any disease
or pest issues. The first harvest of Tendergreen
Improved was on July 27, 2 days before Blue
Lake Superior. Both varieties produced around
13 pounds of beans. Both had large harvests
from late July to mid-August and then slowed
down considerably until mid-September. B/ue
Lake Superior pods were more green, and 1
slightly preferred the taste of them. Blue Lake
Superior plants stayed upright, with less
foliage to hunt through for the beans,
opposed to the Tendergreen Inmproved plants
which continued growing throughout the
season making it even more of a challenge in

Tendergreen Impr. 6

finding the beans in the sprawling plants.
Overall, I was quite pleased with Blue Lake
Superior while Tendergreen Improved was not
particularly noteworthy.

Blue Lake Superior 8 © &

Tendergreen Impr. 7 © SC

Tendergreen Improved plants were motre
productive but very leggy. I needed a fence to
hold the plants up. Blue Lake Superior plants
were was more compact. Its beans were
much straighter and looked nicer.

Blue Lake Superior 4 © |

® SC

The pods of Blue Lake Superior were darker.
When canned, they held the same great color.

Tendergreen Impr. 3

Blue Lake Superior 9 © &

© SwW
Blue Lake Superior plants were healthier and
more productive. Blue Lake Superior pods
were more attractive.

Tendergreen Impr. 8

Blue Lake Superior 9 © @

© SW
Both varieties grew well. I did have a deer
problem, but the plants of both varieties
kept thriving. Blue Lake Superior produced

more.

Tendergreen Impr. 8

Blue Lake Superior 9 © =

© SW

Blue Lake Superior produced an earlier and
heavier yield despite not as many of its plants

Tendergreen Impr. 7

germinating,
Blue Lake Supetior 7 ©O BE
Tendergreen Impr. 6 ® SW

Blue Lake Superior germinated better, was
healthier and produced the first yield. Total
yields and pod qualities were similar.

Prefer Tendergreen Improved
© m
© MN

Tendergreen Improved produced longer and had
less issue with white mold.

Blue Lake Superior 6
Tendergreen Impr. 9

Blue Lake Superior 8 © &
Tendergreen Impr. 10 ©

Tendergreen Improved produced better.

Blue Lake Superior 5 © =
© NE

Tendergreen Improved had cute purple flowers.

Tendergreen Impr. 6

Blue Lake Superior 5 ® @

© SE
Tendergreen Improved produced beans 5 to 7
days earlier. Its plants were a lighter shade of
green, taller, fuller and more productive. Its

Tendergreen Impr. 7

pods were more attractive, more substantial
and larger. The pods of both varieties tasted
bland.

Blue Lake Superior 7 © =
Tendergreen Impr. 8 © SE
Tendergreen Improved had a little more
production.

Blue Lake Superior 8 © |
Tendergreen Impr. 10 © SE
Tendergreen Improved had great taste and
produced well.

Blue Lake Superior 9 © &
Tendergreen Impr. 10 © SE

Tendergreen Improved was faster to yield. These
two varieties were the best green beans ever.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Blue Lake
Superior
plants were
upright,

compact and

sturdy. The
plants of
Tendergreen

Improved were

larger, more
vigorous,

healthier and

sprawled
more.
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Prefer Tendergreen Improved
(continued)

Blue Lake Superior 5 ® -
© SE

Tendergreen Improved sprouted up slightly
quicker. Both had near 100% germination.
Higher yields and better taste made the
Tendergreen Improved a clear winner! Its pods
were more tender and sweet.

Tendergreen Impr. 10

Blue Lake Superior 8 ® &

© NC

Tendergreen Improved had smaller pods, which I
like. Both vatieties yielded well.

Tendergreen Impr. 9

Blue Lake Superior 6 © |

© sC

Tendergreen Improved produced eatlier and
tasted better.

Tendergreen Impr. 8

Blue Lake Superior 9 © &

© sC

Tendergreen Improved had a better germination
rate.

Tendergreen Impr. 10

Blue Lake Superior 8 © |

© 8C
Tendergreen Improved produced very late into

the growing season. Its plants continued to
look very healthy.

Tendergreen Impr. 9

Blue Lake Superior 7 © &

© sC

The Tendergreen Improved plants grew taller and
had very pretty purple flowers; it was very
striking when they started flowering among
all the beans we had planted. Bean
production and taste was the same between
the two varieties. I preferred both varieties in
last year’s trials (Homerun and Caprice) to these
varieties. They had longer and more attractive
pods.

Tendergreen Impr. 9

Blue Lake Superior 4 © &

© 8C
Tendergreen Improved plants were much larger,
tuller and healthier. Tendergreen Improved had a
longer production time. The pods of both
varieties were tasty, uniform and straight.

Tendergreen Impr. 8

Blue Lake Supetior 7 ® I

© sC

Tendergreen Improved pods were more uniform

Tendergreen Impr. 10

in size, more tender and better tasting.

© @
© sC

Blue Lake Superior tasted so amazing, but its
pods were much smaller and the plants were

Blue Lake Superior 6
Tendergreen Impr. 9

much less productive compared to Tendergreen
Tmproved.

Blue Lake Superior 6 ® &

© NW
Tendergreen Improved had noticeably better

Tendergreen Impr. 9

germination and more vigor. It produced the
first yield.

Blue Lake Superior 8 ® @

© NW

Tendergreen Improved had a higher germination

Tendergreen Impr. 10

rate. Its pods wete crispy and tasted good.

® @
© SW
Tendergreen Improved germinated better (25 vs.
9 seedlings for Blue Lake Superior); however,
both varieties produced the same yield. Both
varieties tasted good but Tendergreen Improved
had the best flavor.

Blue Lake Superior 6
Tendergreen Impr. 9

® @
© SD

Tendergreen Improved had great plants and

Blue Lake Superior 4
Tendergreen Impr. 7

beans. I loved them for canning]

No Preference

. ® -
- ® MN

The varieties had an artificial, no flavor taste.

Blue Lake Superior
Tendergreen Impr.

Conclusions

Most gardeners preferred Tendergreen Improved.
It produced eatlier and higher yields in more
gardens. The plants of Tendergreen Inmproved
were larger, more vigorous, healthier and
sprawled more. Blue Lake Superior plants were
upright, compact and sturdy. Blue Lake beans
are famous for their quality, but gardeners in
this trial rated the pod quality of these
varieties equally.
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Blue Lake
beans are
famous for
their quality,
but gardeners
in this trial
rated the pod
quality of
these varieties
equally.
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Bean, Yellow Bush

Varieties

Custard

55 days. Slendet, beautiful, bright yellow pods
are produced continuously. Delicious.
Golden Goal

63 days. New! Golden pods are beautiful and
straight. Vigorous plants and good yields.
European.

Data

Gardeners at 28 sites submitted information.
Golden

Trait Custard Goal  Same

Germinated best 25% 14% 61%

Healthier plants 36 11 54

Harvested earlier 56 19 26

Higher yields 48 19 33

More attractive pods 26 37 37

Tasted better 27 19 54

Preference 58 42

Recommend (©) 89 78

Mean score! 7.26 7.30

Median score' 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Custard

Custard 7irdrdriny © &
Golden Goal cirtridriy © MN

Ciustard had healthier plants and produced the
first beans. Bugs ate holes in the leaves of
Golden Goal plants.

Custard 10%drirdrdr © &
Golden Goal odrdrdrinl; © NE

Both varieties were good and I would like to
grow them again next year. Custard grew a bit
better initially. Both varieties yielded well over
an extended time which I didn’t expect.

Custard strdrirdry © F
Golden Goal 7irirdlrs © NE
Both varieties were good producers and had

good quality pods. The pods were very good
for fresh eating and pickling;

sirirdiriny © &
it ® SE

Custard
Golden Goal

Both varieties germinated very well, but
Custard was slightly better. The pods of both
varieties developed mold, more-so with
Golden Goal. Yields were similar in carliness
and amount. Custard pods were bright yellow
and looked healthy. Golden Goal pods wete a
bit dull in color. We enjoyed the taste of
Custard more.

Custard strdnirdry © -
Golden Goal 7irdrirlrt © SE

Custard produced eatlier and more consistent
yields.

Custard 10%drirdrdr © &
Golden Goal sirirdiriny © SE
We enjoyed both varieties and got three

harvests from each. Custard produced a
higher yield. The difference in taste wasn’t

significant.
Custard 10¥rdinirdrd © &
Golden Goal odrdrdrdnl; © NC

We loved these yellow bush beans. Both
varieties were prolific producers. Custard had
healthier plants by a very slim margin and
slightly more attractive pods. Custard
produced more at the beginning of the
season and Golden Goal produced more
toward the end.
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Both varieties
were healthy
and produced
good crops of
delicious
beans. Their
pods were
good for both
fresh eating as
well as
pickling.

]
Best yellow
bush bean
varieties

Top choice
Custard

Strong
performers

Carson
Gold Rush
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Prefer Custard (continued)

Custard 10 © &
Golden Goal 6 ® NC

Custard germinated better, produced larger
plants and pods, and produced more pods
per plant. Both were tasty, but Custard pods
seemed to have a little more substance.

Custard 10 © &
Golden Goal 5 ® SC

Custard produced three times the yield and
matured a few days earlier.

Custard 8 ®) &
Golden Goal 7 ®) SC

Custard produced earlier and had more
attractive pods.

Custard 10 © 1]
Golden Goal 8 © SC

Custard pods were straight (better for
pickling), the flavor was fresh, and the flesh
was crisp. Both varieties yielded well.

Custard 3 © &
Golden Goal 2 ® SW
Both varieties performed poortly in newly
established raised beds. Custard had slightly
more production and showed greater
tolerance of extreme heat and winds.

Custard 8 ®) 1]
Golden Goal 7 ®) SD

I was very happy with both varieties. They
both had good yields. Custard had nice, long
pods and a little better yield. I also planted
Cherokee Yellow and these two varieties
outyielded it.

Custard 8 ®) 1]
Golden Goal 7 © SD

Custard germinated better, had healthier
plants and higher yields.

Custard 10 © &
Golden Goal 9 ® MB

The plants of Golden Goal turned yellow and
stopped producing while the plants of
Ciustard continued to have green leaves and
produced a decent fourth picking;

Prefer Golden Goal

Custard 9
Golden Goal 10

Both varieties were good growers and
producers. Golden Goal had darker yellow,
straight, smooth beans. In a blind taste test,
Golden Goal was the winnet.

© m
© MN

Custard 6 ® &
Golden Goal 9 © NE
Golden Goal was more flavorful.

Custard 7 © -
Golden Goal 8 © NE

I loved both varieties. Golden Goal produced
the first yield.

Custard 5 ®) x
Golden Goal 6 ®) SE

Golden Goal rated higher in all traits.

Custard 8 ®) 1]
Golden Goal 9 ®) SE

Golden Goal had a little better flavor.

Custard 7 ® &
Golden Goal 9 ®) SE

Golden Goal tasted better. Its yellow flesh was
sweet and had good texture. Custard had a
less sweet taste and a coarser texture. Custard
produced eatlier and higher yields.

Custard 1 ® 1]
Golden Goal 4 ® SE

Neither variety did well. Golden Goal gave us
one meal of beans. Custard did not produce.
Maybe they had too much rain and cloud
cover early in the season.

Custard 6 © &
Golden Goal 7 © NC
Golden Goal pods were more attractive.

Ciustard plants were healthier and produced
higher yields.

Custard 8 ®) 1]
Golden Goal 10 © SC

Golden Goal had higher yields and more

attractive pods.
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Custard
produced
much earlier
and higher

yields in more

gardens.
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Prefer Golden Goal (continued)
Custard oEEEEL O &
Golden Goal  101riririrsr © SC
Both varieties had high yields. Custard

produced slightly eatlier. I liked the straight
pods of Golden Goal.

Custard
Golden Goal

sEEEELY O &
10EEEds O SK

Both varieties did well. Golden Goal had long,
straight pods that were easy to pick and
tasted good. Golden Goal produced a higher
yield.

Conclusions

Both varieties were healthy and produced
good crops of delicious beans. Their pods
were good for both fresh eating as well as
pickling. Custard produced much earlier and
higher yields in more gardens. Gardeners
were impressed with the quality of Go/den
Goal pods. The pods were golden, straight

and smooth.

Gardeners
were
impressed
with the
quality of
Golden Goal

pods. The pods

were golden,

straight and

No Preference smooth.
Custard sEdrEEy © &
Golden Goal sEEEET © SW
These varieties were literally identical in all
criteria. They were both very satisfactory
producers and worked well in pickling as well
as fresh eating;

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

Recommendation

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety

B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless. | 6omments

i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

= Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
Variety A wrirdrde \ © ‘{
Variety B R ® NC
N Location

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Bean, Green Filet Bush

Varieties

Compass

54 days. Pods are slim, smooth and attractive.
Good flavor. Plants resist diseases.

Grenada

58 days. High yields of dark green, slender,
6.5-inch pods. Crisp and delicious. Plants
resist diseases.

Data

Gardeners at 56 sites submitted information.

Trait CompassGrenada Same
Germinated best 77% 7% 16%
Healthier plants 42 13 45
Harvested earlier 65 19 15
Higher yields 67 14 20
More attractive pods 27 31 41
Tasted better 27 31 41
Preference 63 37
Recommend (©) 75 44

Mean score’ 7.38 5.58

Median score! 8.00 6.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Compass

SHEEELT O &
Grenada SEHEEN © MN
Morte than half of Grenada either didn’t
germinate or died very eatly on. Compass

pods tasted fresher. The pods of both
varieties were small, and some of the Compass

Compass

pods curled tighter or had uneven shape.
Plants of both varieties were very petite for a
green bean. I was impressed with the
enormous yield of both varieties. They had
more pods on the plants than I think I have
ever seen on a green bean. The yield made it
difficult to harvest as it seemed like the pods
were in huge clumps so you couldn’t just pick
one or two pods. I seemed to just grab the
whole clump and often ended up removing
blooms as well. Compass had way more plants,
which led to higher yields.

Compass

10 ddnirl © 1]

SR ©
Both were yummy and productive, but I
preferred Compass because of its slightly

Grenada MN

better germination and higher production.
Both varieties had good yields. Grenada had
shinier, smoother and tastier pods.
Compass swEry © 1]
3w © NE
Some of the Grenada seedlings germinated
but their leaves were cither eaten or wilted. I
tried to reseed and the same thing happened.
Only a few seedlings survived. Compass had

Grenada

better germination and thus better yield.

Compass 108 arargrs © &
Grenada 28Tnae ® NE
Compass had near 100% germination; Grenada
had less than 10% germination. Compass
plants were more vigorous and produced
significantly more beans. Only two Grenada
plants survived to produce beans.

SHEEELT ® &
oy ® NE
Grenada had very poor seed germination with
less than 10% emergence. None of these

Compass
Grenada

plants were harvested. Compass grew well but
I didn’t like the ultra-thin pods that were
tough skinned.
Compass ofrinirirly © &
sgErEEEiy O NE
Compass had slightly more flavor and
germinated better.

Grenada

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Compass
germinated
much better,
had healthier
plants,
produced first,
and had a very
high yield per
plant.

|
Best green
filet bush
bean
varieties

Top choice
Crockett

Strong
performers
Maxibel

Serengeti
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Prefer Compass (continued)

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 1 ® SE

The Compass beans were the best I have ever
grown, so I'll definitely plant them again!
Grenada did not sprout at all for me.

Compass 8 © &
Grenada 5 ® SE

Only a few Grenada plants germinated but
they produced a lot of yield. About 70% of
the Compass seeds germinated. The yield and
flavor of Compass was amazing,

Compass 8 © 1]
Grenada 4 ® SE

Compass germinated better and produced the
first yield. Its pods tasted better although the
pods of both vatieties were very good.

Compass 9 © &
Grenada 7 ® SE
Compass grew better and produced more
beans.

Compass 9 © &
Grenada 3 ® SE

Grenada didn’t germinate well. We got far
more plants from Compass.

Compass 9 © 1]
Grenada 1 ® SE

Compass had great tasting, tender beans. It
produced a beautiful crop. Only two
seedlings of Grenada germinated.

Compass 9 © &
Grenada 2 ® SE

Compass germinated much better: 31 plants
vs. 5 for Grenada. Grenada germinated so
pootly I questioned whether it was going to
come up at all. Compass plants were earlier
and more robust, and many more plants
obviously meant much higher yields. Grenada
had really nice, plump pods, but there were
hardly any of them due to extremely poor
germination.

Compass 8 © &
Grenada 6 © SE

Compass had better pods and germinated
faster. Growing conditions in spring included
too much rain for my clay soil.

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 5 ® SE

I'loved the beans of Compass. They were thin
and there were so many on each plant. Its
yields were longer lasting, Grenada germinated
poorly.

Compass 8 © &
Grenada 4 ® NC

The Grenada beans sprouted eatlier, but yields
were low. The Compass plants were late to
fruit, but flushed out two really nice,
bountiful harvests. They likely would have
produced a third harvest had I planted them
eatlier [trial was sown June 2|. Compass was
just a heartier, tastier bean overall. I would
love to plant these earlier in the year next
yeat. Compass is a great bean for North
Dakota.

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 8 ® NC

Compass germinated first and produced the
first yield. Compass produced a huge yield.
Compass pods were beautiful and slender. The
pods of both varieties tasted very good.

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 7 ® NC

Compass is a keeper! We will be planting them
again in the future for sure! Compass is
possibly the best filet bean we’ve tried to
date. They germinated far better than
Grenada. Compass produced yields at least 2
weeks before Grenada and produced much
higher yields over a longer period of time.
We preferred the more slender pods of
Compass, and they tasted better than Grenada
to us.
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Grenada
germinated

poorly. It is not

clear if this
poor
germination
was due to a
bad batch of

seeds or if this

is an inherit
weakness of
the variety.
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Prefer Compass (continued)

Compass 8 © &
Grenada 6 ® NC

Compass had a germination rate of 67%
compared to 17% for Grenada. Both varieties
had healthy plants that produced long, thin,
very tasty pods. Grenada produced first but
Compass produced higher yields overall. 1
shated the beans with others who felt the
beans were very similar to each other in look
and taste. Most people became instant fans
of filet beans.

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 6 ® SC

Compass plants germinated better, had
healthier plants, produced first, and had a
very high production per plant. Only five
seedlings of Grenada emerged.

Compass 8 ® &
Grenada 6 ® SC

Bunnies ate the Grenada seedlings. I reseeded
and they did great. My bean crop was a
disappointment. I did not have a steady, good
yield. Nor did they produce much. I will
grow filet beans in the future but not these

varieties.
Compass 2 © &
Grenada 1 ® SC

Only six seeds of Compass germinated.
Grenada had no germination. The Compass
pods were long, thin, straight and very tasty.
There was a nice yield on the few plants.

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 9 © SC

I liked both varieties. Their beans were
straight and slim. I liked the straight beans of
Compass and the green color of Grenada.
Yields were very similar with Compass
producing just slightly earlier.

Compass 10 © &
Grenada 9 © SC

Both varieties grew exceptionally well. The
plants were healthy and produced lots of
beans. Compass pods tasted a little better and
their skin was a little thinner.
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Compass 8 © &
Grenada 2 ® SC

Poor production with Grenada. Only four
plants emerged. Virtually all the Compass
plants came up. Compass plants were easier to
harvest. Compass had a decent second harvest

in fall.
Compass 10 © &
Grenada 1 ® SC

Both varieties
produced slim,

Only one Grenada seed germinated. Compass
produced a good yield and its pods were

e small- to
Compass 9 © & medium-sized,
Grenada 7 © SC tasty beans.

Grenada had very poor germination for me,
so a comparison of the yields won’t be
accurate. I am simply assuming a low-quality
batch of seeds for Grenada. Both varieties
produced very slim, small- to medium-sized,
tasty beans. One of my favorite attributes of
both varieties is, if for some reason I didn’t
get around to harvesting them in a timely
manner, the ability of the beans to be left on
the plants for at least a few days or more and
they would maintain their size without
growing overly large with the beans swelling
to the point where they aren’t all that
pleasant to eat, such as the case with many
other bush green beans. Compass plants
remained upright and compact resulting in
ease of access to harvest the beans. In the
future, for a filet bean I’'m going to most
likely stick with the tried-and-true Crockert
which you’ve recommended and has become
a favorite of mine.

Compass 3 ® -
Grenada 1 ® NW
The skins of the pods for both varieties were
tough.

Compass 9 © &
Grenada 1 ® NW

Compass germinated at near 100% compared
to 2% for Grenada.
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Prefer Compass (continued)

Compass 8 © 1]
Grenada 7 © SW
Deer got to these plants, but they thrived and

kept trying to produce. Yields of the varieties
were similar. Compass pods had slightly better

flavor.
Compass 8 © &
Grenada 6 ® SW

Just over half the seeds germinated. This
could be due to pressure from birds. Compass
had amazing yields.

Compass 7 © 1]
Grenada 4 ® SD

1 thought Compass performed much better. It
had better germination, blossoms and yields.
I would not plant these varieties again
because their yields are small compared to
regular beans.

Prefer Grenada

Compass 7 © &
Grenada 8 © MN

The seed quality and germination on the
Grenada was very poor. Only 20% of Grenada
grew compared to 85% for Compass. The
poor germination resulted in a slower start
tor Grenada. The greater space between
Grenada plants may have affected pod size
and overall production. Grenada pods had
better flavor and were longer.

Compass 5 © &
Grenada 7 © MN

Only one seedling of Grenada emerged.
Compass produced more yield but Grenada
produced more yield per plant. Grenada kept
producing well into September. Grenada pods
were more filled out, longer, crisper and had
more flavor.

Compass 8 ® 1]
Grenada 9 © SE

Compass germinated first with very good
vigor and uniformity. Compass had twice as
many plants. The taste of Grenada was far
superior to Compass. It did not matter that the
yield of Grenada was lower. Taste is what
matters.

Compass 1 ® 1]
Grenada 6 © SE

Compass didn’t thrive in my garden. Very few
of its seeds germinated.

Compass 4 ® 1]
Grenada 6 ® SE

The pods of both varieties were tough even
after cooking. We did not care for these
varieties. Grenada pods were more tender and
had better flavor. Grenada only had three
plants emerge. Compass had fair germination;

not great.
Compass 4 ® &
Grenada 6 ® SE

Neither variety was very impressive. Grenada
tasted bettet. Compass had small and hollow
pods. Our standard filet variety Crockett was
supetior to both of these varieties.

Compass 7 © 1]
Grenada 8 © SE

Many Grenada seeds wete cracked. This was
the poorest green bean seed quality I've ever
seen. Compass had exceptional seed quality. In
my planting on May 11, 23 plants emerged
for Compass and only 4 plants emerged for
Grenada. A second planting on June 9 showed
Compass with superior germination by a 2:1
margin. Compass produced a higher yield (12.5
pounds compared to 7.0 pounds for Grenada)
but a lower yield per plant (0.34 pounds
compared to 0.64 pounds for Grenada). We
taste-tested multiple times and the vast
majority of us preferred Grenada. I'm giving
Grenada the benefit of the doubt that its seed
quality was a fluke this season.

Compass 8 © 1]
Grenada 9 © SE

Grenada pods had better taste, smoother skin
and were nice looking, Compass germinated
better and produced a higher yield.

Compass 5 ® 1]
Grenada 6 ®) SE

These beans were tiny. We didn’t realize they
were full size until they wete overripe.
Grenada had better flavor than Compass. Both
varieties did yield well.
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Some
gardeners
noted they
have evaluated
filet bean
varieties in the
past, most
notably
Crockett, that
were superior
to both of
these
varieties.

21



Prefer Grenada (continued)

Compass 3 ® 1]
Grenada 8 © SE

Grenada produced more and better looking
beans.

Compass 7 © &
Grenada 8 © SE

I preferred the flavor and texture of Grenada.

Compass 6 © &
Grenada 7 © NC

Compass grew better and produced a higher
yield, but Grenada tasted better.

Compass 6 ® &
Grenada 10 © NW

Grenada had better germination and yield.

Compass 6 ® &
Grenada 7 ® NW

Only four plants came up for Grenada. The
germination of Compass was better but still
sparse. There were lots of beans on the
plants that did come. Grenada had a nicer
looking pod and was a little better tasting;

Compass 8 © 1]
Grenada 9 © SW

Grenada plants stayed healthy, produced
longer, and produced a higher yield overall.
The beans of both varieties were skinny,
long, and made delicious pickled beans.

Compass 2 ® Bz
Grenada 5 ® SW

Both didn’t germinate well but Compass barely
germinated at all. We planted both three
different times and had the same result.
Grenada plants were healthier, but the plants
of both varieties were short. The pods were
three-fourths the size of the plants. Grenada
produced 1 week earlier and produced a
couple more pods on each plant. Grenada had
straighter and slightly longer pods. Although
Grenada outperformed Compass, we
recommend Crockett for a filet bean. Almost
all Crockett seeds germinated; its plants were
healthier and more productive.

Compass 7 ® &
Grenada 8 © SW

Both varieties had small beans. Grenada had
larger bean pods, and they wete very tasty. 1
did have problems with deer and the dry
growing season.

Compass 5 © &
Grenada 6 © SW

Grenada pods had better color, shape and
more “bean” flavor.

Compass 9 © &
Grenada 10 © MB

Compass produced very small pods which
were more difficult to pick. The pods of
both varieties were tasty.

No Preference

Compass 4 ® 1]
Grenada 4 ® SE

I had issues with germination with both
varieties. There was little difference between
the varieties. Both varieties produced small
filet beans and they tasted similar.

Compass - - .y
Grenada - - SC

The germination rates of both varieties were
so bad there were not enough plants of
either variety to make any kind of judgment.

Compass 1 ® &
Grenada 1 ® SW

I was very disappointed in these varieties as
neither germinated even after three plantings.

Conclusions

Compass germinated better, had healthier
plants, produced first, and had a very high
yield per plant. Grenada germinated poorly. It
is not clear if this poor germination was due
to a bad batch of seeds or if this is an inherit
weakness of the variety. Both varieties
produced slim, small- to medium-sized, tasty
beans. Some gardeners noted they have
evaluated filet bean varieties in the past, most
notably Crockett, that were superior to both
of these varieties. The bottom line is most
gardeners recommended Compass but most
gardeners did not recommend Grenada.
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The bottom
line is most
gardeners
recommended
Compass but
most
gardeners did
not
recommend
Grenada.
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Beet, Gold

Varieties

Boldor

55 days. Dark golden beets. Sunny yellow
flesh keeps its color when cooked. Sweet
flavor.

Golden Boy

60 days. Bright yellow, globular roots with
high sugar contents. Light-green leaves grow
upright, staying clean.

Data

Gardeners at 22 sites submitted information.
Golden

Trait Boldor Boy  Same

Germinated best 17% 56% 28%

Healthier plants 13 33 53

Harvested eatlier 15 23 62

Higher yields 33 33 33

More attractive roots 38 23 38

Tasted better 8 46 46

Preference 46 54

Recommend (©) 62 77

Mean score! 6.77 6.92

Median score' 7.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Boldor

Boldor girdniriry © &
Golden Boy Ty ® SE

We grew these two varieties in a raised
garden bed. We saw better germination of
Boldor with greater yield and moderately sized
roots. The beets were harvested and brought
to a presentation at the Finley Senior Citizens
where members participated in a taste test.
The members preferred the taste of Golden
Boy over Boldor. We preferred Boldor overall
due to better germination rates, higher yield,
sweeter taste and more attractive roots.

Boldor
Golden Boy

il © &
cirtriry © SE

Boldor plants were larger and its roots were
ready to harvest slightly eatlier. The plants of
both varieties were healthy but were slow to

Srow.
Boldor 4T ® &
Golden Boy 2%ty ® SC

I can’t explain why these didn’t grow. I've
usually had great success with beets, but even
my Detroit Dark Red beets are small this year.
Boldor at least had a couple beets that grew 2
inches or more in diametet. Boldor roots were
slightly better looking,

Boldor sirdnininy © &
Golden Boy 7irirdniry © SC

Boldor roots had sweeter taste and brighter
colot.

Boldor sty © &
Golden Boy 1 ® NW

Boldor germinated at 100% compared to 30%
tor Golden Boy.

Boldor sirirdiriny © &
Golden Boy cirirdn'ry © SW
Boldor produced higher yields.
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Boldor
received
higher scores
for the look of
its roots.
Golden Boy
received
higher scores
for the taste of
its roots.

]
Best
gold beet
varieties

Top choice
Touchstone

Gold

Strong
performers
Boldor
Burpee’s
Golden
Golden Boy
Yellow Suntise
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Prefer Golden Boy

Boldor 7érirdirir © &
Golden Boy IEEEEL © NE
Golden Boy was more flavorful and had higher
yields.

Boldor oErErE: © &
Golden Boy 10drirdrdrdr © SE
Golden Boy tasted better.

Boldor SHEELLH ©® &
Golden Boy 7Téiririry © SE

Golden Boy germinated better, was easier to
grow and tasted better.

Boldor CHEETL ® &
Golden Boy IEEEEL © SE
Golden Boy beets were bigger and better.

7R

OfrirErr

Boldor ® &
Golden Boy © SW

Golden Boy roots looked smoother and had
nice flavor.

Boldor CHEETL ® B
Golden Boy owEEE © SW
Golden Boy had better yields.

Boldor SHEEELT © &
Golden Boy owEEE © SK

Golden Boy produced a higher yield and I liked
its flavor better. Boldor roots had a smoother
texture which was nice.

Conclusions

Most gardeners preferred Golden Boy. 1t
germinated better at most sites. Bo/dor
received higher scores for the look of its
roots. Golden Boy received higher scores for
the taste of its roots. Yields of the two
varieties were similar.

Most
gardeners
preferred
Golden Boy. It
germinated
better at most
sites.

Key to Site Reports

(reports are presented from
east to west)

Recommendation

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

Garden types
i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers

E- Uses inorganic pesticides

- = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
Variety A frirdrde” © ‘{
Variety B . . ® NC
N Location

X Comments

Locations

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials -

2024
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Beet, Red

Varieties

Bohan

53 days. Grows vigorously even under
stressful conditions. Sweet, very smooth
roots.

Boro

50 days. Flavorful, dark red, smooth roots
grow quickly. Popular for baby beets. Strong,
disease-resistant tops.

Data

Gardeners at 61 sites submitted information.

Trait Bohan Boro  Same

Germinated best 22% 17% 61%

Healthier plants 21 12 67
Harvested earlier 29 30 41
Higher yields 32 29 39
More attractive roots 27 22 51
Tasted better 28 19 54
Preference 53 47
Recommend (©) 86 72
Mean score’ 8.07 7.68
Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Bohan

Bohan 7riririr © &
Boro Stririny ® MN
Boban germinated at a higher rate and
produced twice the yield compared to Boro.
The roots of these varieties looked very
similar and had a nice color. I liked the taste
of Bohan better.

Bohan ofriririrl: © &
Boro siriniriry © NE
Boban had slightly bigger beets.

Bohan 10drininirdr © &
Boro ofrirdrirly © NE
Bohan roots were more flavorful and
attractive.

Bohan

cErdrlrTry © &
Boro ity ® NE

Boban had good quality beets and overall
plant health. This trial was planted in a poor
part of our garden so the plants struggled.

Bohan ofriririrl: © &
Boro siriniriry © NE
These varieties were very similar. Bohan roots
had a uniform size.

Bohan sirirdniny © b
Boro sdrdnlnirdy ® SE

Bohan thrived better than Boro. It had better
looking plants, produced first and yielded
more. The tastes of these varieties were
similar, but Boban tasted slightly better.

Bohan sirirdndiny © &
Boro Tiririrlr ® SE

Boban tasted a tish better.

Bohan cirlrily ® 11}
Boro st ® SE

I do not recommend either variety. They had
the fewest and pootrest quality leaves of any
red beets I have ever grown. Boro had almost
no green leaves. I planted 6 feet of row of
each variety. Boro produced 4.2 pounds (42
plants) compared to 3.8 pounds (41 plants)
for Bohan. Boro roots were rounder, smoother
and more uniform. My wife and I preferred
Boban based upon its flavor and greater
sweetness.
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These varieties
received
similar ratings
for yield and
root qualities.

Best
red beet
varieties

Top choice

Red Cloud

Strong
performers

Bohan

Bull’s Blood

Cylindra

Detroit Dark
Red

Eagle

Early Wonder
Tall Top

Merlin

Red Ace

Sweet Dakota
Bliss
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Prefer Bohan (continued)

Bohan 9 ®) 11
Boro 8 ®) SE

Both varieties had very good germination.
Their plants looked beautiful. Boro roots were
larger and smoother. Bohan roots had some
scab but tasted slightly sweeter.

Bohan 10 © &
Boro 9 © SE

Both were such excellent varieties! Bohan had
slightly bigger beets. I was super impressed
how well both of these did, and they
germinated so well. This was an excellent
yeat for beet production.

Bohan 8 © &
Boro 6 ® SE

Boban germinated faster and had healthy
leaves. It produced bigger and earlier beets.

Bohan 9 ®) i
Boro 7 ® SC

Boban roots were larger and more flavorful.
The plants of both varieties were both very
healthy. Boro was ready to harvest first, but
both varieties were ready eatlier than
expected. Bohan was sweet and full flavored,
but Boro seemed to make better pickles.

Bohan 9 © )
Boro 8 © SC

Boban produced bigger, better tasting roots.

Bohan 10 © 1]
Boro 3 ® SC

Boban grew and produced very well. I picked
it earlier. Its roots had a sweet taste and
pickled well. Boro did not grow well. Its plants
and roots stayed very small.

Bohan 10 ®) i
Boro 5 ® SC

Bohban had beautiful plants and roots. Even if
allowed to grow big, Bohan roots were not
woody at alll

Bohan 10 ®) i
Boro 6 ® SC

Boro struggled to grow. It almost seemed
stunted.

Bohan 8 ®) i
Boro 5 ® SC

Boban yielded 33 pounds; Boro yielded 27
pounds. Bohan roots were definitely sweeter.
This trial was conducted in a high tunnel.

Bohan 5 ®) i
Boro 1 ®) SC

Neither variety produced beets of any size.
All beets were 2 inches or less in diameter.
Boban was better. The problem was likely our
attempt at no-till in our clay soil.

Bohan 9 © 1]
Boro 8 © SC

Boban produced a higher yield. Boro roots
looked more attractive. Both varieties were
great for pickling or eating fresh.

Bohan 6 © )
Boro 5 © NW

1 was very impressed with both varieties but
preferred Boban because it tasted so delicious
when roasted in the oven. Both varieties had
lovely, green tops all summer and were easy

to grow.
Bohan 7 © 1]
Boro 6 © NW

We loved these beets. Boban plants were
healthier and produced higher yields. Boro
produced the first yield.

Bohan 10 © .y
Boro 7 © NW
Boban produced larger roots more quickly
than Boro. This led to higher yields for Boban.
Both varieties produced beautifully round,
symmetrical beets with great colot. Bohan
beets were sweeter and less earthy in flavor.

Bohan 10 © .y
Boro 8 ®

Boban produced a higher yield.

Bohan 10 © .y
Boro 9 © SW
I had very good germination and harvested a

lot of beets. Bohan had larger roots. These
varieties tasted the same.
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Bohan was a
very reliable
producer

across sites. It
was
recommended
by more
gardeners
than Boro.
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Prefer Bohan (continued)

Bohan 9 ®) 11
Boro 7 ®) SW

Boban germinated quicker, produced the first
yield, produced a higher yield and was more
attractive. I preferred the taste of Boban, but
both varieties had good flavor.

Bohan 9 © 1]
Boro 8 ® SD

Both varieties had very productive plants
with good flavor. Boban was just a tidbit
better.

Bohan 10 © &
Boro 9 ® MB

Both varieties were vigorous. They produced
delicious beets and greens. Some Boro beets
developed ridges when they exceeded 5
inches in diameter. This made peeling them
more time consuming,

Prefer Boro

Bohan 8 © 1]
Boro 9 © MN

Both are good varieties. Boro had nicely
shaped beets.

Bohan 4 ® i
Boro 5 ® SE

Both varieties were pretty blah. I usually sow
Detroit Dark Red and prefer that variety. Boban
and Boro were slower to grow and not as tasty
as Detroit Dark Red.

Bohan 9 © 1]
Boro 10 © SE

Boban emerged out of the ground first, but
Boro had a better stand and was more
uniform. Both varieties did excellent in the
cool days/nights of early summer. Boro
plants had a great canopy, and despite the
very dry summer, its roots were huge. I
wasn’t able to notice any difference in the
taste of the varieties.

Bohan 9 ®) i
Boro 10 © SE

Boro had attractive roots and vegetation. Its
roots had a very smooth texture.

Bohan 8 ® -
Boro 10 © SE

Boro plants grew better and produced the first
yield. The sweet taste of Boro roots left me
wanting another slice while Boban roots had a
more earthy aftertaste. Boban produced
almost twice the yield of Boro.

Bohan 8 © i
Boro 9 ®) NC
Boro looked better.

Bohan 9 ®) i
Boro 10 ®) NC

Both varieties germinated very well. Boro had
larger beets sooner. We liked the fact that you
got beets to use really early. We liked the
sweeter flavor of Boro.

Bohan 8 © 1]
Boro 10 © NC

Both varieties germinated very well with the
rain this year. The plants were huge and tall.
The beets were 4 inches or larger in diameter
by the end of July. The beets were nicely
shaped. Boro had larger roots, much larger
yield and tasted sweetet.

Bohan 7 ®) 1]
Boro 9 ®) NC

Boro was delicious. Its roots had an earthy,
tuller taste compared to Bohan.

Bohan 8 © .y
Boro 10 ®) NC

Boro produced bigger beets. Boban beets were
smaller and peeling them was a hassle.

Bohan 7 © i
Boro 8 © NC
Boro was ready to harvest eatlier. I grow beets

to make beet pickles. Earlier beets meant I
could get pickles done eatlier.

Bohan 8 ®) i
Boro 9 © NC

Boro had healthier plants and was ready to
harvest earlier.
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Both varieties

had good
flavor. They

were great for

pickling and
eating fresh.
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Prefer Boro (continued)

Bohan 8 ® 11
Boro 9 ®) SC

Boro had a higher yield and better flavor.

Bohan 9 © 1]
Boro 10 ®) SC

These varieties were very similar. Boro was
very tender when cooked. Both varieties had
great flavor.

Bohan 9 ®) 3
Boro 10 ®) SC

Both varieties of beets did exceptionally well
and have been my favorite beets I have ever
grown. Boro had a more buttery flavor, larger
beets and deep, dark color.

Bohan 8 © 1]
Boro 9 © SC

Both varieties did great. Boro won with higher
yields and better taste.

Bohan 8 ®) 3
Boro 9 ®) SC

The plants of both varieties were beautiful
and uniform. I tasted both varieties and 1
really liked both of them.

Bohan 8 ®) 3
Boro 9 ®) SC

Both varieties were fantastic. Boro produced a
little earlier. The beets of both vatieties
reached a nice size and then stayed there. I
was able to gradually harvest them as
opposed to beets I've grown in previous
years that just kept growing into huge beets. 1
did grow another variety of beets that did
significantly worse than Boro and Boban.

Bohan 7 © &
Boro 8 ®) SC

Both varieties grew great in the garden. They
tasted the same to me. Boro roots were firmer
and I think will hold up better in my soups
and other recipes. The roots of both varieties
would be good for slicing and frying with
butter.

Bohan 5 ® i
Boro 9 ®)

Boro was cleatly better throughout the
growing season.

Bohan 6 ® 1]
Boro 9 © NW

Boro yields were sooner and way better. Boro
produced larger beets as well.

Bohan 7 © 3
Boro 8 © SW

Boro tasted better. Bohan was more productive
and had better looking beets.

Bohan 7 © -
Boro 8 © SD

Boro had healthier plants and a higher yield.

Bohan 6 ® 1]
Boro 8 ®) SD

Boro had better yields and taste.

No Preference

Bohan 10 © )
Boro 10 © NC

We didn’t notice a difference between the two
varieties. Both varieties were great.
Germination was great. Flavor was great. We
were able to give away beets to several
friends. We also froze beet tops for
smoothies. We can’t wait to plant beets again
next year. My wife didn’t think she liked beets
until she tried them.

Bohan 10 ®) 3
Boro 10 ®) SC

These varieties were very similar. The roots
of both varieties didn’t get incredibly large
and were very flavorful.

Conclusions

These varieties received similar ratings for
yield and root qualities. Both varieties grew
well and had good flavor. They were great for
pickling and eating fresh. Bohan was a very
reliable producer across sites. It was
recommended by more gardeners.
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Both varieties

grew well.

Neither variety
distinguished
itself from the
other variety in

a significant

way, whether

positively or
negatively.
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Carrot, Early

Varieties

Istanbul

75 days. Uniform, long, slightly pointed roots
with strong, erect tops. Deep orange and
flavorful.

Naval

72 days. Long, smooth roots and strong,
healthy tops. Matures early and tastes great
fresh. Stores well.

Data

Gardeners at 59 sites submitted information.
Trait Istanbul Naval Same
Germinated best 30% 20% 50%
Healthier plants 11 11 79
Harvested earlier 11 22 67
Higher yields 29 24 47
More attractive roots 21 43 36
Tasted better 17 50 33
Preference 32 68
Recommend (©) 80 85

Mean score’ 7.65 8.20

Median score! 8.00 9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Istanbul

10drinirirdy © 1]
sirirdniy © MN

Istanbul
Naval

Both varieties had similar growth habits
without problems. Both produced nice,
orange carrots of nice size. Nava/had a
blockier carrot and Istanbul carrots were
longer and more pointed. Iszanbu/ had a
better carrot flavor according to a panel of
four judges. It was also more productive.

Istanbul cirdrirr © &
Naval Sfrdniniy ®  MN
Istanbnl germinated better, had higher yields
and tasted better. Naval tasted woody this
year. I didn’t care for its taste and texture.
Some roots of both varieties were slender
and had very hairy roots. I haven’t seen that
before.

odrindrirly © 1]

Istanbul
Naval MN

We did not thin these carrots enough so we
had some weird looking carrots; not all but
several. Iszanbul had a little better flavor but
not too different from Naval.

strdnirdry ©

Istanbul odrinirirly ©

Naval sirindrdrs © NE
Istanbul grew nice, straight carrots with very
little splitting,

Istanbul cirdniriry © 1]
Naval serdniniry © NE
Istanbul had sweeter, crunchier roots. The

roots of both varieties had a typical carrot
shape and were not very large in size.

Istanbul 10drininirdr © &
Naval ofrdrdrirly © SE
Both varieties grew well and tasted great.

Istanbul roots were attractive and compact
with smooth texture and no offshoots.

Istanbul ofriririrl: © &
Naval 7irirdnint ® SE
Istanbnl germinated nearly at 100% compared
to 60% for Naval. Its roots were faitly large,

straight and sweet. Nava/ roots were almost
too sweet. Naval roots had up to five legs.

Istanbul girinininy © 1]
Naval Strininiry ® SE
We thought Istanbul had better taste.
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Most
gardeners
were pleased
with both
varieties.

Best Nantes
carrot
varieties

Top choice
Goldfinger

Strong
performers
Caravel
Laguna
Mokum
Napoli

Naval
Negovia
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Prefer Istanbul (continued)

Istanbul 10 ®) 11
Naval 9 ®) SE

I was very pleased with both varieties. The
plants germinated well and looked good. The
carrots of both varieties tasted good, but
Istanbul tasted slightly better.

Istanbul 9 © &
Naval 6 © NC

Istanbul grew better than Naval. It germinated
better and its roots grew larger. The roots of
both varieties tasted great.

Istanbul 9
Naval 8

Istanbul roots were nicer looking;

© &
© NC

Istanbul 9 © 1]
Naval 8 © SC

These vatieties were very comparable but we
had a slight preference to Istanbul in flavor.
The carrots of both varieties looked
beautiful. They had nice, smooth roots
averaging 8 inches in length. They both were
very good eating, Naval germinated a couple
days eatlier.

Istanbul 9 © &
Naval 8 © SC

Both varieties germinated very well and were
healthy. Their roots were 10 to 12 inches
long, deep orange, crisp and sweet. Istanbu/
tasted better but it was difficult to

differentiate.
Istanbul 8 © 1]
Naval 7 © SC

Both varieties developed delicious, nice
looking roots. We got a few more carrots
trom Istanbul. We couldn’t tell any difference
in flavor.

Istanbul 10 ®) 3
Naval 8 © SC

Both varieties grew well and tasted about the
same. Istanbul had stronger, fuller plants. It
produced a higher yield and its roots were
ready to be harvested earlier.

Istanbul 8 © 1]
Naval 6 ® SwW

Istanbnl produced higher yields. Istanbul roots
were larger, crisp and had no external roots.
Naval roots were rubbery and had a fur of
roots on them.

Istanbul 10
Naval 9

These are both excellent varieties. Both
varieties were delicious and grew well. Iszanbul

© &
©  sW

carrots were longer, but the carrots were a bit
rough, making them harder to peel. Nava/
carrots were smoother and easier to peel, but
hard to cut into sticks. Iszanbul/ had a carrot
that was 12 inches long, and several others
that were nearly that long, and I have only
dug a few of them.

Prefer Naval

Istanbul 7 ® 1]
Naval 8 © NE

Naval had better tasting carrots. Iszanbu/ had
longer, larger roots.

Istanbul 9 ®) 1]
Naval 10 © SE

Both varieties tasted good, but Nava/ tasted a
little better. Istanbul germinated faster.

Istanbul 8 © 1]
Naval 9 © SE

1 prefer Naval only because of the more
uniform and blocky shape of the root
making it easier to harvest. 1 planted 6 feet
of row of each variety. A total of 67 Naval/
roots were harvested weighing 10.3 pounds
with a very uniform and blocky (wide and
shorter) shape with only one root having
excessive root hairs and no forked roots. A
total of 62 Istanbul roots were harvested
weighing 10.6 pounds with three roots
having excessive root hairs and several forked
roots with longer and more tapered roots
with long lengths causing roots to break
during harvesting. Six people tasted both
varieties with two choosing Naval, two
choosing Istanbul, and two choosing both.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Naval and

Istanbul grew

well and
produced

similar yields

of quality
carrots.
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Prefer Naval (continued)

Istanbul 6 © &
Naval 7 © SE

Naval seedlings came out of the ground first,
but Istanbul had more plants germinate, more
vigor and a better stand. Nava/ tops stood
taller and sturdier. Iszanbul tops were flimsy
and tended to lay over. Iszanbul had over
double the yield of Nawval. Naval roots were
easier to dig and its roots looked nicer. Nava/
had straight roots while Iszanbu/ had a lot of
deformed roots. I did not like the taste of
either of these varieties.

Istanbul 8 © &
Naval 9 © SE

Both varieties grew well and produced good
yields. I taste tested them with my kids and
they preferred Nava/ as it had a slightly

sweeter taste.

Istanbul 9 ®) &
Naval 10 © SE

Both are great varieties. The roots of both
varieties were really crunchy and delicious.
Naval roots were sweeter but had some
deformities.

Istanbul 7 © 1]
Naval 8 © NC

Naval germinated at a rate of 75% compared
to 55% for Istanbul. Istanbul produced twice
the yield; some of its roots were as long as 16
inches. Nawval roots were smaller but had a
stronger carrot taste and better flavor.

Istanbul 7 ® 1]
Naval 8 © NC

The plants looked healthy and got taller than
in past years. Yields were about the same; the
rain helped greatly this year. Istanbul roots
were larger. Naval roots were slimmer and
tasted sweetet, but the roots of both varieties
tasted good.

Istanbul 5 ®) &
Naval 8 © NC

Naval had better flavor and uniform roots.

Istanbul 7 ®) [
Naval 9 © NC

1 did a test pull on August 15 and found that
Istanbul roots were two times larger at that
time. I harvested my crop on October 16.
The roots of Istanbu/looked more typical and
uniform, while the roots of Nava/had a
better taste. Naval produced a higher yield.

Istanbul 7 © 1]
Naval 10 © SC

We had a great crop this growing season. The
carrots of these varieties were huge! We leave
most of the crop in the garden until
snowfall. Naval/ tasted like a real carrot!

Istanbul 9 ®) 1]
Naval 10 © SC

The roots of Naval grew a slight bit bigger.

Istanbul 8 ®) &
Naval 10 © SC

Both varieties grew very well; the best carrot
harvest I have ever had. These were the
largest carrots I have ever grown. Iszanbul had
bigger carrots and taller greens, but roughly
one-eighth of the carrots had funny roots
that made the carrots look like people. Nava/
roots were more uniform in shape, sweeter
and more flavorful.

Istanbul 8 ® &
Naval 10 © SC

Naval roots looked and tasted bettet.

Istanbul 4 ® &
Naval 5 ® SC
Germination and yields were only fair. Some

of the roots were split open. Naval roots
were smaller, which I like better.

Istanbul 8 © &
Naval 10 © SC
Both varieties grew great. They had nice,

straight roots. Naval roots were much easier
to harvest without breaking.

Istanbul 9 © &
Naval 10 © SC

Naval produced a higher yield and its roots
had a more consistent size.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Most
gardeners
preferred

Naval. Its roots

were more

uniform, more
attractive and

tasted
sweeter.
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Prefer Naval (continued)

Istanbul 8 © 1]
Naval 9 © SC

Naval tasted somewhat better. Both varieties
were productive.

Istanbul 8 © 1]
Naval 9 © SC

Either of these varieties would be successful
in a home garden in North Dakota. Naval/
roots were motre uniform.

Istanbul 4 ® 1]
Naval 5 © SC

Naval tasted sweeter.

Istanbul 7 © &
Naval 8 © SC

Both varieties had strong tops and deep
orange color. Both were quite sweet but 1
preferred the taste of Nawal. I think the blunt
tip of Naval roots makes for an easier harvest
versus the more tapered end of Istanbul roots
which has a higher likelihood of snapping
off. Istanbul carrots were larger.

Istanbul 6 © &
Naval 9 © NW

Naval had lovely, straight, perfectly shaped
roots with vibrant orange color throughout.
Naval tasted sweeter, even eatly in the season.
Istanbul had less flavor.

Istanbul 9 ®) &
Naval 10 © NW

These were very nice carrots. The roots had
small cores and were sweet. Nava/ was slightly

sweetet.
Istanbul 9 ® 1]
Naval 10 © NW

Naval roots were a bit sweeter and very
straight roots. Iszanbul/had a few more plants
with misshapen roots.

Istanbul 5 © &
Naval 8 © NW
Naval roots looked great, more carrot like,

and seemed sweetet. Istanbul/ roots were
shorter.

Istanbul 7 ® &
Naval 10 ®) NW
Naval tasted sweet.

Istanbul 8 ® &
Naval 10 ®) SW

Naval roots were sweeter and had better
tlavor. Naval produced a higher yield. The
carrots of both varieties were large and some
of them were hairy.
Naval roots

Istanbul 2 ® & had a straight,
Naval 3 ®  SW  gylindrical
Naval had bigger roots. Neither variety tasted  ghag pe with a
great, but Naval roots tasted better. blunt tip
Istanbul 4 © s Istanbul roots
Naval 5 © sw were longer

with a pointed
tip.

Naval was overall better in all categories. It
had slightly larger carrots. The seeds of both

varieties were larger so that’s a plus.

Istanbul 9 ®) 1]
Naval 10 © SW

Both varieties had great outcomes of yield
and great flavor.

Istanbul 8 © &
Naval 10 © SW

The germination of these varieties was very
close in plant count. Nava/ carrots were much
sweeter and had more flavor.

Istanbul 9 © 1]
Naval 10 ®) SW

The roots of both varieties grew large and
straight. Naval tasted better. This trial was
grown in a hoop house; it was a more
controlled environment with consistent

watering,
Istanbul 8 © &
Naval 9 ®) SW

Naval tasted better.

Istanbul 5 ® &
Naval 9 © SW
Naval produced a higher yield. Nava/ roots

were more uniform and had a blunt tip,
which I prefer.
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Prefer Naval (continued)

Istanbul IEEEEL ® &
Naval 10FaEew O MB
Navalhad a higher germination rate. Nava/

carrots were larger even though they were
more crowded.

Conclusions

Most gardeners were pleased with both
varieties. Naval and Istanbul grew well and
produced similar yields of quality carrots.
Most gardeners preferred Naval. Its roots
were more uniform, more attractive and
tasted sweeter. Nava/ roots had a straight,

Naval roots
were easier to

No Pref cylindrical shape with a blunt tip. Istanbul dig without
o Freference roots were longer with a pointed tip. Nava/ breaking.

Istanbul 108 irdrdrd © 1] roots were easier to dig without breaking.

Naval 10%rdrAre © NC

Both varieties were very good in every aspect.

Istanbul i @ 1]

Naval FEnae ® SW

Both varieties germinated very late (17 to 19

days). Their roots tasted earthy, not sweet.
Key to Site Reports Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

Garden types
i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10) (ves or no) Garden type
N 4
Variety A WG © &
Variety B WL © NC
N Location

X Comments

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials -

2024
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Carrot, Large Nantes Organic

Varieties

Caravel

80 days. Big roots with broad shoulders.
Attractive, sweet and smooth carrots. Strong
tops.

Negovia

80 days. Big, smooth, uniform, dark orange
roots. Sweet and crunchy. Strong tops. Stores
well.

Data

Gardeners at 71 sites submitted information.

Trait Caravel Negovia Same
Germinated best 24% 5% 71%
Healthier plants 25 8 67
Harvested earlier 25 13 62
Higher yields 44 19 37
More attractive roots 39 27 34
Tasted better 37 22 41
Preference 63 38
Recommend (©) 85 71

Mean score’ 8.10 7.68

Median score! 8.50 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Caravel

10drindrdrdr © -
odrdrdrinl; © MN

Caravel
Negovia

Caravel carrots were sweeter.

9¥rirdninls © 1]
sirindrdrny © NE

Caravel had larger, crunchier roots. Negovia
roots were a bit sweeter, but they were similar
enough in taste that it was difficult to tell a
difference.

Caravel
Negovia

odrirdninlr © &
sirinirdry ® NE
I liked the taste of Caravel better. It was
sweeter. Negovia had more of an earthy taste.

Caravel

Negovia

odrindrirly © &
7irdrdrin © NE

Caravel
Negovia
Caravel was a nicer looking and generally
bigger carrot.

10¥rdinirdrd ©
sirinirdry © SE

Both varieties tasted amazing! Carave/

Caravel

Negovia

produced much bigger carrots.

9¥rirdninls © 1]
sirinirdrny © SE

Both varieties germinated at close to 100%.
The plants of Caravel were slightly bushier. I
harvested both varieties on July 13 and their
roots were 4 to 6 inches long. Yields were
similar. The roots of both varieties tasted

Caravel
Negovia

wondetful; Carave/ was slightly sweeter.

7iriririrt © 1]
cirdrdriry © SE
These varieties are pretty similar. Their roots
were not large though; I would consider
them medium in size. Carave/ had better taste.
Negovia had more roots that had fingers.

Caravel

Negovia

7riririr © 1]
ciririrnt © SE
These varieties were similar in most respects.
Both were good carrots. Caravel seedlings

Caravel
Negovia

emerged better.

10dnindnird © &
sty ® SE

These varieties tasted the same. Carave/ plants

were healthier and its carrots were larger.

Caravel
Negovia

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Most
gardeners
preferred
Caravel. It
produced a
higher yield
and more
attractive
roots at more
sites.

Best Nantes
carrot
varieties

Top choice
Goldfinger

Strong
performers
Caravel
Laguna
Mokum
Napoli

Naval
Negovia
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Prefer Caravel (continued)

Caravel 8 © 1]
Negovia 5 © SE

Caravel roots were beautiful, very uniform
and great tasting! Caravel produced a higher
yield.

Caravel 7 ® &
Negovia 6 ® SE

Caravel was a bit sweeter. I thought neither
variety was sweet enough. I have had carrots
off the shelf that were sweeter.

Caravel 9 © -
Negovia 7 ® SE

Caravel roots had good flavor, good size and
a consistent shape.

Caravel 8 © 1]
Negovia 7 © SE

Both varieties had a large yield of beautiful
carrots! There was not a lot of difference in
tlavor. Caravel was a little sweeter, and Negovia
was a little more tender.

Caravel 9 © &
Negovia 7 © SE

Caravel grew faster. It produced earlier and a
higher yield. Both varieties had good yields
and tasted good.

Caravel 8 © &
Negovia 5 ® SE

Caravel had better production. Neither variety
germinated well.

Caravel 7 © .y
Negovia 4 ® NC

1 did not water regularly and grew this trial in
a fresh garden that had hard, clay soil. Carave/
performed better under these conditions,
producing larger carrots while Negovia
seemed to struggle. Caravel carrots were
delicious, and the few Negovia carrots that
were large enough to eat were also tasty.

Caravel 10 © .y
Negovia 9 © NC
Caravel roots were very straight and had

fewer legs. Otherwise, the varieties were
similar.

Caravel 10 ®) 1]
Negovia 9 ® NC
Caravel roots had a larger size.

Caravel 10 ®) &
Negovia 8 © NC

Caravel roots were larger in circumference
making them easier to hold onto when

peeling.
Caravel 9 © &
Negovia 8 © SC

Caravel produced much larger carrots—good
for chopping and canning. Caravel carrots
tasted good. Negovia produced carrots that
were sweeter and a perfect size for eating,

Caravel 9 © 1]
Negovia 8 ® SC

These varieties were similar for all traits
except for flavor. Carave/ tasted better.

Caravel 10 ®) &
Negovia 5 ® SC

Holy smokes, these are bigger and more
beautiful than any store-bought carrots I’'ve
ever seen! Carave/ roots were large, straight
and absolutely beautiful!

Caravel 10 © .y
Negovia 9 © SC

Caravel had much straighter roots; several of
its roots were almost twice the length of a
pencil! Both varieties produced well. Both
were excellent tasting raw or cooked.

Caravel 9 © 1]
Negovia 5 ® SC
Caravel toots were larger, sweeter and
straighter!

Caravel 7 © .y
Negovia 6 © SC

These varieties produced huge carrots!
Caravel tasted slightly sweeter.

Caravel 10 © 1]
Negovia 9 © SC
These varieties were remarkably similar in

everything. Carave/ was ready to harvest a
little earlier.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Caravel roots
were beautiful,

large, very
uniform and
straight.
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Prefer Caravel (continued)

Caravel 10 ®) &
Negovia 8 ® SC
Caravel roots had a sweeter taste and looked

nicer. It produced a higher yield. Negovia
roots were forked.

Caravel 10 ®) &
Negovia 9 © SC
Caravel had more large carrots.

Caravel 9 ®) &
Negovia 8 © SC

Both varieties were quick to germinate and
had very healthy plants. Both varieties tasted
good but Caravel tasted better. Caravel

produced a higher yield.
Caravel 8 © &
Negovia 7 © NW

Caravel had larger roots, which led to its
higher yield. Caravel roots were more uniform
in shape.

Caravel 8 © 1]
Negovia 6 © NW

Caravel grew better and produced higher
yields. It was very tasty.

Caravel 10 © &
Negovia 7 ® SW

Caravel was sweeter and had a bigger yield.

Caravel 8 ®) &
Negovia 6 ® SW

Caravel was sweeter and had a higher yield.

Caravel 10 ®) &
Negovia 8 ® SW

The taste of Carave/ was noticeably better.

Caravel 9 ®) &
Negovia 8 © SW

Caravel tasted bettet.

Caravel 8 ®) &
Negovia 7 ® SW

Caravel was sweeter with a higher yield.

Caravel 10 © 1]
Negovia 9 © SW

Both did great. Both were very tasty. I have
lots for the winter months to make soups
and casseroles. The Carave/ roots were
brighter orange, long and crisp.

Caravel 9 © &
Negovia 7 ® SW

Both varieties performed well in raised beds.
Caravel roots were much more uniform in
size and shape.

Caravel 10 © .y
Negovia 8 ® SW

Caravel roots were straight and significantly
larger overall. Thetre were some smaller
Caravel roots, but they were the size of the
largest Negovia roots. The larger roots were
still tender and sweet, not woody. Both
varieties were delicious. Caravel tasted better
raw and Negovia tasted better cooked.

Caravel 8 © i
Negovia 7 ®) SK
Both varieties were good producers. I
preferred the flavor of Caravel, and it had a

smoother root for cleaning. Negovia roots had
a nice texture.

Prefer Negovia

Caravel 8 ®) 1]
Negovia 9 © MN
Negovia had a sweeter taste.

Caravel 5 ®) &
Negovia 8 © MN

The rate of germination for both varieties
was near 100%. Negovia produced a higher
yield. Negovia roots wete larger with more
consistent size and shape. Carave/ had more
misshapen carrots. Both varieties were crisp
and had good taste but Carave/ had a sweeter
taste.

Caravel 9 ®) 1]
Negovia 10 ©

Negovia produced bigger carrots, more
attractive carrots, and higher yields.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Although both
varieties
tasted good,
more
gardeners
preferred the
taste of
Caravel.
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Prefer Negovia (continued)

Caravel 7 ® 1]
Negovia 9 © NE

Both varieties displayed long, straight roots
with blunt ends. Caravel roots were about 8
inches long and Negovia roots were 6 to 7
inches long and slimmer than Caravel. The
best tasting carrot was Negovia. Negovia
carrots were sweet and crisp with a good size
for storage. There was some forking in the
Negovia compared to Caravel, but the taste
was the determinant.

Caravel 8 © &
Negovia 9 © SE

Negovia produced a higher yield. Its roots
were more attractive and tasted better.

Caravel 9 © &
Negovia 10 © SE

I have tried carrot trials in the past with no
luck, decided to give it a go again and wow,
we got such good production, finally! Negovia
had attractive roots. They were slightly
smaller but tasted better.

Caravel 6 ® &
Negovia 9 © SE
Both varieties germinated and produced well.

Negovia produced the first yield and had more
attractive roots.

Caravel 9 © 1]
Negovia 10 © SE
I planted these in a raised bed and they were

fantastic! Both varieties produced very well.
Negovia tasted better.

Caravel 6 © 1]
Negovia 7 © SE

Negovia tasted a little sweeter than Caravel.
Both varieties had very healthy, green tops all

summetr.
Caravel 6 © .y
Negovia 8 © SE

Negovia had a slightly better stand. Its roots
were more attractive and resisted splitting,

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Caravel 6 ® &
Negovia 9 © SE

We grew these two varieties in a raised
garden bed. Overall we saw better
germination of Carave/ and subsequently
greater yield. The carrots were harvested and
brought to a presentation at the Finley-
Sharon Afterschool Club where students and
school helpers participated in a taste test.
Negovia won the taste test over Caravel.

Negovia
perfomed well
but did not

Caravel 8 © &
Negovia 9 © NC

Both varieties germinated very well. They

had deep-green, sturdy tops. Carave/ was excel over
ready to harvest 1 week earlier. Negovia roots Caravel in any
were straighter and more uniform. Both trait.

varieties wete delicious. They were both easy
to clean, peel and slice.

Caravel 9 © 1]
Negovia 10 © NC
Both were good varieties. Negovia tasted
better.

Caravel 9 © )
Negovia 10 © NC

The majority of the people tasting these
varieties preferred Negovia. Negovia roots were
sweetet, crisper and had a better flavor and
texture than Caravel roots. Both varieties had
nice, straight roots.

Caravel 7 © .y
Negovia 8 © NC

Both varieties had strong, green tops. They
withstood this windy location well. Both
varieties had deep-orange roots. Negovia roots
were straighter. My preschool kids liked the
taste of both varieties and said they tasted

the same.
Caravel 6 ®) 1]
Negovia 7 © SC

We tried to tell the difference in flavor
between the two varieties and couldn’t tell a
difference. Both tasted delicious. Negovia
roots were more attractive. Their roots did
not have offshoots, so they were easier to
clean. Caravel roots had more offshoots.
Other factors between the varieties were
similar.
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Prefer Negovia (continued)

Caravel 59 ® &
sEdrEEy © SC
Negovia required low maintenance and was a

steady grower. Its roots were straight, more
attractive and tasted better.

Negovia

Caravel A & & & ® 1]
sgEEEEiy O SC
Negovia was healthier, yielded better and had
more attractive roots. I was not real

Negovia

impressed with either variety.

Caravel ST

©

Negovia tasted better. The roots of both
varieties wete very hairy.

Negovia 7 NW

Caravel sEEEET © &

Negovia was sweetet.

Caravel SHET © &

Negovia % & 4 & © Nw  Both varietie

had healthy,
deep-green,

Both varieties did well in my very poor soil.
Caravel roots were very tasty; rich in flavor!

S

Caravel SHrin ® & - strong tops.
Negovia Girdrdr ® SC Caravel S ® &
These were very similar varieties across the Negovia 103 © SW
board. I couldn’t tell any difference in Negovia had a better germination rate and
germination between them. The size and larger carrots.
yield of the carrots were also pretty equal. To
my eye I don’t think I could tell them apart if  Caravel CEEE ® &
they were presented to me with no names. Negovia ovrdnirdrly © SD
HF)WC.VCI, if it comes down jco taste thCI.l, 1 Negovia getminated bettet.
think it was clear that Negovia was the winner.
I prefer a sweeter carrot, so it gets my vote. c .
’ onclusions
The taste of Carave/ was only all right to me.
Most gardeners preferred Caravel. 1t

Caravel s ) & produced a higher yield and more attractive
Negovia 6TTirTs © NW  roots at more sites. Caravel roots wete

) . beautiful, larger, very uniform and straight.
Negowa germmated better and produced a Although both varieties tasted good, more
h1ghe% yield (77 carrots versus 46 for Caravel). gardeners preferred the taste of Caravel.
Negovia roots weren’t huge but were a decent Nooovi .

) ) R egovia performed well but did not excel over
size and more attractive. Both varieties grew Caravel in any trait. Both varieties had healthy,
well, had great tops and healthy roots. 1 d

k eep-green, strong tops.
tasted both raw and cooked with a roast.
They were both very tasty!
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

X Comments

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast
SE = Southeast

Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(1 to 10) (yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
NN < SW = Southwest
Variety A T © & MB = Manitoba
Vatiety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan
N Location SD = South Dakota

MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Carrot, Red

Varieties

Red Sun

70 days. Beautiful, cylindrical roots with red
skins and cores. Short, 7-inch roots.

Rubypak

72 days. Productive and reliable. Resists
bolting in spring. Roots brighten when
cooked. Strong, healthy tops.

Data

Gardeners at 8 sites submitted information.
Ruby-

Trait Red Sun  pak  Same

Germinated best 25% 13% 63%

Healthier plants 0 0 100

Harvested earlier 29 43 29

Higher yields 29 57 14

More attractive roots 25 38 38

Tasted better 0 63 38

Preference 0 100

Recommend (©) 50 88

Mean score’ 6.25 7.25

Median score! 7.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Red Sun

None.

Prefer Rubypak

Red Sun i © -3
Rubypak strdrdimy © NE

Rubypak produced a higher yield and had

mote attractive roots.

Red Sun skt 0
Rubypak sty ®  SE

I planted 6 feet of row of each variety. 1
harvested at total of 82 Rubypak roots with a
total weight of 6.3 pounds and a total of 81
Red Sun roots with a total weight of 5.5
pounds, meaning Rubypak had a greater
weight per root. Rubypak had very long and

narrow, fairly uniform roots with one root

having excessive root hairs and three forked
root tips. There was one orange root in the

row indicating some seed purity issues. Red
Sun had five roots with excessive root hairs,
four forked root tips with very non-uniform
shape and size being blocky and long and
narrow. From a taste standpoint, three people
preferred Rubypak and three preferred Red
Sun. Some thought Rubypak was a little
sweeter and others thought Red Sun was
more bitter. Both of these red varieties
produced a lower yield and tasted more bitter
compared to the orange varieties I grew.

Red Sun sEErEELy © &
Rubypak owEEEL © NC
Rubypak germinated bettet, produced more
carrots and tasted better.

Red Sun 7Tirdrdriry ® &
Rubypak swEry © NC
The flavor of Red Sun was stronger; almost
spicy. It also had more odd-shaped carrots
and offshoots. Rubypak had straighter roots;
these were easier to clean and eat.

Red Sun THEEL © 1]
Rubypak o¥rirdnirlr © SC
Rubypak is a great snacking carrot and was
sweet; Red Sun was slightly bitter. Both
varieties germinated well with Rubypak
germinating a few days earlier. Both were
easy to grow and their plants looked very
good. Red Sun roots were slightly larger; the
roots of both varieties averaged 4 to 6 inches
in length.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Rubypak
produced
higher yields.
Its roots were
more
attractive and
better tasting.

Best red
carrot
variety

Top choice
Rubypak
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Prefer Rubypak (continued)

Red Sun 4T @ &
Rubypak oEEEL © SC

Rubypak carrots were sweeter. Red Sun carrots

Conclusions
Both Rubypak produced higher yields. Its

roots were more attractive and better tasting
compared to the roots of Red Sun. Every
gardener preferred Rubypak over Red Sun.

igh h “pine-like” .

were strajghter but had a “pine-like™ taste Red carrots in general were not very popular Rubypak
No Pref among growers. produced

o0 Freterence higher yields.
Red Sun sirdririn © & Its roots were
Both varieties grew the same. attractive and

s better tasting.

Red Sun sEEEELy © 1]
Rubypak gy © SW
These varieties performed similarly.

Key to Site Reports Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

X Comments

Garden types
i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
NN
Variety A TEEEn © &
Variety B oY ® NC
N Location

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Corn, Early Super Sweet

Varieties

Bolt (shA)

67 days. Very delicious and very eatly. Tender,
sweet and flavorful kernels. Good husks and

tip fill.

Catalyst (shA)

66 days. Earliest super sweet. Strong seedling
vigor. Attractive ears with moderate
tenderness.

Data

Gardeners at 22 sites submitted information.
Trait Bolt Catalyst Same
Germinated best 56% 11% 33%
Healthier plants 22 28 50
Harvested earlier 44 25 31
Higher yields 40 20 40
More attractive ears 33 20 47
Tasted better 33 20 47
Preference 73 27
Recommend (©) 80 40

Mean score’ 7.74 6.53

Median score! 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Bolt

Bolt
Catalyst

ofriririrl: © &
7iririnint ® SE
Bolt germinated better than Cazalyst in cool
soil and grew better throughout the season.
Catalyst ears were longer, but the ears of both
varieties had a good appearance.

Bolt
Catalyst

odrirdninlr © &
sirdnirdriy © SE

All seeds of both varieties germinated. The
plants of both varieties looked amazing! Bo/t
produced a higher yield. Bo/t cobs were
bigger and fatter; Cazalyst cobs were long and
skinny. Catalyst tasted a little sweeter.

i-:

Bolt
Catalyst

cirdrlryy O 1]
T ® SE

Bolt was slow to germinate but Catalyst didn’t
come up [sown May 12]. The first harvest of
Bolt was August 4. Its cobs were beautiful,
well filled and excellent tasting.

Bolt
Catalyst

siriniriry © 1]
5t ® SE
Bolt germinated well. Only 10 plants of
Catalyst emerged. Catalyst produced earlier
but Bo/t produced a higher yield. Bo/# corn

was sweeter and more tender.

Bolt
Catalyst

28 ® &
iy ® NC
Bolt germinated at 60% and Cazalyst
germinated at 43%. For comparison, Sz/ver

Queen germinated at 95%. [All corn seeds
were sown May 31.] I harvested only two ears

pCI row.
Bolt ofrdrdrinl; © 1]
Catalyst 4irdrr ® NC

We received a lot of rain after I planted. Bo/t
withstood the wet ground and grew very
well. Catalyst did not.

Bolt
Catalyst

10drininird © &
ofrdririrly ® NC

Bo/t was some of the best corn we have ever

had. It was very sweet and had nice cobs.

Bolt
Catalyst

odrirdninlr © 1]
siriririn ® SC
Bolt had better flavor and higher yield.
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Bolt
germinated
better in the
cool, wet soils
we
experienced
this spring.

Best early
sweet corn
varieties

Top choice

Sweetness

Strong

performers
Bolt
Catalyst
Sugar Buns
Temptation
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Prefer Bolt (continued)

Bolt R @
Catalyst sEEEELT O SC
Bolt seedlings were 1 inch high when Catalyst
seedlings broke through ground. Both
varieties grew great and had no problem with
wind. We picked Bo/ 2 weeks earlier. Both
varieties produced all we could eat. We ate
and canned more Bo/t corn.

Bolt 9-..--.-- o o
Catalyst CErEr

S
© SC
Both varieties produced good yields of ears
that tasted very good. Bo/t was ready to
harvest about 14 days eatlier.

Bolt 108t
Catalyst ofirdrdrdry

© &
® SW
Bolt produced bigger, fuller, more tender cars.
The ears of Catalyst were smaller but many
of its stalks had three ears. The varieties
tasted very similar.

Prefer Catalyst
Catalyst odrirdnirly © MN

The row of Catalyst was fuller, but both
varieties germinated well. Catalyst stalks were
taller. Caralyst had higher yields with some of
its stalks having two full ears. The ears of
both varieties tasted good, but Cazalyst was
just a bit sweeter.

Bolt omrEEEl O 1]
Catalyst 10EEEEw © NE
The ears of both varieties were delicious and

attractive. Both produced high yields. Cazalyst
had a slightly better taste.

Bolt was ready

Bolt siririrdry ® b to harvest

Catalyst odrirdrirly © NC  earlier and

Both varieties had several ears with corn produced

smut. higher yields
at more sites.

Bolt 2% ® &

Catalyst ATy ® NC

1 did not care for either of these varieties.
Bolt cobs were only filled about 2 inches. The
largest cobs of Catalyst were 5 inches, but
many of its cobs were 2 inches long,

Conclusions

Bolt was impressive. It germinated better than
Catalyst in the cool, wet soils we experienced
this spring. Bo/t was ready to harvest carlier
and produced higher yields at more sites.
Both varieties produced good yields of ears
that tasted good. More gardeners preferred
the taste and appearance of Bo/# ears
compared to the ears of Catalyst.

Key to Site Reports

(reports are presented from
east to west)

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

Garden types
i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

X Comments

Locations

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast
SE = Southeast

Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(1 to 10) (yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
NN < SW = Southwest
Variety A T © & MB = Manitoba
Vatiety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan
N Location SD = South Dakota

MT = Montana
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Corn, Midseason Super Sweet

Varieties

Hero (shA)

71 days. Vigorous, sturdy stalks produce ears
with sweet, tender kernels. Strong tip fill.

Signature (shA)

73 days. Deep, tender kernels with
outstanding flavor. Ears have good tip fill
and husk cover.

Data

Gardeners at 29 sites submitted information.

Trait Hero Signature Same
Germinated best 18% 23% 59%
Healthier plants 10 29 62
Harvested eatlier 30 30 40
Higher yields 21 47 32
More attractive ears 21 37 42
Tasted better 35 24 41
Preference 42 58
Recommend (©) 60 55

Mean score! 6.09 6.41

Median score' 6.50 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Hero

Hero 7irdrdrin ® &
cirdrdrT ® MN

The yields of both varieties were small (four

Signature

cobs for each variety). The cobs did not grow
very large. Hero had slightly better flavor.

ofrirdnirly © &
sirinininy ®  SE
Hero grew better and produced better. Hero

tasted a bit sweeter and its cobs filled out
better.

Hero
Signature

Hero

10drirdrdrdr © &
odrdrdrinl; © NC

These varieties were similar.

Signature

sirirdiriny © &
sty © SC

Hero
Signature

Even though Hero didn’t produce as well, it
had hands-down better flavor.

Strininiy ® &
4irdrTr ® SC
Neither vatiety did well. The wind blew over
the plants twice resulting in small or no cobs.
They both looked good on the 4th of July
but went downhill from there. This was my

worst corn crop evet. Hero had a few more
full cobs.

Hero
Signature

sirinlntrt © &
iy ® SC
Signatnre did not germinate. Raccoons got to
the corn right before I picked it.

Hero
Signature

7irirdrlrt © &
cirdrdrry © SW
My plants only had a few good ears and the

Hero
Signature

rest had fungus. The ears of Hero were fuller
than the ears of Signature.

ofrdrdrirly © 1]
ity ® SW

Hero consistently produced an amazing eat.

Hero
Signature

The best bicolor sweet corn I have ever
tasted is Hero.
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Signature was
preferred by
most
gardeners.
Signature
produced a
higher yield at
more sites.

Best bicolor
super sweet
corn
varieties

Top choice
Ametrican
Dream

Strong

performers
Anthem XR
Bolt
Catalyst
Enchanted
Kate
Troubadour
Xtra-Tender

274A
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Prefer Signature

Hero 4 ® i
Signature 6 ® SE

Signatnre had a higher yield and tasted better.
Hero plants did not grow very tall. Both
varieties received some significant wind
damage this year.

Hero 7 ®) &
Signature 9 © SE

The soil was so wet and cold that only about
half the seeds came up. Hero produced earlier
but Signature produced mote corn. Signature
cobs were fuller and better tasting,

Hero 6 ® -
Signature 9 © SE

Signature germinated better and had a higher
yield per stalk. It stood up to winds better.

Hero 8 © 1]
Signature 10 © NC

Signature stalks were sturdier. We had some
serious winds this season, and the Hero stalks
wanted to tip over in the wind. Hero
produced more cobs, but its cobs were
smaller.

Hero 6 © &
Signature 8 © SC

Germination of both vatieties was sporadic.
This may be due to the seed itself or due to
the major storm we had (5 inches of rain and
hatl). Signature produced eatlier and higher
yields. Its ears were big and full compated to
the short and smaller ears of Hero.

Hero 5 ® &
Signature 6 © SC

Both varieties didn’t grow fast enough in our
short summer. Their ears were very little and
then ants took over. Signature produced better
looking eats.

Hero 1 ® &
Signature 2 ® SC
Neither of these varieties germinated well,

grew well or produced well. Signature
germinated better.

Hero 9 © &
Signature 10 © SC

Both varieties were delicious but Signature was
just a tad sweeter and had longer cobs. This
was a fabulous variety trial. We have not
grown corn in a few years because of poot
yields from the packets available at big box
stores. This trial restored our joy and
enthusiasm for growing corn in the garden.

Hero 7 ® 1]
Signature 8 ® SC

This was my first year in a plot that had soil
added to it by the Parks and Rec
Department. I hilled the corn, but the plants
were still damaged by high winds and some
were blown over. Plants of both varieties
were not very uniform in height. Signature
had better germination.

Hero 5 ® 1]
Signature 9 © NW

Signatnre grew healthier plants and ears. It
tasted good but I would like it sweeter.

Hero 5 © &
Signature 10 © SW

Signature produced earlier and higher yields,
but neither variety was very productive.
Perhaps a lack of rain was a factor.

No Preference

Hero 9 © &
Signature 9 © SC

We saw no difference between these varieties.
They both were absolutely delicious and had
nicely filled ears.

Conclusions

Neither variety generated much excitement
among the growers. Their mean scores and
levels of recommendation were okay but not
very impressive. Signature was preferred by
most gardeners. Signature produced a higher
yield at more sites. Both varieties were
susceptible to wind damage.
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Neither variety
generated
much
excitement
among the
growers. Both
varieties were
susceptible to
wind damage.
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Corn, Late Super Sweet

Varieties
Crave (shA)

78 days. Large ears have vibrant, tender
kernels, dark-green flag leaves and long tip
covet.

Kate (shA)
77 days. Tender, glossy kernels have
exceptional sweetness. Attractive ears. High

yields.

Data

Gardeners at 16 sites submitted information.
Trait Crave Kate  Same
Germinated best 13% 50% 38%
Healthier plants 13 56 31
Harvested eatlier 19 50 31
Higher yields 7 64 29
More attractive ears 20 67 13
Tasted better 13 47 40
Preference 20 80
Recommend (©) 40 73

Mean score’ 5.93 7.73

Median score! 6.00 9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Crave

girdniriny © &
iy ® NC
Kate was a bit of a failure for me. It did not
germinate well, was slow to grow, and then

Crave
Kate

did not produce a single ear of corn.

Gl
sl

Crave
Kate

7 © &
16 NC
Crave cobs were more evenly filled. These
varieties were not very sweet.

7S ® @
cirdrir'ry ® SC
Crave ears were a bit more uniform in size.
Plants of both varieties were not very

Crave
Kate

uniform in height. A few plants were blown
over by a wind storm in August despite the
hilling of the plants.

Prefer Kate

Crave
Kate

odrdrdrirly © 1]
10drininind © NE
Kate germinated a bit better. Its plants were
stronger and did not blow over during a wind

storm. Both varieties were high yielding and
delicious.

7iririnint ® @
ofrdrdrirl; © NE

Both varieties were very tasty. Kafe stalks were

Crave
Kate

stronger and more vigorous.
4irdririry ® 1]
10#nirirink © SE

Kate germinated in 3-5 days. I had to replant
Crave. Kate was the sweetest corn I’ve ever

Crave
Kate

tasted in 15 years of growing sweet corn for
sale. It had 8- to 10-inch ears that filled to the
end of the cob. There was no lodging and
emergence was excellent. Everyone that
tasted Kate from my trial commented how
good it was and asked for seed or
encouraged me to grow it again next year.

cirdrirrs ® &
10Wdrirdnd © SE

Kate tasted much sweeter; its cobs were motre
filled out.

Crave
Kate
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Kate excelled
in all traits.
Kate
germinated
better. Its
stalks were
stronger, more
vigorous and
more
productive.
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Prefer Kate (continued)

Crave 6 ® 1]
Kate 9 ®) SE

I chose Kate based upon the superior
emergence, supetior plant growth and health,
higher yields and better taste. On June 18,
there were 46 Kate plants and 36 Crave plants.
Kate plants grew taller, greener and healthier
than Crave. Crave plants were much shorter,
non-uniform in height and stage, and behind
in growth. Out of four taste tests of two
people each time, Kate was preferred six times
and Crave two times.

Crave 3 ® &
Kate 5 © NC

Kate had a better yield and produced first.
Crave had a ton of aphids on the corn cobs.

Crave 7 ® 1]
Kate 9 © SC
Kate germinated a good week earlier and at a
higher rate. This led to higher yields for Kaze.
These varieties tasted the same. This was a
great year for growing corn. Everybody 1
know had a great year with most varieties.

Crave 5 ® &
Kate 9 ®) SC

Kate had nice plants with nice, sweeter cobs.
Crave was very late to mature.

Crave 5 © )
Kate 8 © SC

Kate was ready to harvest earlier; otherwise,
these varieties were similar.

Crave 8 ®) [
Kate 10 ®) SC

Kate was excellent tasting sweet corn. The
cobs were large and completely filled.

Bz Katie_was

sw delicious. Its
ears were well
filled out and
tasted better
than Crave.

Crave 1 ®
Kate 5 ®

Both varieties did not germinate well. Crave
germinated at 0% and Kae germinate at 25%
[seed was sown June 12]. I would
recommend X#ra Tender 2744 as it
germinated much better this year and its cobs
were rather large.

Crave 7 ®) &
Kate 10 © SD

Kate ears were fuller, well filled out and had a
sweeter taste. It is a delicious sweet corn! We
had 100% germination of both varieties.
Plants were the same height, appeared
healthy and tasseled at the same time. Kate
produced 55 ears that weighed a total of 15
pounds frozen. Crave produced 50 ears that
weighed a total of 12 pounds frozen.

Conclusions

Kate excelled in all traits. Kaze germinated
better. Its stalks were stronger, more
vigorous and more productive. Kafe was
delicious. Its ears were well filled out and
tasted better than Crave. Most gardeners did
not recommend Crave as it did not excel in
any trait.
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Corn, White Super Sweet

Varieties

Eden (shA)

74 days. Bright white kernels with exceptional
flavor. Large ears on sturdy, disease-resistant
stalks.

Natural Bright (shA)

74 days. The finest organic white-kernel
variety. Strong seedling vigor and excellent
eating quality.

Data

Gardeners at 9 sites submitted information.
Natural

Trait Eden Bright Same

Germinated best 67% 22% 11%

Healthier plants 44 11 44

Harvested earlier 33 0 67

Higher yields 71 14 14

More attractive ears 38 13 50

Tasted better 38 25 38

Preference 78 22

Recommend (©) 67 44

Mean score! 7.78 5.44

Median score' 8.00 5.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Eden

Eden
Natural Bright

ciririr'ny ® &
2Wirintry ® NE
Not a fan of the look or taste of white corn.
Many people were turned off when served as
the white color looks like it’s not ripe yet.
Eden germinated four to one over Natural
Bright. Eden stalks grew taller and looked
healthier.

Eden
Natural Bright

ofrdrdrirly © &
sirdrdrdry © NC

These varieties were quite similar in
germination and yield, but Eden tasted better.
Eden was one of the best corn varieties 1
have tasted. Very good!

Eden
Natural Bright

sty ® &
¥y ® NC

Eden germinated far better than Natural Bright
for me, but neither produced cobs big
enough to eat. I think I may have planted
them too late [sown June 2], and possibly
overcrowded because I planted them in a
traditional Four Sisters garden with beans,
squash and sunflowers, and nothing really

excelled.
Eden lofrininink © T
Natural Bright ¢ © SC

Eden grew well. It was good tasting. It did
not blow over during a bad windstorm.

Eden
Natural Bright

sirdninirny © 1]
serirdriry ® SC
Eden had near 100% germination while
Natural Bright germinated at 40%. The ears
of both varieties were sweet and had good
flavor. There was some smut on the ends of
Natural Bright cobs.

Eden
Natural Bright

cirdririny © 1]
U g i ) SW

Eden germinated at 100% compared to 50%
tor Natural Bright. Eden stalks were thicker. It
produced higher yields and its cobs were
more attractive. Natural Bright was sweeter
than Eden but had an irregular pattern of
kernels on the cobs.
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Eden
germinated far
better than
Natural Bright.
Its stalks were
healthy, sturdy
and produced
higher yields.

]
Best white
super sweet
corn variety

Top choice
Eden
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Prefer Eden (continued)

Eden 10%rdrAre © &
Natural Bright — 29riririrns @ SW
Almost every seed from Eden germinated,; it

seemed like they all came up the same day.
Only about five plants of Nazural Bright

Conclusions

Eden germinated far better than Natural
Bright. 1ts stalks were healthy, sturdy and
produced higher yields. Eden received higher
ratings than Natural Bright for ear appearance
and taste qualities. Natural Bright did not excel

Eden received
higher ratings
than Natural

germinated. in any trait agd most gardeners did not Bright for ear
recommend it. Not many gardeners were appearance
. interested in growing white sweet corn.
Prefer Natural Bright 8 & and taste
Eden 7ririnir ® 1] qualities.
Natural Bright 107 © SC
Natural Bright tasted better. My corn crop
struggled this year. Not many plants of Eden
emerged.
Eden oErErE: © &
Natural Bright 107riririrsr © MB
The ears of both varieties were well filled and
had a similar size. The ears were extremely
tasty and juicy, but Natural Bright had extra
sweetness and tenderness.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

X Comments

i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

Recommendation = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)\ (ves or no) Garden type
N 4
Variety A rninnT © &
Variety B WL © NC
N Location

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Cucumber, Japanese

Varieties

Sashimi

50 days. Fruits are dark, glossy and
attractive. Sweet flavor and small seed
cavities. Resists powdery mildew. Does not
require bees.

Summer Dance

60 days. Straight, glossy cukes of exceptional
quality. Productive vines tolerate heat and

diseases.

Data

Gardeners at 63 sites submitted information.
Summer

Trait Sashimi Dance Same

Germinated best 20% 27% 53%

Healthier plants 20 31 48

Harvested eatlier 57 31 11

Higher yields 29 47 24

More attractive cukes 20 35 45

Tasted better 25 27 47

Preference 44 56

Recommend (©) 69 78

Mean score' 7.42  7.69

Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Sashimi
TRARNY © 'y

CARRY © MN

Sashimi had healthier plants and produced
first.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

10K A AR © &
TRRRTY ® MN

Less than half of Summer Dance seeds

Sashimi

Summer Dance

germinated. Sashimi produced about 2 weeks
eatlier. Several of its cucumbers curled. The
taste of Sashimi was mild and light; the taste
of Summer Dance wasn’t bitter but had little
taste. Both varieties produced prolifically! 1
couldn’t even keep up with them—a bit
overwhelming,

IRARRTY © ]
SRR © SE

Sashimi
Summer Dance
Summer Dance germinated better and had

healthier plants. Sashimi produced the first
cukes and had a little better flavor.

Sashimi SRR © E
Summer Dance 7¥ririricsdy © SE

Sashimi was a very prolific producer. It
matured a few days earlier. Both germinated
very well and were very good tasting. Their
cucumbers cutled and did not stay straight.

Sashimi

IR AALr © &
SWAWIY ©  SE

Summer Dance is always excellent, but 1 was

Summer Dance

surprised how Sashimi lasted longer. It had a
scaly hardness that wasn’t attractive, but it
didn’t affect the excellent taste. I liked how
it lasted longer when I didn’t pick
immediately. Summer Dance turned yellow and
rotted quicket. Suzmmer Dance produced large,
good looking cukes.

SRR © &
SRR ® SE

Both varieties produced in abundance.
Sashimi produced more cucumbers. Its

Sashimi

Summer Dance

cucumbers were more uniform in shape and
had better flavor.

THidty © g
2otrtetety ®  SE

Sashimi produced higher yields and had more

Sashimi

Summer Dance

attractive cucumbers. Both varieties tasted
good, but I did not like the curved fruits.
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Gardeners
were
impressed with
theyields and
fruit qualities
of both
varieties.

Best
burpless
cucumber
varieties

Top choice
Summer
Dance

Strong

performers
Nokya
Orient

Express 11

Sashimi
Sweet Slice
Sweet Success
Tasty Green
Unagi
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Prefer Sashimi (continued)

TRRRLY © ]
CARRY © SE

The plants of both varieties had a
considerable amount of spots when they
were about 4 weeks old. I sprayed with a
copper fungicide and that did seem to help.
My other cucumber varieties in the same

Sashimi

Summer Dance

row were very minimally affected by the
spots—Ilikely a blight. Some of the
cucumbers had spots later in the season. I
have grown Swummer Dance before and the
plants didn’t have the blight like these did.
The cucumbers of both varieties were good
tasting;

IRAAAYr ©
TRARLY @ SE

There wete very few seeds in either vatiety.
Both varieties got foliar diseases but

Sashimi

Summer Dance

continued to produce fruit until frost.
Sashimi cacumbers were more attractive and
preferred by all who tasted the fruits. Sashimi
vines showed better disease resistance.

Sashimi 10K A AR © &
Summer Dance 7¥ririricdy ® SE

I preferred the taste and shape of Sashimi.
Its cucumbers were long and thinner. Summer
Dance cacumbers had more irregular shapes.

Sashimi produced a higher yield.

THiddtt © g
sirdrltrs ®  NC

Both varieties had nearly 100% germination.
There were mixed opinions/split decision on
which tasted better. Half of those who tried
them liked Sashimzi, and the other half
preterred Summer Dance. Sashimi had better
growth, healthier plants and higher yields.
Both varieties underperformed though. Was
it a bad year for cucumbers in general? We
tried multiple varieties in multiple locations
in the garden, and none performed as well

Sashimi

Summer Dance

as in previous years.

IRAAAYr ©
CARATY @ NC

I’ve never planted burpless cucumbers, but

Sashimi

Summer Dance

these were fun to grow. Sashimi grew very
large and attractive cucumbers that were
very tasty in salads.

Sashimi SEAAAY © &
Summer Dance 4¥ririsisis ® NC

Both were good varieties. Their cucumbers
were delicious and had few seeds. Sashimi
cucumbers grew bigger and were more
plentiful. I like to skin my cucumbers before
eating them; after skinning them there
wasn’t much cucumber flesh to enjoy.

10RRRRR ©
TRARNNY © SC

Sashimi cacumbers had smoother skins and

Sashimi

Summer Dance

fewer seeds.

SRR © &
SHALTY ®  SC

Sashimi was all around better. It produced
very long cukes and tasted great!

Sashimi

Summer Dance

104 kA& © E
IRARAT ©  SC

These two vatieties grew and produced well.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

Sashimi germinated better and produced
earlier.

10RRRRR ©
IRNRRRT © SC

Sashimi was ctispy and sweet! The plants of

Sashimi

Summer Dance

both varieties were healthy and grew well.

10RRRRR © -
IRARRTR © SC

Sashimi cacumbers stayed skinny when 1 did

Sashimi

Summer Dance

not pick on a timely basis.

Sashimi SRR © &
Summer Dance 7%y © SC

Both varieties grew well and their
cucumbers were delish for eating, I liked the
taste of Sashimi cacumbers bettet. Summer
Dance plants produced a higher yield. A
hailstorm damaged the attractiveness of the
plants in this trial but didn’t seem to cause
any problems with growth.

Sashimi 10RRARRY ©
Summer Dance 9Wriririris © SC

Sashimi produced fruit a few days earlier.
Vines of both varieties appeared to be quite
disease resistant. The plants recovered well
after a hailstorm in August.
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Sashimi
produced the
first
cucumbers.
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Prefer Sashimi (continued)
Sashimi 104k AAk © B
Summer Dance 97ririririy © SW

Both varieties were very prolific. I am still
getting cukes from them (October 30) in my
hoop house. Sashimi tasted better.

IRkl © &
SHARATY © SW

Sashimi cacumbers were more attractive and

Sashimi

Summer Dance

evenly shaped. Summer Dance vines were
healthier, produced earlier and produced
higher yields.

WY © ¢
2ttty ®  SW

Both varieties petrformed pootly, but Sashini

Sashimi

Summer Dance

grew better in my new raised beds and being
grown under extremely hot and windy
conditions.

IR AALr © &
SHARARRY © SD

These cucumbers seemed very similar. Both
had a great taste with few seeds. They also

Sashimi

Summer Dance

produced late in the season. Sashimi
produced ecarlier.

Prefer Summer Dance

TRy ®
IRAAAY ©
Sashimi produced fruit 7-10 days carlier

than Summer Dance. Both produced fruit well
into September. Fruits of both varieties

Sashimi

B3
MN

Summer Dance

were dark green and attractive. Swmmer
Dance had better cucumber flavor and was
very productive.

Sashimi TRt @ E
Summer Dance 9Wiririris © MN

1 like Summer Dance. 1t has a good, traditional
cucumber flavor and looks. Summer Dance
produced more fruit at first. Its cucumbers
were thicker and more uniform. Sashimi
started producing later and then got very
productive. Its fruits were long, straight and
skinny (too skinny). Summer Dance tasted like
a cucumber should. Sashimi tasted very mild,
almost tasteless; but some in my family
preferred its taste.
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CARRY ® .
SWRARRY © MN

Summer Dance was a better producer of
fruits early in the season. The cucumbers of

Sashimi

Summer Dance

both varieties had excellent taste.

SHRATTY ® E
SHARATY © NE

Both varieties were started inside under
lights. Eight plants of each variety were
planted next to a cattle panel trellis. Three
of the Sashimi plants died soon after
transplanting. Both varieties produced 10- to
12-inch cucumbers that were 1.0 to 1.5
inches in diametet. Summer Dance was the
better tasting with a sweet, crisp and
delicious cucumber taste. Summer Dance was
a very prolific producer all summer long.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

The long fruits
of both
varieties had a
tendency to
curl if grown
without a
trellis.

Sashimi

THiditt ® B
ofrdririrds ©  NE

Both varieties produced well but Swmmer
Dance was a more prolific producer. 1
preferred the taste of Swmmer Dance because
it was not as watery.

Summer Dance

Sashimi Sty @ &
Summer Dance 9Wriririris © NE

Summer Dance had very healthy, very long
vines that produced lots of cucumbers well
into the growing season. Sashimi had weak,
very short vines.

Sashimi

CRARRT © &
IRARRTR © SE

Both varieties germinated about the same
and had healthy plants. Their cucumbers
were very good in quality. Summer Dance just
grew like crazy and ended up producing

Summer Dance

many more cukes (143 versus 77 for
Sashin).

Ittty @ [
sAAtrtete ®  SE

Summer Dance produced about four
cucumbers while Sashimi produced nothing.
Both varieties were regularly visited by
pollinators, had plenty of watering, some
fertilizing, but they did not produce well.

Sashimi

Summer Dance
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Prefer Summer Dance (continued)

Sashimi ST ® &
Summer Dance 9Wriririris © SE

Summer Dance produced better tasting and
better looking cucumbers. Its cucumbers
had a slightly smoother skin. Sashimi ripened
first. Its cucumbers were a bit more bitter in
comparison to those of Swmmer Dance.

Sashimi SR @ &
Summer Dance 7%y © SE

Summer Dance fruits were better looking and
better tasting, Summer Dance fruits were
longer and thinner; Sashimi fruits were very
curly.

Sashimi IRARRTR © I
Summer Dance 10%ririririr © SE

Both varieties grew very well. Summer Dance
produced higher yields.

Sashimi SHARTY ®
Summer Dance 107 ¥riririr © NC

Summer Dance had good germination. Its
vines grew and spread producing lots of
cukes. Only about half of the Sashimi seeds
came up. They had cukes on when the vines
were small. Sashimi vines never grew as large
as the Summer Dance vines. We liked the taste
of both varieties.

Sashimi CRAAY @ E
Summer Dance 7%y © NC
Summer Dance tasted a little better. Neither

of the varieties produced very well so it was
hard to compare.

Sashimi SR AYy © &
Summer Dance 9¥riririris © NC

Both varieties produced a high yield. Summer
Dance was more productive. I pickled both
varieties and they tasted great.

SR @
CRATTY @ NC

Neither variety produced many cukes.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

Summer Dance produced a few more. I am

not sure why the varieties didn’t do well. I
grew Sashimi last year and it did better that
time.
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Sashimi

4hYrveYr @ &
SRRy © SC

Summer Dance excelled over Sashimi. 1t
germinated bettet, was healthier, produced
eatlier, produced more cucumbers, and its
cucumbers looked more attractive. The

Summer Dance

cucumbers of both varieties tasted fine.

Sashimi IR RAAL © E
Summer Dance 107r¥riririr © SC

Summer Dance had great taste! Both varieties
produced

Sashimi TRARLTr @ E cucumbers

Summer Dance 9¥riririris © SC

¢ b toced 2 hivher vicld that were

ummeer Dance produced a higher yield, so we .

ate more of them and we liked them. cr!sl)’ t_aSty’
thin-skinned

Sashimi giriririys © g andhad few

Summer Dance 9%iririris ©  sC  seeds.

They are both great varieties. Summer Dance Gardeners

had better taste and smaller seeds. were equally
split on which

Sashimi Akt © g e e

Summer Dance 9¥rririris © SC y

- better.

Sashimi produced the first cucumbers, but

Summer Dance produced a higher yield

overall. Summer Dance cucumbers looked

more attractive and tasted better.

Sashimi SHARATY © I

Summer Dance 9¥riririris © SC

Both varieties produced well, but Summer

Dance had better germination.

Sashimi IR AALr ©

Summer Dance 10%r¥ririrr © SC

Both varieties wete very desirable. Their

cucumbers had excellent flavor. Sashimi

produced the first cucumbers and its fruits

were straighter. Sashimi was a little easier to

harvest because its plants were more upright

and less compressed. Swmmer Dance

produced 660 pounds compated to 345

pounds for Sashimi. Sashimi vines developed

burned leaves eatly in the season, and both

varieties had leaf burn by the end of the

season (maybe an irrigation problem).

Sashimi produced more abundantly last year.
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Prefer Summer Dance (continued)

Sashimi SHAAAY © ]
Summer Dance 97ririririy © SC

Summer Dance produced earlier and higher
yields.

2RV eYeYy @
SRR © SC
Summer Dance had healthier plants and

produced more. I had to reseed Sashini and
it was very slow to produce.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

THiddtt © g
sty ©  SC

Summer Dance produced a slightly higher
yield.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

TRRRRY © .
SWRRARY © NW

These looked like perfect, catalog-worthy
varieties until we got the really hot weather.
The vines didn’t like the heat, but continued
producing—they just didn’t look as pretty.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

The two varieties were very similar for us. I
cut up cucumbers of both varieties and
asked my family to vote; that came out even
with most people cleatly preferring one over
the other. Summer Dance was a bit crisper to
me.

Sty ©
CRARTY © NW

Summer Dance produced more cukes and had

Sashimi

Summer Dance

great flavor. It produced all the way into
October. Both varieties had very healthy
vines and lots of blossoms all summer.

Sashimi IRNRARY ©
Summer Dance 107 ¥riririr © SW

Summer Dance was been my favorite for
many years. I love the crunch and flavor of
its cucumbers. In this trial, the flavor and
crunch of both varieties were superb. The
cucumbers were long and straight with thin
skin. There was no need to peel the
cucumbers.

Sashimi IR AALr © &
Summer Dance 107r¥riririr © SW

Both varieties produced high yields. Summer
Dance cacumbers had a better shape. Sashimi
cucumbers were more bent.

CARRY ® .
SWRRARY © SD

Summer Dance plants were healthier and
produced higher yields. The cucumbers of
both varieties stayed firm with little seed.
Summer Dance cacumbers seemed to stay
slimmer.

Sashimi

Summer Dance

Sashimi ARRTIeTe ®
Summer Dance 7%y © SD

Summer Dance vines were healthier and
produced higher yields. Summer Dance
cucumbers were more attractive and tasted
better.

No Preference

Sashimi 10 ARARY ©
Summer Dance 107ririririr © SE

I thought both varieties were great. They
had amazing taste; I could eat the whole
cucumber including the skin. The yields
were plentiful. The only negative point was
the skins seemed to blemish when they were
mature.

Conclusions

Gardeners were impressed with the yields
and fruit qualities of Sashimi and Summer
Dance. Both varieties produced cucumbers
that were crisp, tasty, thin-skinned and had
few seeds. Gardeners were equally split on
which variety tasted better. The long fruits
of both varieties had a tendency to curl if
grown without a trellis. Both varieties
produced cucumbers late into the growing
season. Sashimi produced the first
cucumbets. Summer Dance had vigorous vines
that produced higher yields at more sites.
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Both varieties
produced
cucumbers
late into the
growing
season.
Summer Dance
had vigorous
vines that
produced
higher yields at
more sites.
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Cucumber, Pickling

Varieties

Avenger

55 days. Disease-resistant vines produce
good yields of dark green, blocky fruits all
summer and well into fall.

Super Max

55 days. Dark green, smooth and blocky
fruits. Fruit quality is outstanding all

summer.

Data

Gardeners at 46 sites submitted information.
Super

Trait Avenger Max  Same

Germinated best 28% 25%  48%

Healthier plants 20 37 44

Harvested earlier 49 29 22

Higher yields 24 44 32

More attractive cukes 20 38 43

Tasted better 15 31 54

Preference 33 67

Recommend (©) 71 79

Mean score! 7.24 7.81

Median score' 8.00 8.50

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Avenger
Avenger SRARAY © &
Super Max ATrTeTee ® MN

Avenger had more fruits. Its plants were
better looking and withstood the wetter
ground better.

IR AALr © E
SHARATY © SE

You couldn’t go wrong with either variety.
The cucumbers of these varieties were very
similar in appearance and taste. 1 gave the
nod to Avenger because it grew faster in the
beginning and produced the first fruit.

Avenger
Super Max

Avenger IRARRL © & Avenger

Super Max SWARRY © SE produced the

Not our best year for cucumbers. Maybe we  fijrst fruits at

planted even a little “too” late [sown June 5]. more sites

Avenger did not germinate as well. We

enjoyed the taste and look of Avenger

cucumbers. Super Max produced earlier and

higher yields.

Avenger 4RRTTY © &

Super Max 19rTevry ® SE

Avenger produced some cucumbers but Super

Max produced none.

Avenger 10 R ARE © E

Super Max TRARLTr © SE

Avenger had an amazing yield. Super Max had

an okay yield. Avenger cacumbers had a

better appearance. The cucumbers of both

varieties had good flavor. I

Best pickling

Avenger 104 R ARE © ) cucumber

Super Max 9fﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ? ® SE varieties

All.se.eds came up. The vines of both Top choice

varieties were very healthy. ~Avenger produced Homemade

the eatliest and most cucumbers; Avenger Pickles

produced 5-9 cucumbers per day. The

cucumbers of both varieties were beautiful. Strong

Avenger tasted a little mild yet had more perfgrmers

cucumber flavor. Alibi
Calypso

Avenger TRARIY © B Eureka.

Super Max SAAAYYY ®  SE H-i9 Lfltﬂe

ea

I got more cucumbers from Avenger. Max Pack

Super Max
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Prefer Avenger (continued)

IR A ARy © &
2/VeYeYeyr @ NC

Super Max had very poor germination. I
sowed the trial on May 10 and had to
replant later. The cold weather may have
impacted their germination as other varieties

Avenger
Super Max

I planted struggled to emerge. Avenger had
better germination and earlier production.

oririilt © g
sty ©  SC

This trial got hit by a hailstorm, but the
plants recovered and kept producing well
into October! Apenger had slightly better
looking plants and a slightly higher yield.

Avenger
Super Max

IRAAAL ©
TRARLY © SC

Avenger outproduced Super Max, but both
varieties were great.

Avenger
Super Max

oririilt © ¢
Tordrdits ©  NW

Avenger had better germination.

Avenger
Super Max

IRAAAYr ©
TRARLY @ SW

Avenger made crisper pickles. I would

Avenger
Super Max

definitely use it again for pickles.

IRAAAL © -
TRARLY @ SW

Twenty-six Avenger seedlings emerged
compared to only one for Super Max.

Avenger
Super Max

Avenger had better flavor and made great
pickles.

Prefer Super Max

shfrftrty ® @
SAARRY © MN
The germination rates were similar and their

vines looked healthy. Super Max produced
about a week earlier and produced two

Avenger
Super Max

times as many fruits overall. Super Max
cucumbers were crispet, had better color

and shape, and pickled better. Avenger

cucumbers had a sharper, almost bitter taste.
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SARTY © z
CARRTY © NE

Super Max excelled in all yield and fruit
quality traits.

Avenger
Super Max

Ty © -
IRAAAY © SE

Both varieties germinated well, had very

Avenger
Super Max

healthy plants and produced very high yields.
Super Max cucumbers looked wonderful and
The vines of

both varieties
were healthy
and produced

were exactly what we hoped for. We used
Super Max cucumbers mostly for pickling,
The size was perfect and the overall taste
and freshness were exactly what we wete
looking for in our recipes. The overall taste

of Super Max was better. excellent
yields.

Avenger 2% @ z

Super Max IR © SE

Super Max had higher yields and tasted

better.

Avenger TRARIY © &

Super Max IRARAL © SE

Both vatieties produced excellent yields.
None of the cucumbers were bitter or got
hollow centers. Super Max produced eatlier
and was a great pickler.

IRk © &
10RRRRR © SE

Both varieties produced abundantly. I gave
away numerous boxes of cukes! Initially

Avenger
Super Max

Avenger produced more; Super Max caught
up and later exceeded the yield of Avenger.
Super Max had more uniformly shaped
fruits, whereas Avenger fruits were often
bulbous on one end.

SRR ®
10RRRRR © NC

Super Max had better germination. Its vines
were loaded going into the fall. They never

Avenger
Super Max

stopped producing even going into October.
Although I thought Avenger tasted a bit
better, there was no difference when it came
to making pickles, and that’s what I used
these for.
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Prefer Super Max (continued)

4hYrYeYr @ &
IRAAAY ©  NC

Super Max cucumbers kept their green color
longer as they grew bigger. Super Max

cucumbers tasted better.

Avenger
Super Max

SRR @ &
10 RARE © NC

Super Max was the better producer and had
sturdier vines.

Avenger
Super Max

IRARRTR © E
10" RRRRY © SC

These varieties were similar for all traits.

Avenger
Super Max

st ® ¢
odrdrirdrr ©  SC

I liked the uniformity and nice, green color
of Super Max fruits. They were good for
pickling and fresh eating. Super Max

produced more.

Avenger
Super Max

2RI @ -
4RATTY © SC

Super Max produced a higher yield. Its
cucumbers looked more attractive and
tasted better. The shape of _Avenger
cucumbers was bad; it peaked on one end.

Avenger
Super Max

sty © ¢
ofrdriridy ©  SC

Super Max produced a higher yield. Other
than that, there was not much difference
between the two varieties.

Avenger
Super Max

TRRRRNY ® &
10RRRRR © SC

Super Max had better yield and quality.

Avenger
Super Max

siriririrts © ¢
offriAtr ©  SC

Super Max was overall a healthier plant.
Neither variety produced abundantly.

Avenger
Super Max

SRR © E
IRRARL ©  SC

Super Max produced eatlier and a higher
yield overall.

Avenger
Super Max

Thirdklrr © ¢
Sriririrty ©  SC

Not sure what happened this year but I feel
like I had tons of blooms on both varieties

Avenger
Super Max

but not many cucumbers. My yield was less
than in previous yeats. Super Max had a
better germination rate.

Avenger SRR ® &

Super Max IRARAY © SC

Super Max had better germination (17 Super Max
seedlings compated to 5 for Avenger), and produced

thus had a better yield. highel‘ yields at
Avenger 2RI ® é more sites.
Super Max SHARATY © SC

I had 100% germination on Super Max; only
50% on Avenger. 1 even replanted Avenger
and did not get any more to germinate.
Avenger plants were not as healthy. Wow, the
cucumbers produced on these varieties were
picklers as the packet said. They held their
size for a couple of days so I didn’t have to
make pickles every day.

W ® g
sirdrtetety ®  SC

I actually didn’t care for either of these
varieties. The cucumbers went from a nice,
smaller pickling size to a fat cucumber way

Avenger
Super Max

too fast. They didn’t produce very well.
Super Max germinated faster and I got a few
more cucumbers of that variety.

SRR © &
10 R ARE © SC

Super Max had a darker color and seemed to
have a thicker skin. I would prefer them for
pickling because their thicker skin would be
less likely to get soggy on me when pickling;

Avenger
Super Max

IRWRRTR ® E
10RRRRR © NW

Both varieties produced good yields, and
their cucumbers were of uniform size. I
harvested almost 300 pounds in total. Super
Max produced more yield and had a crispy

Avenger
Super Max

taste.
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Prefer Super Max (continued)
SWALTY © -
10 ARARY © NW

I prefer the appearance and flavor of Super
Max. The verdant green color of its

Avenger
Super Max

cucumbers was lovely. Super Max vines were
more productive.

Thirdklrr © ¢
THirdfty ©  SC

Both varieties were quick to germinate. It

Avenger
Super Max

was amazing to watch the vines of these
varieties grow almost as if they were racing
Their cucumbers were so delicious.

Avenger 100 AR AL ©
A b i
Avenger 8 e © Super Max 10 © SwW
Super Max 10ARARY © Nw  Both of these varieties produced a massive
) ) amount of fruit from the beginning of July More
Super Max vines were healthier and more . .
: i until the end of September. I picked every gardeners

productive. The fruits had good flavor.
2-3 days and always had a great supply referred the
from all the plants! P . o

Avenger CRARTY © & fruit qualities

Super Max SHAAATY © SwW Conclusions of Super Max.

Eeoti}elrvii:lf dt;es grew well. Super Max had Avenger and Super Max both grew well. Their Its cucu!nbers

yiees. vines were healthy and produced excellent were uniform,
Avenger SR AR © b ?elds. Avenger producefi the ﬁrst fruits, but crisp and tasty.
uper Max produced higher yields at more

Super Max 108kt © SW' ites. More gardeners preferred the fruit

Super Max produced eatlier and higher qualities of Super Max. Its cucumbers were

yields. I got enough cucumbers for pickling uniform, crisp and tasty.

and for slicers.

No Preference

Avenger 100 AR AL © &

Super Max 10% AR AR © SE

I could tell no difference between these

varieties. They both did very welll They are

the best pickling cucumbers I’'ve ever had!

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from & = Organic MN = Minnesota

B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety

east to west) [l = Uses inorganic fertilizers
@ = Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
Vaticty A wrtteo  ¢¥
Variety B AT ® NC

X Comments

NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Cucumber, Slicing

Varieties

Gateway

56 days. New! Vigorous vines resist downy
mildew and other diseases. High yields are
produced all summer and well into fall.

Stonewall

53 days. Dark green, smooth, 8-inch fruits
have exceptional quality. Vines resist
diseases.

Data

Gardeners at 27 sites submitted information.
Stone-

Trait Gateway wall ~ Same

Germinated best 23% 27% 50%

Healthier plants 27 27 45

Harvested eatlier 42 42 16

Higher yields 25 50 25

More attractive cukes 33 33 33

Tasted better 20 30 50

Preference 50 50

Recommend (©) 71 67

Mean score! 6.52 6.81

Median score' 7.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Gateway
Gateway IRAARL ©
Stonewall SWRRRY © SE

Gateway produced a nice, slim, slicing
cucumber with a small seed cavity. It did not
get bitter during hot weather.

SWRRARY © &
TRRRTY ® NC

Both varieties had nice slicers with small

Gateway

Stonewall

seed cavities and stayed sweet tasting.
Gateway cukes were thinner skinned and had
less prickles. I thought both varieties could
have produced more cukes.

IRARRL © -
ST ® SC

Gateway
Stonewall

Gateway ripened earlier. Its cucumbers were
more attractive and had better flavor.

shiriirts © ¢
1rtrtrdr?y ®  SC

Gateway was good. Stonewall failed for me. 1

Gateway

Stonewall

replanted and they never came up. I am not

sure why.
Gateway TRARIY © &
Stonewall SRRy ® SC

Gateway vines stayed compact while those of
Stonewall went haywire. Gateway produced
eatlier but Swmewall produced more
cucumbers. Swonewall cucumbers came out
of the garden with many scratches/dents.
Stonewall cacumbers tasted bitter more often
than Gateway cucumbers.

SRAAAY © ¢
TRARLY @ SC
Gateway produced first but Stonewall yielded

well after it got started. Gareway cucumbers
were more attractive.

Gateway

Stonewall

104k A&k © E
SWAWIY ©  SC

Both varieties are suitable for growing in
North Dakota gardens. Both varieties
appeared to be very disease resistant.
Stonewall took an inordinately long time to
germinate; up to 18 days for some of the

Gateway

Stonewall

plants.
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Gardeners
liked the fruit
quality of both
varieties. Their
fruits were
crisp and
sweet with
small seed
cavities.

Best slicing
cucumber
varieties

Top choice
General Lee

Strong

performers
Bristol
Dasher 11
Raceway
Raider
Straight Hight



Prefer Gateway (continued)
SWARAY © B
TRARLYY © NW

The superior taste of Gateway cucumbers
outweighed the more attractive appearance

Gateway
Stonewall

of Stonewall cacumbers. Stonewall produced
carlier while Gateway produced higher yields

overall.
Gateway TRARIY © &
Stonewall SRR ® SwW

Gateway plants were healthier and better
producers.

Prefer Stonewall
Gateway SRy ©
Stonewall TRARRY © MN

The germination rate of the varieties was
fairly equal and the vines of both varieties
showed no disease or insect damage.
Stonewall produced two times as many
cucumbers as Gateway. Stonewall cucumbers
were firmer and had a crisp taste. Gateway
cucumbers had a mote consistent shape and
had a mellower, more watery taste.

ATy ® .
SARNTY © MN

Stonewall had healthier, more vigorous plants.

Gateway
Stonewall

29Ty ® %
SWRRARY © SE

Stonewall was better in all traits. Its
cucumbers were larger.

Gateway
Stonewall

shiriiets ® ¢
ofrdririrds ©  NC

Stonewall outshined Gateway in all traits. Its
plants were very healthy. I would grow it
again.

Gateway

Stonewall

sty © ¢
odrdrirdrr ©  SC

We started picking on August 1 and Gateway

Gateway

Stonewall

had a few more cucumbers that day. In
total, Stonewall produced 495 pounds
compared to 330 pounds for Gareway. Some
cucumbers of both varieties got too large
and were not included in these totals. Both
varieties had good flavor.

Gateway

Sty © &

Stonewall

Stonewall produced very quickly and gave us
lots of delicious cukes to eat. The taste of
both varieties was refreshing. The
cucumbers had firm, flavorful textures and
did not have too many seeds.

CRAAYY © &
IRARAY © SW

Both varieties grew well. Their fruit sizes
and yields were excellent. Stonewall produced

Gateway
Stonewall

first and its cucumbers were more uniform
in shape and size compared to Gateway.

I ® ¢
chrirdrirdy ©  SW

Stonewall produced many more fruit and

Gateway

Stonewall

tolerated extreme heat and wind better in
my newly established raised bed and trellis

system.
Gateway SRAYTr ®
Stonewall TRARANY © SD

Stonewall produced earlier and higher yields.
Its cucumbers were more attractive and
tasted better. Gazeway plants were healthier.

No Preference
SRR © E
SWRRARY © NE

I did not notice much difference between
these varieties.

Gateway
Stonewall

AR ® g
Sir ®  NC

Neither produced well enough to compare.

Gateway
Stonewall

Sy © &
SRR © SC

Both varieties produced high yields. They
produced for a long time. Their cucumbers

Gateway
Stonewall

tasted very good.

Conclusions

Gardeners split evenly on their preferred
variety. Gardeners liked the fruit quality of
both varieties. Their fruits were crisp and
sweet with small seed cavities. The vines of
both vatieties were healthy. Stonewall
produced higher yields at more sites.
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CARRTY © NW

Stonewall
produced
higher yields.



Cucumber, Snack

Varieties

Green Light

42 days. Vines produce high yields of 3-inch,
seedless and smooth fruits. Very early. Award
winner.

Snack

50 days. Dark green, mini cukes are smooth,
sweet and non-bitter. No bees needed.
Vigorous vines.

Data

Gardeners at 76 sites submitted information.
Green

Trait Light Snack Same

Germinated best 34% 28%  38%

Healthier plants 24 24 52

Harvested earlier 43 43 15

Higher yields 38 35 26

More attractive cukes 25 33 42

Tasted better 15 30 55

Preference 47 53

Recommend (©) 81 78

Mean score! 7.70 7.66

Median score' 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Green Light
Green Light IRNARATY © E
Snack SWRRRY © MN

Green Light cucumbers tasted a little better.

Green Light IRARRTR © E
Snack SWRRRY © MN

We love snack cucumbers and both vatieties
tasted really good. Swack produced earlier
while Green Light produced higher overall
yields.

Green Light IRARRTR © I
Snack CRRRTY ® MN

We grew cucumbers in a raised garden bed
and they climbed a fence. These varieties
did well growing this way. Green Light tasted
better and germinated at a much higher rate.

Green Light
Snack

Green Light plants were healthier and
produced a little eatlier. Both varieties
produced a very high yield. The cucumbers
of both varieties were both delicious but
Snack tasted just a little better.

SARRRY © ]
TRRRLY © SE

Green Light 10RRRRR © E
Snack CRRRTY ® SE

Green Light germinated better. Its vines grew
faster and produced eatlier.

Green Light SWRRANT © &
Snack TRRRLY © SE

These are best two varieties of cukes that
I've planted. Both varieties produced a lot
of cucumbers, and they produced and grew
very rapidly. Green Light cacumbers were a
little slimmer and crunchier, which I liked.
The cucumbers of both varieties had a lot
of scarring and deformities as the season

progressed.
Green Light TRRRRY © I
Snack ARAIT ® SE

Green Light produced higher yields than
Snack. Though both had anthracnose, Green
Light seemed to fair better than Snack.
Members of Finley Senior Citizens
preferred Green Light due to the freshness
of its taste, but my partner and I thought
Snack tasted better.
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Green Light
has always
performed well
in our trials,
and it
performed well
this year.

Best
snacking
cucumber
varieties

Top choice
Green Light

Strong

performers
Mercury
Muncher
Snack
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Prefer Green Light (continued)

Green Light ATy ® z
Snack 19Tevny ® SE

Green Light had better looking plants and
produced earlier yields. The vines of both
varieties lost the battle with cucumber

beetles.

Green Light IRARRTR ©
Snack SWRARY © SE

Both varieties did really well. I liked that
Green Light cucumbers had a smoother,
thinner skin. Szack cucumbers were a bit
prickly.

Green Light CARRY © I
Snack ARRTIeTe ® NC

I planted along a trellis. The plants of both
vatieties were small. Green Light cacumbers
were bigger and straighter. The fruits of
both varieties had smooth skin, not like
regular cucumbers, and tasted good.

Green Light 10RRRRR © I
Snack IRNRARY © NC

We got loads of cukes from both varieties.
We love these cucumbers. We liked the
shape, size and skin better of the Green Light
cukes.

Green Light 10RRRRR ©
Snack TRRRLY © NC

Green Light germinated first, had stronger
vines, and continued producing into
October. Its fruits had a very clean, crisp,
cucumber flavor. Snack had smaller plants;
its cucumbers had a little tougher skin and
okay flavor.

Green Light ATy © ]
Snack k)~ takokon i) NC

Both varieties had nearly 100% germination.
As far as taste goes, Green Light had only a
slight edge over Snack. Both varieties
underperformed. This may have been a bad
year for cucumbers in general. We tried
multiple varieties in multiple locations in the
garden, and none performed as well as in
previous years.

Green Light IRARRTR © &
Snack CRARTY © NC

Both varieties were destroyed by hail, and 1
was impressed with both varieties for
rebounding, Green Light recovered better. It
produced fruits 1 week earlier. Green Light
fruits were more uniform. Snack had some
fruits that were oblong in shape. No
differences were noted in flavor. Both
vatieties tasted good eaten fresh or as
refrigerator pickles.

Green Light IRARRTR © I
Snack TRARIY © NC

Green Light had healthier looking plants that
produced a little eatlier. Both varieties
trellised well and withstood winds and
inconsistent watering. Both varieties
produced a lot of cucumbers and tasted
delicious.

Green Light 10RRRRR © I
Snack IR ® SC

Green Light produced more cucumbers.
Snack vines were less productive and its
fruits were odd in shape.

Green Light SARNY ® ]
Snack IR ® SC

Green Light cacumbers were more attractive
and tasted better. Snack cucumbers were

prickly and required peeling;

Green Light IRARRTR © E
Snack SARTY ® SC

We had a hail and wind storm on August 0.
Leaves were stripped off vines, which were
on a trellis. Green Light vines recovered and
produced cucumbers. Snack vines did not.

Green Light SWRRARY ©
Snack TRRRTY © SC

Green Light had much better germination.

Green Light IRARRTR © ]
Snack SWRRARNY © SC

These vatieties were awesome and produced
abundantly. Green Light produced more
cucumbers earlier in the season.
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The vines of
both varieties
were healthy
and produced
abundantly.
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Prefer Green Light (continued)

Green Light 10RRRRR © &
Snack SWARRY ® SC

Green 1ight was such a delicious cucumber; it
was very vigorous and prolific. Green Light
kept producing well into September. The
cucumbers of both varieties were very
sweet and never bitter, even when they got
quite large.

Green Light IRARRTR © ]
Snack SRR © SC

Both varieties were high producers and had
good flavor and crunch. Swack seemed to
produce more in the eatly season (cooler
weather) and Green Light seemed to take off
and produce better in the later season (once
it got hot). Production overall was similar
with Green Light producing about 6% more
overall. Green Light fruits were a bit more
consistent in flavor.

Green Light IRARRTR © I
Snack CRRRWY © SC

Green Light germinated better, produced
more and tasted better. I have grown snack
cucumbers before, and they are my favorite

cucumbers.
Green Light IRARRTR ©
Snack CRARTY ® NW

Green Light cucumbers were better looking,
Snack cucumbers were more oblong and
misshapen. Green Light produced a higher
yield.

Green Light TRARIY ©
Snack 4 RTreTe ®
Green Light had 100% germination and

Snack only had 33% despite several hills
being replanted. Snack plants did grow well

NW

though once it germinated. The cucumbers
of both varieties tasted alright. I prefer
Green Light because 1 don’t have a long
growing season to mess with low
germination rates.

Green Light 10% AR AL © I
Snack TRARIY © NW
We really enjoyed these cucumbers. Our

grandkids feasted on them. Green Light
germinated better.

10R AR AT © &
SWARRY © NW

Green Light germinated at a higher rate. Green
Light plants produced longer. They remained
healthy and productive into late September.
The cucumbers of both varieties tasted
good, but the flavor of Green Light persisted
even when the cucumbers were left on the

Green Light
Snack

vine a bit too long.

Green Light — 10%%%&%% © @  The fruits of
Snack oickicicle ©  SW poth varieties
The cucumbers of both varieties were very had good flavor

tasty; none were bitter! Green Light produced
more cukes. and crunch.
Green Light SWRARRY © Bz
Snack TRARANY © SW

These varieties were quite similar. Green
Light had a better yield and was a nice-
shaped cucumber. Snack was shaped more
like a pickling cucumber. Snack produced a
couple days earlier.

Green Light TRRRRY © B3
Snack SHARTY © SW

I don’t think it was a good year for
cucumbers overall. I planted some picklers
and slicers as well, and all the varieties did
not do that great. Green Light performed
better than Swack. It germinated at a higher
rate, produced more and tolerated the
extreme conditions better.

Prefer Snack
Green Light SHRARRY ®
Snack 10RRRRR © MN

Both varieties had 100% germination and
their vines stayed healthy all season. Swack
had higher yields. Its cucumbers were long
and slender with more crunch.

Green Light IRARRTR © ]
Snack 10" RRRR © MN

I really liked both of these varieties but the
germination rate and flavor of Swack was
better. Both vatieties were healthy. Green
Light was more productive and its fruits had
a more consistent shape and size. I liked the
flavor of both varieties but Swack was a bit
sweetef.
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Prefer Snack (continued)

Green Light TRRRLY © &
Snack SWARRY © MN

Snack leaves were greener and bigger. Snack
produced first.

Green Light TRRRTNY © ]
Snack SWRARY © NE

I liked that Swack produced a little earlier
and a slightly higher yield overall. The vines
of both varieties started to brown and peter
out at the end of August.

Green Light TRy - &
Snack SAAAATY - NE

Snack had more uniform fruits. Green Light
produced earlier and higher yields. The fruits
of both varieties were good eaters but short
and stubby compared to fruits of burpless

varieties.
Green Light ATy ®
Snack 10 ARARY © NE

Snack tasted better and gave a higher yield.
The planting on May 14 had poor
germination. I replanted on June 7. The
majority of seeds of both varieties did not
germinate, but Suack germinated better.

Green Light CARRY ® -
Snack SWRRARY © SE

Snack cucumbers had a wonderful taste that
was fresh and crisp. Green Light cacumbers
got larger than expected and had an
hourglass shape. The leaves of Green Light
turned yellow and had small holes form in
them. This may be from the overabundance
of rain this year, but the other varieties of
cucumber did not do that.

Green Light AT ® I
Snack SWRARY © SE

Both varieties produced well. Snack
cucumbers were more uniform in shape and
tasted better.

Green Light 29Ty ® &
Snack IRTTY ® SE

Snack cucumbers had a little better taste. 1
am not a fan of snack cucumbers because 1
am spoiled by the taste of Summer Dance.

Green Light SHRRARY ® &
Snack 10 ARARY © SE

Snack cucumbers were smoother and
shorter. Green Light produced the first
cucumbers.

Green Light SARNTY © ]
Snack SWRRARY © SE

Uneven rainfall for both varieties led to
their skins having streaks and cracks. This
was somewhat unattractive but didn’t affect
taste. Snack cucumbers tasted better and had
smaller seeds.

Green Light IRARRTR ©
Snack 10 ARARY © NC

Snack had nice, small cucumbers that were
great for pickles. Both varieties produced

very well.
Green Light IRARRTR ©
Snack 10 R ARE © NC

Snack produced a little better. We were able
to give away lots of cucumbers. Our
grandkids loved them.

Green Light CARRY © I
Snack IRNRARY © NC

The shape, flavor, size and emergence of
Snack were all great. Green Light cacumbers
turned yellow much faster and had the
problem where half of the cucumber is
super skinny and the other half is fat. Snack
cucumbers did not have that problem.

Green Light SWRRART ® I
Snack 10 ARARY © NC

Both produced healthy plants, and both
climbed well on a cattle panel trellis. Both
provided high yields. As my garden is 100
miles from my home base, I was not in my
garden every day. This caused some of the
fruit to be large in both varieties. However,
both varieties were delicious no matter the
size of the fruit. I ate more cucumbers this
summer than in my entire life due to the
taste and small seed size of both varieties. 1
loved them both! The shape of the Snack

fruit was more attractive.
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Afew
cucumbers of
both varieties
were
misshapen due
to poor
pollination.
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Prefer Snack (continued)

Green Light SRR © &
Snack IRNRARY © NC

This was a really good year for cucumbers,
and Swack outperformed Green Light in all
traits. Both varieties were very productive. 1
used the cucumbers in my salads and both
varieties tasted great.

Green Light IRARRTR © &
Snack 10 ARARY © NC

These varieties were both great and
produced a lot of cucumbers. Snack
produced a little more.

Green Light SRR © I
Snack IRNRARY © SC

Snack germinated better and was healthier. It
produced earlier and higher yields. I had to
replant Green Light after hail damaged its
vines on June 2. Both varieties were
susceptible to leaf spot.

Green Light TRRRRY ©
Snack SWARRY © SC

Snack cucumbers were a bit bigger than
Green Light cucumbers.

Green Light SRR @

Snack 10RRARY © SC
Snack was better overall including in
production.

Green Light SHWANY © z
Snack IRAAAL © SC

I liked the color and shape of Snack fruits.

Green Light SWRRARY © ]
Snack IRARRTR © SC

Both varieties germinated at near 100%.
Both varieties grew well but were not as
prolific as I thought they’d be. I got about
three cucumbers per plant. Snack produced
a few more.

Green Light CARRY ® I
Snack TRRRTY © SC

Snack produced a higher yield. Its leaves
were less prone to burning in the sun. Snack
cucumbers looked and tasted better.

Green Light SWRRARY © &
Snack IRRARY © SC

It was so easy to wash the Snack cucumbers.

Green Light SWRRARY © I
Snack IRNRARY © SC

Snack cucumbers were small, crisp and juicy.
The plants of both varieties were healthy
and grew well.

Green Light SWRARRY © I
Snack IRNRARY © SC

Many of the Green Light fruits were funny
shaped unlike the Snack fruits which were
straight. Both varieties were very tasty. My
children really liked them.

Green Light IRNARRN © &
Snack 10 ARRLY © SC

Snack cucumbers were not as seedy if not
picked on a timely basis.

Green Light IRARRTR © I
Snack 104 R ARE © sC

Both varieties were very good. Snack had a
little better flavor; almost a little sweeter. My
grandson, age 10, who is a very picky eater,
absolutely loved them both! I would grow
these every summer!

Green Light SARTY ® ]
Snack SWRRART ® SC

Snack produced a higher yield but neither
variety produced well. Snack cucumbers
tasted better.

Green Light TRRRTY ®
Snack 10RRRRR ©

Snack cucumbers have better looks and

NW

flavor. It is a great cucumber for snacking;
Overall, Snack plants did better. The leaves
of both varieties turned yellow in mid-
August. I think this was due to the soil in the
garden box.

Green Light SWRARY © I
Snack IRNRARY © SW

Snack cucumbers had better flavor.
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Allin all,
Snack
matched Green
Light in
earliness, yield
and fruit
quality traits.
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Prefer Snack (continued)

Green Light SARNTrY © &
Snack CRARITTY © SW
Snack had healthier vines and more

attractive cukes. Green Light produced eatlier
and higher yields.

No Preference

Green Light 10" RRRRY © &
Snack 10 ARARY © SE

Both varieties were very good. I honestly
cannot differentiate between the two. The
cucumbers of both varieties had a great
taste, and both vatieties produced more than

Green Light TRARYY © & we could eat or give away. These cucumbers
Snack IRRRRT © SW were great snackers, skin and all.
The taste and texture of Snack was better; S .

’ i nackis a
even the skin I thought. I liked the lack of Conclusions ..
large seeds once you cut it or bit into it. The vines of both Green Light and Snack Pl‘O_mlSIng

were healthy and produced abundantly. variety that
Green Light CRRRTY @ E Their fruits had good flavor and crunch. A warrants
Snack SHRRRY © SD fexy cucumbers of both Var.ieﬂc?s Wer‘e further testing.
Green Light cacambers had a tendency to get m%sshap en due to poor polhnatloTl. Green .
Light has always performed well in our trials,
fat even when they were small. ] 3 )
and it performed well this year. All in all,
Green Light SRR © & Snack n}atcheé Gree-ﬂ Light 1n.earhness,. y.1e1d
ArirAAd © and fruit quality traits. Snack is a promising
Snack 10 D variety that warrants further testing.
Snack cucumbers were a little crisper and
better tasting. Both varieties were healthy.
Green Light produced 1 week earlier.
Green Light IRARAY ©
Snack 10ARAREY © MB
Snack had more vigorous vines and was a
more prolific producer. Swack had very nice,
small, crunchy fruits with very tender skins.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from & = Organic MN = Minnesota

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

east to west) [l = Uses inorganic fertilizers
@ = Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
Vaticty A wrtteo  ¢¥
Variety B AT ® NC

NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Greens, Komatsuna

Varieties

Green River

35 days. Dark green leaves and narrow
petioles. Use in salads when young. Steam,
stir fry or use in soups when mature. Heat
tolerant.

Malachai

30 days. Upright, large, dark green plants
tolerate heat and grow rapidly. Delicious and

nutritious.

Data

Gardeners at 30 sites submitted information.
Green

Trait River Malachai Same

Germinated best 22% 15% 63%

Healthier plants 26 13 61

Harvested eatlier 23 23 54

Higher yields 33 13 54

More attractive 25 21 54

Tasted better 21 21 58

Preference 57 43

Recommend (©) 59 52

Mean score' 6.56 6.22

Median score! 7.00 6.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Green River

Green River SWRTr ® I
Malachai ATy ® MN

Green River plants were bigger and more
attractive. Bugs ate holes in the leaves and
caused damage to both varieties.

Green River 10RRARRY © -
Malachai CRRRTY ® MN

Green River plants were healthier and looked
more attractive. Green River is still growing
new shoots in early September. Malachai
leaves wilted and turned brown in August.

Green River TRERTY © & Many sites
Malachai AT @ NE experienced
They were both severely attacked by flea major

beetles! Green River plants were fuller than infestations of

those of Malachai. 1 probably won’t plant it
again. Our family didn’t enjoy the taste, and
the flea beetles were really thick on them!

flea beetles.

Green River SARTY ® &
Malachai ATy ® SE

Green River leaves were darker green.
Malachai plants had a slightly larger canopy.
Both had significant flea beetle infestations
throughout the season.

THikte © ¢
A~ gskoko ko kY SE
Only half as many Malachai seedlings came

up, and the variety simply did not perform
well.

Green River
Malachai

3ty © &
2/ @  NC

Green River was less bitter and had better
flavor. It had a strong mustard taste; its
younger leaves tasted better. Flea beetles

Green River
Malachai

destroyed the trial, and no yield data was

collected.

Green River TRERIY © B Best
Malachai SRR ® NC komatsuna
Green River had healthier plants and a higher greens
yield. This is not my favorite crop. I donated variety

the foliage to a local chicken farmer. The Top choice

final crop was ruined by flea beetles. Green River
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Prefer Green River (continued)

Green River SR ® &
Malachai ARRTTE ® SC

I disliked both varieties. Their leaves tasted
bitter and suffered damage by insects. I was
not familiar with this vegetable. I did not
propetly thin the plants and did not harvest
before the plants became overly mature.

Green River IRNRRRY © &
Malachai SHWANY © SC

Both varieties were great. Green River tasted
better.

shirrdrts © ¢
TRARLY © SC
These varieties were similar. Their plants

looked good and tasted the same. Malachai
was ready to harvest slightly carlier.

Green River
Malachai

Green River
Malachai

THirdirtt © ¢
shrirdrtrdy ©  SC

We prefer Green River because it had longer,
narrower leaves and much thinner stalks. We
had never grown this vegetable before.
There was plenty to share around the
neighborhood!

TRARLY ©
SARTrTry © SC
This was the first time I ever planted

komatsuna. It was okay, but I don’t think I
will plant it again. A plus for komatsuna was

Green River
Malachai

it still was producing in mid-October. Green

River seemed to have less damage from bugs.

Green River SWRRARNY © I
Malachai ATy ® SW

Green River had bigger yields and healthier
looking plants. It was more tolerant to heat
and drought. The first cutting of Malachai
was fine, but after that the leaves had holes
in them. Green River looked healthy at the
end of the season.

Prefer Malachai

Green River AR ® ]
Malachai TRRRTY ® MN

These were very pretty greens, but we did
not like the flavor of them. They tasted too
bitter for us. We would not plant them again.
There wasn’t too much difference between
the varieties.

Green River TRARLY © E
Malachai SWRRARY © NE

Malachai was healthier and produced the
first yield.

Green River CRARRTY ® I
Malachai SWRARY © SE

Malachai looked better, tasted better
(stronger), and produced nearly double the
yield of Green River.

IRWRRTR ®
10RRRRR © SE

Malachai grew faster and its leaves looked
more attractive.

Green River
Malachai

Green River GRRRY © I
Malachai SWRRARY © SE

Both were interesting, but the taste took
some getting used to. Malachai tasted a little
better, and it matured more quickly.

Green River SWRT ®
Malachai 10RRRRR © NC

Malachai tasted better and didn’t go to seed.
Green River went to seed right away.

ghriirits ©
IRARAT ©  NC
These varieties were nearly identical in every

way. Green River tasted a little bitter in
comparison. I may substitute komatsuna for

Green River
Malachai

Swiss chard next year.

THirdirtt ® ¢
Sy ©  SC

Malachai continued to produce tender leaves
late into the season. These varieties resisted

Green River
Malachai

pocket gopher damage. Diatomaceous earth
and neem oil worked to combat flea beetles.
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Green River
had healthier
plants and
higher yields at
more sites.
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Prefer Malachai (continued)

Green River INWARTY © &
Malachai 10RRRRR © sC

Malachai had slightly better germination. I
had never tried komatsuna, and it was
wonderful! It germinated easily, produced
the entite summer, and never bolted. I am
hooked.

Green River SR ® B3z
Malachai CRRATY ® SC

Flea beetles were hard to keep off these
plants.

No Preference

sty © ¢
sty ©  SE

I don’t have enough experience to tell them
apart. Both were great! Both varieties

Green River
Malachai

experienced flea beetle damage early on, but
new growth was good. The taste was new to
us, but we liked the nutty flavor and chard-

like consistency.

Green River 10RRARRY © &
Malachai 10RRRRR © sC

The plants of both varieties were awesome.
They grew equally well and tasted the same.
I couldn’t tell any difference between them.

Green River 1Ry ® E
Malachai 1T ® sC

Neither variety could survive the damage
caused by flea beetles.

2T ® g
2ttty ®  SW

Both varieties grew great. These plants

Green River
Malachai

brought little black bugs into my garden very

early in the season. I didn’t like the taste of
komatsuna, and my friends didn’t like it
either. It tasted bitter and I will not plant it
again.

Conclusions

Many of these trials experienced major
infestations of flea beetles. Green River had
healthier plants and higher yields at more
sites. Neatly all gardeners never grew
komatsuna before, and many of them
reported the greens were too bitter in taste.

Nearly all
gardeners
never grew
komatsuna
before, and
many of them
reported the
greens were
too bitter in
taste.

Key to Site Reports Garden types
(reports are presented from & = Organic
east to west) [E] = Uses inorganic fertilizers
@ = Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings  to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
Variety A tithrdo ¥
Variety B AT ® NC
‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.
N comments

Locations

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast
NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Lettuce, Oakleaf

Varieties

Bauer

43 days. Leaves are darker green and thicker
than other oakleaf varieties. All-America
Selections winnet.

Hampton

55 days. Shiny, dark green, thick leaves.
Upright habit allows for single-cut or
multiple cuts. Organic.

Data

Gardeners at 14 sites submitted information.

Trait Bauer Hampton Same
Germinated best 43% 14% 43%
Healthier plants 29 21 50
Harvested eatlier 23 23 54
Resisted bolting better 42 8 50
Higher yields 38 15 46
More attractive 23 31 46
Tasted better 31 31 38
Preference 46 54
Recommend (©) 79 79

Mean score! 7.79 7.36

Median score! 7.50 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Bauer

10K A AR © 3]
IR RAr © SE

Baner had excellent germination while the

Bauer
Hampton

germination of Bauer was very spotty. Bauer
resisted bolting better. Both varieties tasted
delicious. Bauer leaves were crisper with
better texture.

SWRRARNY © &
SARTY ® SE

Bauer had higher yields, larger heads and did
not bolt as soon.

Bauer

Hampton

THidty © g
cAfAtrr ©  SE

Baner had better production.

Bauer
Hampton

sy ©
GRAAYY ®  SC

Bauer
Hampton

Baner had better taste, less bolting and a
better yield.

IR AALr © &
SR ®  SC

Baner came up better and produced longer.

Bauer
Hampton

Bauer

10K A AR © &
SAARRY © SW
Seeds were sown June 1. Baner germinated

earlier and was healthier. The weather got
hot and neither variety produced.

Hampton

Prefer Hampton
TRARNY @ E
SHRARY © SE

Both varieties were healthy and were done
producing by the time it got hot. Yields were

Bauer
Hampton

similar. Hampton was darker green, looked
better and clearly tasted better.

A © [
IRNRARY © SE
Hampton tasted great and had a longer life in

the refrigerator. This is an important aspect
when you live in rural areas. Hampton leaves

Bauer
Hampton

were crunchy and snappy while Bawxer leaves
were buttery soft. This was a great year for
lettuce.
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Bauer
germinated at
a higher rate
and resisted
bolting better.
Bauer
produced
higher yields at
more sites.

Best green
leaf lettuce
varieties

Top choice

Bergam’s
Green

Strong

performers
Royal Oakleaf
Slobolt
Starfighter
Tropicana



Prefer Hampton (continued)

TRRRTY ® &
SWRRARY © SE

Baner grew great eatly in the season and

Bauer
Hampton

Bauer

SR AYy © &
IRARAY © SW

Hampton had slightly more vigorous plants
eatly in the season. Grasshoppers later ate

Hampton

; all the plants.

tasted better than Hampton, but it could not
Lviithstan.d the heat. Hampton produced a No Preference

gher yield overall.

Bauer TRARLTr © &
Bauer Ty © Hampton TRARIY © SE
Hampton shkririy © SC The plants of these varieties looked and
. Gardeners who
Hampton tasted better. performed identically!
preferred
Bauer chiriir’e ® @ Conclusions Hampton often
Hampton T © SC Gardeners liked both varieties. They rated m_entloned its
Hampton was healthier, looked more them similarly for most traits and crisp and
attractive and tasted better. recommended them equally. Bawer flavorful
germinated at a higher rate and resisted leaves.
Bauer TRARIY © bolting better. Bauer produced higher yields
Hampton SHWANY © SW  at more sites. Gardeners who preferred
Hampton produced a higher yield and had Hampton often mentioned its crisp and
a tlavorful leaves.

morte flavor.

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from & = Organic MN = Minnesota

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

east to west) [l = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type NW = Northwest
\ Z SW = Southwest
Variety A AR © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B WA ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

70



Lettuce, Romaine

Varieties

Bluerock

65 days. Heads are large, upright and
tolerate heat. Beautiful, blistered, medium-
green leaves.

Sunland

56 days. New! Heat-tolerant romaine with
thick leaves, straight ribs and a tight,
compact head.

Data

Gardeners at 53 sites submitted information.
Blue-

Trait rock Sunland Same

Germinated best 22%  24%  54%
Healthier plants 15 11 74
Harvested eatlier 25 14 61
Resisted bolting better 19 14 67

Higher yields 27 30 43
More attractive 27 14 59
Tasted better 23 34 43
Preference 52 48
Recommend (©) 83 87
Mean score' 7.89 7.91
Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Bluerock
Bluerock TRERNY © &
Sunland CRRRTY © MN

Bluerock plants were healthier and better
looking. Sunland leaves had some brown tips.

SWRRARY © &
TRRRTY ® MN

I didn’t note much difference between the
varieties, but Bluerock had a little better taste.

Bluerock
Sunland

IR AALr © &
CAAAYY ®  NE

Bluerock had a sweeter taste and its heads
formed better.

Bluerock
Sunland

IRARRTY © &
TRRRLY © SE

Bluerock
Sunland

The plants of both varieties looked really
nice and produced at the same time. The
row of Bluerock grew thicker. Bluerock had a
little milder flavor.

10K A AR © &
Ty © SE

The plants of both varieties were extremely
healthy and looked almost identical. Bluerock
grew slightly faster and was a little bit bigger
in overall leaf size. Bluerock produced slightly
higher yields. The majority of our family
thought Bluerock had a delicate and fresher
taste. Sunland leaves were a bit more bitter
and tough.

Bluerock
Sunland

Bluerock SWRRARY © &
Sunland ATy ® SE

Bluerock grew faster and was less bitter
tasting;

Bluerock

IR AALr © E
SWAWIY ©  SE

Bluerock had nice, bright green plants. It

Sunland

germinated great and grew very well, leading
to higher yields. The leaves of both varieties
looked nice and tasted so good!

Bluerock 10K A AR © &
Sunland IRNARATY © NC

The taste and texture of Bluerock was
preferred by most people. Both were
excellent varieties which I was able to keep
using most of the summer. I also liked that
Bluerock germinated slightly better.
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Both varieties
produced good
yields of
delicious
lettuce.

Best green
romaine
lettuce
varieties

Top choice

Fusion

Strong

performers
Bluerock
Crisp Mint
Green Forest
Newham
Starhawk
Sunland

71



Prefer Bluerock (continued)

Bluerock 10R AR AT © ]
Sunland IRAAAL © SC

Bluerock had somewhat better flavor. It lasted
longer without getting bitter and tough.

IRAAAL ©
SAARRY © SC

Although Swuniand tasted a little sweeter/
better, Bluerock tasted great and outproduced
Sunland. Bluerock plants grew so large and
lush. Bluerock won the Best of Show at our
county fair for all vegetable categories.

Bluerock
Sunland

oririilt © ¢
sty ©  SC

Both varieties were very close in all

Bluerock
Sunland

categories. Bluerock produced slightly earlier
and resisted bolting better. I had plenty of
lettuce and couldn’t give it all away.

Bluerock IRNARRN © E
Sunland SHWANY © SC

These varieties were similar. Sunland bolted a
few days eatlier.

Ty ©
SR ® SC

Bluerock produced better. Bluerock was
crunchier and I liked its color.

Bluerock
Sunland

Bluerock 10K A AR © &
Sunland IRARAY © NW

Bluerock plants had a better shape, a tighter
formation. The 10-foot rows were too much
for my family. Next time I will plant less.

10RRRRR ©
IRARRTR ©

Bluerock was ready first.

Bluerock

Sunland NW

IR AALr © &
SHAAAY © NW
Bluerock was a better producer. Sunland

leaves felt softer, but the taste of the two
varieties was the same.

Bluerock
Sunland

Bluerock INWARY © &
Sunland SWRARRY © NW

Both varieties were great. Bluerock was ready
to eat a day ot so eatlier. Bluerock leaves
looked greener and more attractive.

Bluerock 10K A AR © 3]
Sunland IRARAY © SW

Bluerock was tastier, but the bugs got to it
more. Both varieties were hardy and lasted a

long time in the fridge after being cut. This More
trial was grown in a hoop house and had gardeners
consistent watering; preferred the
Bluerock ottt © g lookof
Sunland sy ©  sw  Bluerock. Its
Both varieties grew well in a raised garden heads were
bed. Bluerock had better bundles of lettuce large, beautiful
leaves and grew back faster when cut for and bright
more produce. Both varieties were easy to

reen.
harvest and great in salads or BLTs. g
Bluerock 10 ARARY ©
Sunland IRARAY © SW

These varieties were very similar. Both
produced well, grew well and stayed tasty as
long as I picked them regularly.

Bluerock INWARY © &
Sunland CARRY © SD

Bluerock had a better yield.

TRARLY ©
CRATTY © SK

Both varieties had good flavor and were not
bitter. Bluerock produced a higher yield.

Bluerock
Sunland

Prefer Sunland
Bluerock TRERNY © &
Sunland SWRRRY © MN

Bluerock had twice the germination compared
to Sunland. Both varieties were healthy and
yielded well. Sunland had a sweeter taste.
Bluerock had a stronger aftertaste; it was
almost bitter.

Bluerock INWARY © &
Sunland 10RRRRR © NE

Sunland tasted slightly sweeter.
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Prefer Sunland (continued)

Bluerock SRR R Y © E
Sunland IRARRTR © NE

Both varieties produced healthy, robust
lettuce heads with straight, medium-dense
ribbing and thick leaves making a nice,
crispy texture. Sunland had a smoother taste
which was preferred by our family. This
lettuce was great in salads and on
sandwiches. Sunland had greater plant
germination and healthy plants.

TRARLY ©
SAARRY © SE

Sunland had slightly larger plants, looked
more attractive, and had a higher yield.

Bluerock
Sunland

Bluerock SRR R Y © &
Sunland IRARRTR © SE

Overall, these varieties were pretty much the
same. Sunland had a slightly higher yield.

Bluerock

THirdirtt © ¢
sty ©  SE

1 preferred Sunland as 1 found it was

Sunland

crunchier.
Bluerock SARTY © &
Sunland CRARTY © SE

Plants of both varieties were stunted for a
long time and then bolted when heat came.
There were tough emergence conditions in
our garden this spring. Swnland emerged
bettet.

Bluerock SWRTr ® &
Sunland SWRRARY © SE

Only half as many Bluerock seeds
germinated. Sunland produced a higher yield
and tasted better.

SARRRT @
10RRRRR © SE

Sunland resisted bolting better, produced a
higher yield and had great flavor. The plants
of both varieties were beautiful. Bugs
ignored them.

Bluerock
Sunland

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Bluerock SRR R © &
Sunland 10RRRRR © SC

I had great results with both varieties.
Sunland had more yield, tasted better, and
continued to grow after I trimmed it.

Bluerock SRR © &
Sunland IRAR ALY © SC

Sunland had about 100% germination
compared to about 10% for Bluerock.
Sunland plants were 50% fuller with larger
overall growth and leaves. Sunland was ready
to pick 3 days earlier. The plants of both
varieties had strong, thick leaves. Sunland
tasted slightly better, although both had a
very nice flavor; a little “smoky”—delicious!

Both varieties
were healthy,
productive and
resisted
bolting.

Bolting was minimal.

Bluerock SRR © E
Sunland IRAR ALY © SC

Sunland had better, sweeter flavor. Bluerock
was crispet.

Aty ® ¢
sirfrfrtrdy ®  SC

Sunland tasted better, but I did not like either
variety.

Bluerock
Sunland

Bluerock SRR R Y © E
Sunland 10RRRRR © SC

These varieties were very similar with the
exception of Bluerock bolting eatlier. Sunland
had a longer harvest season and larger
leaves. 1 enjoyed both vatieties for weeks
when covered with a sunshade.

SRR ®
CRARWY © SC
Taste is #1 for me and Bluerock tasted a bit

bitter. Sunland had a higher yield. Bluerock
was ready to harvest earlier, resisted bolting

Bluerock
Sunland

better and looked more attractive.

Bluerock ARy ® I
Sunland SHWANY © SC

Sunland performed much better. Sunland had
many more plants and its leaves were more
tender.

73



Prefer Sunland (continued)

R AYrYr @ &
10 ARRRL © NW

Bluerock
Sunland

Bluerock 10RRRRR © &
Sunland 10 ARRL © SC

Both of these varieties were so awesome.
They both tasted unbelievable. They were so

The cool and r/air;y Sprcilng lgd t}c:irr}lly be.stld green and pretty and produced for quite a More
crop ever. Sunland produced a ighet yield. long timel gardeners
Sunland leaves were large and crisp with no
bitterness. preferred the
l:luflzrocclk 32%2 g taste of
Blucrock Thirkdte © g Oeen GHHH NY" Sunland. It had
Sunland SHARRY © SW This was a very bad year for my lettuce. asmooth
K Five separate hail events kept the lettuce . ’
f}fﬂlﬂgj took a couple days longer to bolt always trying to recover. Still, Sunland did slightly sweet
an Bluerock. okay. Bluerock did not germinate well. taste.
Bluerock Sﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ?‘ﬁ‘ﬁ ©  ®  Blerock oAt © ¢
Sunland PRI © SV Suntand IRAAAL ©  SW
Sunland heads were more attractive and Grasshoppers ate the plants before they
more tendet.
bolted.
Bluerock CRAITTY ® & Conclusions
Sunland TRARTTr @ SW
Sumland had more flavor Gardeners liked both varieties very much
' and recommended them highly. Bluerock and
No Pref Sunland were healthy, productive and resisted
o Freference bolting. More gardeners preferred the look
Bluerock SARAAY © & of Bluerock. Its heads were large, beautiful
Sunland SHARAY © SC and bright green. More gardeners preferred
L L the taste of Sunland. Suniand had a smooth,
These vatieties wete very similar. Both were .
slightly sweet taste.
tasty and slow to bolt.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from & = Organic MN = Minnesota

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

east to west) [l = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type NW = Northwest
\J "4 SW = Southwest
Variety A AR © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B WA ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Lettuce, Green Summer Crisp Org.

Varieties

Albachiara

52 days. Bright green heads with thick
leaves. Sweet and crisp. Heads tolerate heat.
Muir

50 days. Extremely tolerant to heat. It has
light-green, wavy, crisp leaves with excellent

flavor.

Data

Gardeners at 47 sites submitted information.
Alba-

Trait chiara  Muir  Same

Germinated best 15%  37%  49%

Healthier plants 23 35 43
Harvested earlier 20 40 40
Resisted bolting better 17 12 71

Higher yields 17 37 46
More attractive 15 20 65
Tasted better 27 17 56
Preference 42 58
Recommend (©) 76 83
Mean score! 7.93 8.17
Median score' 8.00  9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Albachiara

Albachiara IRARRTR © &
Muir SHRAFY © SE

Albachiara produced a slightly higher yield.
Both varieties were delicious when picked
eatly. They were excellent for our summers.
Neither variety bolted even in heat after the
leaves turned bitter.

Albachiara
Muir

TRRRTNY © %
CRRRTY © SE

Albachiara was better in all categoties,
including production.

Albachiara
Muir

10R AR AT © &
IRNRARY © SE

These vatieties were very similat, but
Albachiara stayed fresh and green longer.

Albachiara Sy © & Both varieties
Muir TRARYY © SE received high
I really enjoyed both varieties, but my entire ratings. They
tamily thought A/bachiara tasted better. I was produced well
leasantly surprised with how delicate and
1sjoft its lgavezpwere. The entire row of Muir through the
germinated very well, but A/bachiara had summer and
spots where nothing grew. Muir germinated resisted
better, was healthier and grew better. Its bolting.
leaves were larger and ready to harvest first.
Muir produced a larger crop. I didn’t notice
a significant difference with bolting,
Albachiara 10K A AR © &
Muir INRARY © NC
Excellent germination on both varieties. Two
families could not eat all of this lettuce, and
we eat a lot of lettuce. We thought
Albachiara tasted better by a slim margin.
Neither lettuce ever became bitter.
Albachiara cRAAYrYr ® E
Muir SHATY ® NC
I did not particularly like either variety as
they tasted too bitter even though I kept I
wateting sufficiently. A/bachiara tasted a bit Best green
better. The varieties were very similar. Summer
crisp lettuce
Albachiara IRNRARY © & varieties
Muir SWilrvrr ®  NC
) ) ) Top choice
Albachiara grew better in the heat. Muir Muir
plants seemed limp. I had two pickings of
Albachiara before 1 harvested Muir. Strong
Albachiara had great crispness and flavor. performers
Muir tasted a big sour. Albachiara
Nevada
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Prefer Albachiara (continued)

IR A ARy © &
CARAATYY ®  NC

Albachiara had a tight head, crisper leaves
and a healthier base. Muir rotted at its base
at the end of the season. Flea beetles
attacked on June 21 but the plants of both
vatieties recovered. Albachiara seed was
more difficult to sow due to its black color.

Albachiara
Muir

Albachiara
Muir

104k AAR © &
ATy ®  SC

Albachiara heads were fuller and tastier.

Albachiara
Muir

oririilt © g
siririrdrdy ©  SC

Both varieties produced good looking heads
of lettuce. Either variety would be the Best
of Show at our county fair. My personal
choice was Albachiara because of its darker
green color. Both varieties did great in the
90-degree temperatures of July and August.
Muir started to have a bitter flavor late in
summer. Lettuce tasted good until
September under refrigeration.

Albachiara
Muir

104k A&k © E
IRRARL ©  SC

Both vatieties produced well. They did well
in heat and never bolted. We enjoyed both
for a long time.

Albachiara 10RRRRR ©
Muir INRRRY O SC

Albachiara tasted a little sweeter. Neither
variety bolted.

Albachiara
Muir

IR AALr © &
AR ©  SC

Muir had more plants but the Albachiara
plants were larger. Albachiara was teady to
harvest earlier. Neither variety bolted—
bunnies got to them before then. Both
varieties tasted good.

IRAAAL ©
TRARLY © SC

Albachiara germinated better. We kept
cutting both varieties for weeks through
mid-August. They never bolted.

Albachiara
Muir

Albachiara
Muir

IRkl © &
TRARIY © 0 NW

1 wish A/lbachiara would have germinated
better. It was a very attractive and ctisp
lettuce. Albachiara tasted better than Muir.

Albachiara
Muir

10K A AR © 3]
IORARAT N SW

Both were great varieties. I enjoyed them in
salads all summer. Albachiara was really good
at producing, and it had great flavor.

Prefer Muir
SRR ©
CARRY © MN

Muir germinated much better, produced
higher yields, and had more attractive,

Albachiara
Muir

bigger leaves.

Albachiara
Muir

4orfrTne @ E
10RRRRR © SE

Muir seedlings emerged earlier and were
healthier. Its yields were eatlier and more
abundant. Muzr plants resisted bolting better
and tasted better.

Albachiara
Muir

IRARRTR © E
10RRRRR © SE

I planted these varieties in a raised bed and
they produced a fantastic yield. Mwir
produced the first yield and had a better
taste.

SARTY ®
SWRRARY © SE

Muir-was slightly better in all respects.

Albachiara
Muir

Albachiara
Muir

IR AN ® &
10RRRRR © SE

Muir was a great performer. It was healthier
and produced earlier and higher yields.

Albachiara
Muir

sty © ¢
ofrfriAtr ©  NC

They were both excellent and yielded well
with good taste. Muir produced an earlier
and higher yield.
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More
gardeners
preferred the
taste of
Albachiara. Its
leaves were
darker green,
crisp and
flavorful.
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Prefer Muir (continued)

SR AYy © &
IRAAAY ©  NC

Both varieties were grown side by side in a
small, tarp-like greenhouse. Both continued
to produce after cutting with the _A/bachiara
dying off first. The look and taste of Muir
was better for me. After harvesting, both
varieties were still crisp and tasty in a

Albachiara
Muir

refrigerator up to 6 weeks later. I loved this
lettuce!

SRR ©
104 R A&k © NC

Muir came in nice and thick, whereas
Albachiara had some empty spots in the row.

Albachiara
Muir

Albachiara IRNRRRY ©
Muir 10% R ARRY © NC

I really liked both of these varieties. They
produced very well into eatly October, even
during the hot months.

Albachiara
Muir

ity ® g
ofrfriAtr ©  NC

Muir kept its green color longer and had a
bit more flavor.

ATy ©
TRARLY © SC

Muir was healthier and produced eatlier.

Albachiara
Muir

Albachiara
Muir

shiriiets ® ¢
sty ©  SC

Muir germinated better. It had bigger plants

and yields. Albachiara tasted a little less bitter.

SHAAAY © -
IRAAAL © SC

Muirwas healthier and produced the first
yield.

Albachiara
Muir

SHRRRY ©
10RRRRR © SC

Both varieties had hardy plants that kept on
producing. Muir germinated and tasted
better.

Albachiara
Muir

Albachiara
Muir

Ity ® g
sy ©  SC

Muir was better overall, hands down. The
leaves of both varieties were crisp and had
no bitterness.

Albachiara
Muir

Sy © &
IR AALr © SC

These varieties were very close in all
categories, but Mwir had a slight edge in

production. Both varieties really produced Most

well gardeners
referred Muir.

Albachiara IRARAY © E IpV’ .

Mui 10% kA& k ©  SC uir- o

Both varieties were beautiful. They were germinate

tolerant of heat and resisted bolting. Muir better and was

was mild and crunchy with thicker leaves. healthier at

Albachiara had more intense flavor. more sites.

Albachiara SWARRY © &

Muir IR AALr © SC

I liked both varieties. They had decent
flavor but nothing exceptional. Muir had
slightly larger plants.

Albachiara
Muir

SRR ® &
IRARAY © SW

Muir was crisper and tasted better. The
blending of both varieties in a salad was

outstanding,
Albachiara ATy ® &
Muir SHARTY ® SW

Neither variety could tolerate temperatures
in the 90s for many days.

Albachiara
Muir

IRARRTR © &
10" RRRR © SW

Muirwas slower to bolt. Albachiara produced
the first and higher yields. Both varieties
tasted good.

Ty ©
IRAAAY © SW

Both varieties did extremely well. My

Albachiara
Muir

customers raved about them. Muir produced
more with absolutely no bolting. It is a lovely
lettuce variety.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024 77



No Preference
Albachiara CRARN ® &
Muir CARRY ® NE

These varieties were similar. Both produced
good early but recovery after the first cut

was pOOt.
Albachiara 104 k&% © 'y
Muir 10%ARAE © SC

These varieties were so tasty, green and
amazingly beautiful. They grew so fast. I am
super impressed. The production also lasted

quite long!
Albachiara SWRRARNY © ]
Muir SWARRY © SW

There was very little difference between
these varieties. A/bachiara plants were slightly
healthier.

Albachiara
Muir

IRkl © &
IRARAY © SW

I purposely planted these late so I could
enjoy fresh lettuce into fall and I was not
disappointed! Not only did they germinate
well (I think every seed I planted sprouted),
but they survived the worst part of the
drought and heat and did not bolt! I usually
plant butterhead lettuce so I was a little
skeptical, but after my first taste I was
hooked. These are crisp, flavorful leaves
that can take any type of dressing without
wilting. If it were not for my row markers I
would not have known the difference, even
in flavor. Both varieties had great flavor and
great crunch!

Conclusions

Both varieties received high ratings. They
produced well through the summer and
resisted bolting, Most gardeners preferred
Muir. Muir germinated better and was
healthier at these sites. Muir was ready to
harvest eatlier and produced a larger crop

in more gardens. Muir has always performed

well in our trials. More gardeners preferred
the taste of Albachiara. Its leaves were
darker green, crisp and flavorful.

Muir was ready
to harvest
earlier and
produced a
larger crop in
more gardens.
Muir has
always
performed well
in our trials.

Key to Site Reports Garden types
(reports are presented from & = Organic
east to west) [E] = Uses inorganic fertilizers
@ = Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings  to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
Variety A tithrdo ¥
Variety B AT ® NC
‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.
N comments

Locations

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast
NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Lettuce, Red Summer Crisp Org.

Varieties

Chrystal

42 days. Bright purple-red leaf edges
contrast beautifully with the broad green
leaves. Tolerates heat.

Lovelock

48 days. Bright green leaves with red tips.
Heads are filled with sweet, juicy leaves.
Tolerates heat.

Data

Gardeners at 26 sites submitted information.
Love-

Trait Chrystal lock  Same

Germinated best 63% 17% 21%

Healthier plants 50 13 38

Harvested earlier 54 17 29

Resisted bolting better 13 26 61

Higher yields 58 17 25

More attractive 54 8 38

Tasted better 38 21 42

Preference 72 28

Recommend (©) 84 80

Mean score' 7.63 6.75

Median score! 8.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Chrystal
Chrystal 10 WA AR © &
Lovelock SHARATY © MN

Chrystal produced abundantly while Lovelock
had smaller plants and fewer leaves. Chrystal
plants had more color, had ruffled leaves
and looked prettier. Chrystal had better,
milder flavor. Lovelock had a sharper, bitter
aftertaste. Lovelock resisted bolting better.

Chrystal

Lovelock

AT ® &
IRTTY ® NE

I am not a fan of the taste of these
varieties; kind of bitter. Chrystal was slightly
mote robust.

TRARNY © z
SARNTY © NE

Chrystal excelled in all traits.

Chrystal
Lovelock

IRkl © &
TRRALY ®  SE
Chrystal was longer lasting in the garden. It

resisted bolting better and produced higher
yields. Lovelock plants were smaller.

Chrystal
Lovelock

IR AALr © &
TRARLTr @ SE

Chrystal grew taller and fuller. Its heads were
redder on leaf edges—much more
attractive. Chrystal tasted better. Neither
vatiety bolted, but it got so dry that leaves
began turning brown. I dug up the plants in
late July.

Chrystal
Lovelock

Chrystal

Lovelock

THiddtt © g
sirdrdrtts ©  NC

Chrystal had better germination and tasted
better. Both varieties resisted bolting.

IR AALr © &
TRRAIY © @ SC

Chrystal was producing beautifully by mid-
June! Its yields were larger overall. Chrystal

Chrystal
Lovelock

stayed tender even as it got more mature.

Neither variety bolted.

Chrystal

Lovelock

IR AALr © &
SWARIY ©  SC

Chrystal had better flavor, yields and

appearance. Both varieties are good for

North Dakota.
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Chrystal
germinated
better, was
healthier, grew
faster and
produced more
abundantly. Its
plants had
ruffled leaves
and looked
prettier than
the plants of
Lovelock.

]
Best red
Summer
crisp lettuce
varieties

Top choice
Magenta

Strong

performers
Chrystal
Pablo

Sierra
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Prefer Chrystal (continued)

10R AR AT © &
CRATTY @ SC

Chrystal had larger leaves and regrew faster
after a cutting (harvest).

Chrystal
Lovelock

Chrystal

Lovelock

oririilt © g
siririrdrdy ©  SC

Chrystal produced better and its heads were
more attractive. Lovelock tasted better.

10K A AR © &
7THkirYr © SC

We planted these two varieties in a new
raised bed with a shade cloth. We had meals
from these plants until September. Chrystal
had a more ruffled leaf tip with a little more
red color which was so pretty!

Chrystal
Lovelock

THiddty © g
SRy ©  SC

Chrystal produced an earlier yield.

Chrystal
Lovelock

10K A AR © &
IRA ARy © SC

These two varieties were virtually equal;
amazing in so many ways. Chrystal tasted a
little better. Chrystal plants were smaller but
had a beautiful, full red colot. Lovelock plants
were larger and not unattractive.

Chrystal
Lovelock

TRARLY ©
CRATITY © SC

Chrystal produced a higher yield and tasted
better.

Chrystal
Lovelock

Chrystal
Lovelock

CRARRY © &
SARTY © NW

Chrystal was the healthier variety. It
produced an earlier and larger crop. Both
varieties had a great taste.

Chrystal
Lovelock

siriririrts © ¢
THAAA ©  SW

Chrystal had more flavor. Lovelock resisted
bolting better.

SRR © E
TRRAIY ©  SD

Chrystal had a little better taste.

Chrystal

Lovelock

Prefer Lovelock
I irirYrYy © &

TRARLY © MN

Lovelock plants were better looking, Chrystal
germinated better, but the plants got brown

Chrystal
Lovelock

tips and were more susceptible to bolting;

SARRRY © &
IRARRTR © NE

Lovelock tasted sweeter.

Chrystal
Lovelock

4hYeveYr @ &
CARAAYYr ©  NC

Lovelock gave more yield. Neither variety
bolted. Lovelock had a milder, nutty taste.
Chrystal was not red and Lovelock was not
very red.

Chrystal
Lovelock

Chrystal CRRRTY ® ]
Lovelock INRRRY O SC

Lovelock had a mild flavor all through the
season and didn’t start to bolt until late
October. Chrystal tended to have a slight
bitterness/stronger flavor and bolted in eatly
September. Both varieties were attractive
with Chrystal having larger leaves than
Lovelock.

Chrystal

Lovelock

ity ® ¢
odririritr ©  SW

There was 90% germination on Chrystal,
60% on Lovelock. While Chrystal did well
early on, it literally melted in the heat.
Lovelock stole the show and produced
throughout all the heat and wind. Lovelock
had a very long production season and
showed greater resistance to bolting,

Conclusions

Gardeners liked both varieties but strongly
preferred Chrystal. Chrystal germinated
better, was healthier, grew faster and
produced more abundantly. Its plants had
ruffled leaves, more color and looked
prettier. Gardeners who expressed a taste
preference were more likely to prefer
Chrystal. Both varieties tolerated heat but
Lovelock showed greater resistance to bolting.
Lovelock had a very long production season.
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Both varieties
tolerated heat
but Lovelock
showed greater
resistance to
bolting.
Lovelock had a
very long
production
season.
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Melon, Cantaloupe Early

Varieties

Cleopatra

70 days. Salmon-colored flesh is firm and
delicious. Good yields of slightly ribbed, 5-
pound fruits.

Goddess

68 days. Early ripening, high-quality melon.
Firm, flavorful flesh. Heavy yields of 4-
pound fruits.

Data

Gardeners at 41 sites submitted information.
Cleo-

Trait patra Goddess Same

Germinated best 18% 24% 58%

Healthier plants 20 20 60

Harvested earlier 38 62 0

Higher yields 38 38 24

More attractive 31 28 41

Tasted better 38 41 21

Preference 48 52

Recommend (©) 62 76

Mean score! 6.97 6.93

Median score' 8.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Cleopatra
Cleopatra IRARAL © E
Goddess ATrTeTee ® MN

Both vatieties germinated well and their
vines were healthy. Clegpatra had higher
yields and larger fruits. Cleopatra tasted
better, but neither variety had much flavor.

Cleopatra CRARTY © &
Goddess SRRITY © SE

Cleopatra tasted much sweeter. Goddess
ripened first, but both varieties produced
melons much later than expected. Our yields
were low—about two fruits per plant.

Cleopatra TRAERIY © E
Goddess k)~ takokon i) SE

Cleopatra produced more melons and had
good taste.

SARRRY © ]
SARTY ® SE

Cleopatra
Goddess

Cleopatra is one of the best tasting
cantaloupes I've ever grown. I received
several positive comments from neighbors
and relatives on the taste and quality of this
variety. Goddess was an okay variety but not
one I would plant again. Both varieties were
easy to grow and did well on a trellis in a
raised bed garden.

Cleopatra SWRRARNY © &
Goddess CARRY © NC

Cleopatra truits were smaller, but the taste of
its fruits was much sweeter. Goddess was a
good producer of more and somewhat
larger fruits. I had never grown cantaloupe
before and will definitely grow it again.

Cleopatra 10R WA AKX © &
Goddess IRRRRY © SC

Both varieties were very good. Goddess was
slightly earlier. Most melons for both
varieties ripened from August 19 to 23. We
picked 287 pounds of Clegpatra (larger fruit)
and 150 pounds of Goddess. The skin of
Cleopatra melons was a little smoother and
had more even mottling. The melons of
both varieties had great taste. They were
ripe to the rind. The rind was not thick for
cither variety.
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Both varieties
germinated
well and had
healthy vines.
Their yields
were fair but
not great.

Best
cantaloupe
varieties

Top choice
Aphrodite

Strong

performers
Athena
Dakota Sisters
Goddess
Solstice
Superstar
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Prefer Cleopatra (continued)

Cleopatra ARATTTY @ ]
Goddess U3~ gkok ok ok QC) SC

It might be the year, but based on yields
neither variety was worth the garden space.
The cooler spring led to the late planting
[sown June 8]. I've had better production in
past years. I am unimpressed this year with
melons in general.

Cleopatra IR AL © z
Goddess SHRRFY © SC

Cleopatra was sweeter and had smoother
flesh. Its vines were more productive. We
had to spray for beetles that showed up
after a wet stretch. We now have a freezer
full of melon for smoothies. This trial made
me a cantaloupe lover.

Cleopatra SHAAATY ©
Goddess TRARYY © SC

Cleopatra produced melons 2 to 3 days
eatlier. The melons of both varieties were
small (4 to 6 inches in diameter) and tasted
the same.

Cleopatra 10RRRRR © ]
Goddess IR ® SC

Godldess germinated very poorly and didn’t
produce well at all.

Cleopatra SHAAATY © &
Goddess TRARYY © NW

Goddess plants outnumbered Clegpatra by 2:1.
Yields per plant were about the same, but
the higher plant population of Goddess led to
its higher yields. Clegpatra melons were larger
and rounder with consistent netting, Cleopatra
melons tasted noticeably sweeter; both
varieties had great texture.

Cleopatra G © @3
Goddess SHARTY ® SW

Cleopatra produced a higher yield and tasted
better.

Cleopatra SWRRARY © I
Goddess TRRRRY © SD

Cleopatra produced bigger and better looking
melons. I wished the melons of both
varieties had more flavor.

Cleopatra SHAAATY © ]
Goddess TRARYY ® SD

These varieties had very similar melons.
Goddess melons looked more attractive but
Cleopatra had better flavor and sweetness.
Godldess ripened earlier but Cleopatra
produced a higher yield.

Prefer Goddess
Cleopatra IRAARL ©
Goddess 10RRRRR © MN

Both varieties produced very well. We loved
the taste of both varieties but Goddess was
just a touch sweeter. It ripened faster
although it got overripe quicker.

Cleopatra 4RRTTY © &
Goddess SRR © NE

Goddess produced eatlier and more melons.

Cleopatra 1Ry @
Goddess TRRRLY © NC

Godldess produced three melons and Clegpatra
produced no melons. Goddess melons were
small but healthy looking and very sweet.

Cleopatra SWRRART ® ]
Goddess INRRRY O SC

Goddess melons ripened first and had better
flavor.

Cleopatra SRAYTr ® E
Goddess SHWANY © SC

Goddess produced higher yields and had a
nice taste. I harvested only one melon per
plant for Clegpatra.

Cleopatra TRARIY @ E
Goddess SHWANY © SC

We got more ripe melons from Clegpatra, but
Goddess tasted bettet. The flavor of Cleopatra
was okay, but we were hoping for a sweeter
flavor from Cleopatra. Goddess was slightly
sweeter and we enjoyed its flavor more.

Cleopatra SHAAATY ® %
Goddess IRARRY © SC

Godldess ripened earlier and produced more
melons than Clegpatra. Its melons looked and
tasted bettet, too.
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Gardeners
were evenly
split in their
preferences
when
comparing the
fruit
appearance
and taste
qualities of
these varieties.
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Prefer Goddess (continued)

Cleopatra ARATTTY @ ]
Goddess 10 ARARY © SC

Goddess outperformed Cleopatra by far.
Goddess vines were much healthier and
produced many more cantaloupe. Goddess
fruits had a nice, large size.

Cleopatra TRRRRNY ®
Goddess SWRARY © SC

Melon production was less than in other
years. June was quite cool and the vines had
trouble growing, The flavor of Goddess
melons was sweeter and their texture was
smooth and creamy. The melons of both
varieties did not store well.

Cleopatra SHAAATY ® -
Goddess 10% R ARRY © SC

Cleopatra seedlings started to grow but wilted
away the first week after coming up. 1
replanted and they grew just fine. The vines
of both varieties were hearty. Goddess
produced the first yield and a higher yield
overall. The melons of both varieties were
sweet and firm. My husband and I couldn’t
taste any difference between the two.

Cleopatra SARNY ® I
Goddess TRRRLY © SW

Goddess produced consistently all season.

Cleopatra TRRRTNY ©
Goddess 10RRRRR © SW

Godldess had the best tasting cantaloupes. The
flesh of Goddess was firm and not mushy.

Cleopatra TRARIY © &
Goddess SHWANY © SW

Twelve seedlings of Goddess germinated

compared to only two seedlings of Clegpatra.

Their melons were about the same size, but
Goddess melons were firmer and much

sweeter.
Cleopatra SRATTr ® E
Goddess CRWATY © SW

Both varieties had 100% germination. The
plants of both varieties were beautiful. 1
liked that the plants did not spread too
much. Clegpatra produced earlier and more
melons. Goddess melons were bigger and
more flavorful.

Cleopatra SWRRARNY © ]
Goddess 10RRRRR © SD

Both varieties were very good. Their vines
were healthy and their melons looked very
nice. Goddess ripened first but Cleopatra
wasn’t long after. Clegpatra tasted a little
sweeter, but when slicing Goddess flesh off
the rind I noticed it had better flavor all the
way through.

Conclusions

Both varieties germinated well and had
healthy vines. Their yields were fair but not
great. Gardeners were evenly split in their
preferences when comparing the fruit
appearance and taste qualities of these
varieties. Goddess tipened eatlier than
Cleopatra and was recommended by more
gardeners.
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Goddess
ripened earlier
than Cleopatra
and was
recommended
by more
gardeners.
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Melon, Cantaloupe Open-Poll.

Varieties

Dakota Sisters

80 days. Deep-orange flesh is sweet, thick
and aromatic. Developed in North Dakota.
Organic.

Iroquois

68 days. Heirloom produces lots of eatly,
mini cantaloupes. Sweet and delicious.
Compact vines.

Data

Gardeners at 26 sites submitted information.
Dakota

Trait Sisters Iroquois Same

Germinated best 45% 14% 41%

Healthier plants 30 25 45

Harvested earlier 84 11 5

Higher yields 47 26 26

More attractive 63 11 26

Tasted better 56 17 28

Preference 78 22

Recommend (©) 72 44

Mean score! 7.44 5.94

Median score' 8.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Dakota Sisters

SRAAAY © ¢
SARIYTr ® NE
Both varieties grew great and produced a lot

of small- to medium-sized melons. Dakota
Sisters ripened sooner.

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

IR AALr © &
1%ty ® SE

Two seedlings of Dakota Sisters germinated

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

under very wet conditions whereas all
Irognois seedlings died. Dakota Sisters plants
produced more melons than what I usually
see from any vatiety. Dakota Sisters melons
were tasty, sweet and juicy.

ihtiriry @ @
2AAAY ®  SC

Dakota Sisters
Iroquois

It might be the year, but based on yields
neither variety was worth the garden space.
The cooler spring led to the late planting
[June 8]. I've had better years. I am
unimpressed this year with melons in
general.

IR AALr © E
SWARIY ®  SC

Dafkota Sisters tipened eatlier, produced
higher yields and had better flavor.

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

10R AR AT © &
TRARLY © SC

Datkota Sisters produced a better yield. Its
melons were beautiful and tasty. Iroguois

normally is beautiful but had some odd

shapes this year.

Dakota Sisters
Iroquois

10K A AR © &
IR RALr ©  SC

Both varieties were very good. I thought
Datkota Sisters produced a better looking

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

melon.

10K A AR © 3]
(AR ®  SC

There was very slow germination for both
varieties due to cool temperatures. 1
replanted three times. The late germination
resulted in lots of small/unripe fruit. The
flesh of Dakota Sisters was creamy and
sweeter. The flesh of Iroguois had a grainy

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

texture.
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Dakota Sisters
was the clear
winner. It
germinated
better, ripened
earlier,
produced
higheryields
and had better
flavor.

Best
cantaloupe
varieties

Top choice
Aphrodite

Strong

performers
Athena
Dakota Sisters
Goddess
Solstice
Superstar
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Prefer Dakota Sisters (continued)
ARRWTE ® &
2RI ® SC

I felt both varieties grew very small fruit.
The melons were about the size of a softball

Dakota Sisters
Iroquois

and not as sweet as I would have liked them
to be. Dakota Sisters produced more fruits.

Dakota Sisters

THirdirtt © ¢
fArdttte ®  NW

The seeds were direct sown right before the

Iroquois

cold rains in June. All plants were stunted.
Dakota Sisters was the only variety to get any
sizable melons. I do think sowing indoors
would have helped both varieties.

Sy © ¢
shrdrtetete ©  SW

These varieties did not do well in my garden.

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

I have not had good luck with melons in
general and when they produced, the melons
were very small because they got going late.
Dafkota Sisters did better.

Dakota Sisters 87y © E
TRARIY © SW

These variceties performed similarly.

Iroquois

TRARLY ©
3Ry @ SW

Dakota Sisters germinated better, produced

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

eatlier, produced more melons and tasted
better.

Dakota Sisters

SWRRARNY © E
TRRRRY ® SD

This was not my best year for melons. 1 had

Iroquois

trouble with powdery mildew late in the
season. I had better luck growing Dakota
Sisters.

Dakota Sisters

IR AALr © &
SHARATY © MB

It was not a good year for melons. I had a

Iroquois

very cool, wet spring for more than a month
so heat-loving plants had a slow start and did
not seem to grow much for a long time. I
almost gave up on them ever blossoming.
Both varieties produced only four full-sized
melons. Later fruits that formed did not
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have a chance to develop before frost. 1
have grown Dakota Sisters in previous years
and had a very good crop. Dakota Sisters
melons had sweet flavor and nice texture
although the melons of both varieties were
good.

Prefer Iroquois

R irYrYr ® &
TRARLTr @ SE

Irognois matured on August 27, 3 days
before Dakota Sisters. Iroquois melons wete

Dakota Sisters
Iroquois
Melons of both
varieties were
fairly small in
size.Yields
were reduced
due to the cool,
wet spring
conditions.

larger. I would not recommend either variety
because of the lack of good flavor. There
was a slight amount of powdery mildew on
the vines of both varieties in late August.

SRR © E
IRRARYT ©  SE

Iroguois melons were much larger, sweeter
and juicier. Dakota Sisters produced the first
ripe melons but Irequois produced higher

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

yields. Even though we only had three plants
emerge (two Iroguois and one Dakota Sisters),
we got over 60 cantaloupe! They were
delicious!

CRAAY @ &
10WRRRR © NC

Irognois was very productive and its melons

Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

were more attractive. Dakota Sisters ripened
earlier.

Dakota Sisters

shAdtrts ® g
Si iy ©  SW

Troquois was sweeter whereas Dakota Sisters

Iroquois

was mellower. Irognois is a really good
cantaloupe.

Conclusions

Dakota Sisters was the clear winner. It
germinated better, ripened earlier, produced
higher yields and had better flavor. Melons
of both varieties were fairly small in size.
Yields were reduced due to the cool, wet
spring conditions. Irogunois did not excel in
any trait.
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Okra, Green

Varieties
Buffalo Bill 91

55 days. New! Open, nearly spineless plants

are easy to harvest. Dark green pods stay

tender.

Clemson Spineless 80

60 days. Datk green pods stay spineless and

non-woody. High yields on 4-foot plants.

Popular.

Data

Gardeners at 15 sites submitted information.

Buffalo Clemson

Trait Bill 91 Sp. 80 Same
Buffalo Bill 91
Germinated best 33%  20%  47% Clem. Spineless 80
Healthier plants 23 23 54
Harvested eatlier 54 23 23
Higher yields 69 15 15
More attractive pods 54 15 31
Tasted better 38 31 31
Preference 69 31
Recommend (©) 100 62
Mean score! 8.38 7.08
Median score! 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Buffalo Bill 91
odrdrdrinl; ©
sirdririrs © NE

Buffalo Bill 91
Clem. Spineless 80

Both varieties grew like crazy and we

harvested well into the fall. The pods of
Buffalo Bill 91 were a little softer when

harvested.

Buffalo Bill 91
Clem. Spineless 80

ofrirdninlr ©
7irirdrdirt ® SE

This was my first time growing okra so it was
exciting to watch them grow and harvest.

The plants of both varieties were very

healthy. Buffalo Bill 91 plants were ready to
harvest first. Its pods were brighter green
while the pods of Clemson Spineless had

Buffalo Bill 91
Clem. Spineless 80

odrininirly © §
siriririr’y © SE
Buffalo Bill 91 produced slightly higher yields.

odrinirirly © §
sirirdniny © SE

This was such a fun trial to grow. We were all
amazed to see how well the plants grew!
Clemson Spineless 80 germinated better which
made for more plants, but Buffalo Bill 91 grew
more pods per plant. We enjoyed Buffalo Bill
91 because it didn’t get as woody as quickly,
although Clemson Spineless 80 definitely grew
larger pods. The pods of Clemson Spineless 80
got spots on them at the end of the season.

Buffalo Bill 91
Clem. Spineless 80

10drininirr © @
7irirdnint ® SE
Both varieties germinated at a rate of near
100%. Buffalo Bill 91 produced about double
the yield of Clemson Spineless 80. Buffalo Bill 91
pods were deeper green in color and more
slender. Whether pickled or cooked, Buffalo
Bill 91 pods tasted better. Its pods stayed

very crunchy.

Buffalo Bill 91 girininins © @
Clem. Spineless 80 57riririrs © NC

Buffalo Bill 91 had more uniform, straight
fruits. It was better for pickling;

more of a yellow hue to them. Clemson
Spineless 80 pods were stringy, tough and
harder to chew.
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Every gardener
recommended
Buffalo Bill 91.
The variety has
dethroned our
previous
champion
variety,
Clemson
Spineless 80.

]
Best
green okra
varieties

Top choice
Buffalo Bill 91

Strong
performers
Clemson
Spineless 80
Jambalaya



Prefer Buffalo Bill 91 (continued)

Buffalo Bill 91 ofririrdrly © §
SErimiriry ® NC

Both varieties were excellent and a gardener

Clem. Spineless 80

would not go wrong either way. However,
with the shorter growing season having
quicker germination and fruit production
were major advantages for Buffalo Bill 91.
Buffalo Bill 91 produced significantly more
pods. Its pods could grow bigger without
being woody and tough, and the dark green
coloring made it easy to spot okra growing
on the stalk leaving less okra to become too
woody to eat. The pods of both varieties
were attractive with little scarring or
blemishes.

Buffalo Bill 91 7aEEi ©
Clem. Spineless 80  8iriririris © SE

Clemson Spineless 80 had taller plants,
produced higher yields and tasted better than
Buffalo Bill 91. Neither variety had plants as

nice as some other varieties we have grown.

Buffalo Bill 91 TaEEi ©
Clem. Spineless 80  81riririric © NC

This was our first experience growing okra.
If harvested small, the pods of Clemson
Spineless §0 were mote attractive and
flavorful, but they got woody quickly. Its
pods were straight, firmer and had more
flavor. Buffalo Bill 91 pods were curled
sometimes but stayed tender longer.

Buffalo Bill 91
matured
earlier and
produced more
pods. Its pods
were deep
green, very
attractive and

they stayed

Buffalo Bill 91 107 © [  Buffalo Bill 91 chriririrs © g tender.
Clem. Spineless 80 517711 i ® SC Clem. Spineless 80  9triririris © SW
Buffalo Bill 91 was a prolific producer. It had Both varieties germinated at a rate of 100%.
nice plants and prettier pods. Both varieties produced well, but Clezson

Spineless 80 produced 20% more. Buffalo Bill
Buffalo Bill 91 sirfrirdry © § 91 pods were darker green but a little more
Clem. Spineless 80 27 r ® sw  toughand woody.
Clemson Spineless 80 didn’t compare at all in .

o . Conclusions

germination and production.

Every gardener recommended Bujffalo Bill 91.
Prefer Clemson Spineless 80 Buffalo Bill 91 matured earlier and produced

. P more pods. Its pods were deep green, very
Buffalo Bﬂl N 8'_' S © m attractive and stayed tender. Clemson Spineless
Clem. Spineless 80 97riririris © NE 80 has always done well in our previous trials,
Buffalo Bill 91 produced a higher yield but but it was overmatched by Buffalo Bill 91.
Clemson Spineless 80 pods were wider, softer
and tasted better.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

Recommendation

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

X Comments

i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

Ratings to other gardeners Not specified NC NE
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type
. NN v
Variety A AT © &
Variety B iy ® NC
N Location

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Pumpkin, Midsize Orange

Varieties

Hawk

95 days. Datk orange, 18-pound fruits with
ribs and sturdy handles. Semi-bush,
productive vines.

Spartacus

100 days. New! Dark orange, uniform, 20-
pound fruits with ribs. Semi-bush vines, high
yields.

Data

Gardeners at 27 sites submitted information.

Trait Hawk Spartacus Same
Germinated best 18% 14% 68%
Healthier plants 10 14 76
Harvested earlier 26 42 32
Higher yields 15 55 30
Bigger pumpkins 25 30 45
More attractive 20 30 50
Preference 32 68
Recommend (©) 74 89

Mean score’ 7.30 8.00

Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Hawk

Hawk
Spartacus

10%drAe © 1]

SHEEELY ® MN
Both varieties produced nice pumpkins that
will be great for carving. These varieties were
easy to grow once we got rid of the
woodchuck problem. Spartacus pumpkins
were smaller.

Hawk
Spartacus

10%dardre © &
owrdrErly © NE

I sowed in pots and then transplanted the

seedlings into the garden. Haw pumpkins

were taller and darker with slightly deeper
grooves. Spartacus pumpkins were shorter and
lighter orange than those of Hawk. Hawk is
better for carving, and both varieties will be
beautiful for fall decorating;

Hawk

10ddrdndrdr © &

Spartacus owEEE © SE

Hawk had more attractive fruits. Yields and
the size of fruits were similar. Powdery
mildew appeared on both varieties near
Labor Day.

Hawk SEEEELT © Bz
Spartacus 7 © NC

Hawfk produced more and bigger pumpkins.

Hawk

Spartacus

s © R
ciririniy © SC
Hawfk had better germination and bigger
pumpkins.

Hawk ErEEAL O 1]
sEEEELT O SD
Both varieties produced nice, average-sized

pumpkins. Hawk pumpkins were more

Spartacus

uniform in size and shape and more
attractive.

Prefer Spartacus
Hawk

Spartacus

Spartacus produced four times more
pumpkins, and its pumpkins were larger.

Hawk
Spartacus

7TarE © 1]
sEErEEy © NE
Both varieties produced large pumpkins.
Spartacus pumpkins turned orange sooner and
produced a higher yield. The battle with the
vines taking over the garden was a turn off.
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Both varieties
produced dark
orange,
beautiful
pumpkins.

Best jack-0’-
lantern
varieties

Top choice
Early King

Strong
performers
Autumn Gold
Bellatrix
Cargo
Cronus
Early Dakota
Howden
Gladiator
Magic Lantern
Spartacus



Prefer Spartacus (continued)
Hawk 8 ® &
Spartacus 9 © SE

Spartacus produced a few more pumpkins, but
both varieties were very good producers.

Hawk 8 © &
SE

Both varieties did very well, but my pumpkin
pickers preferred the Spartacus because the

Spartacus 9 ©

fruit grew faster and bigger.

Hawk 6 © 1]
SE

Spartacus yields were okay and better than
those of Hawk. Spartacus vines were healthier.
My pumpkins didn’t do very well this season.

Spartacus 7 ©

5 © -
NC

Spartacus vines were healthier and produced
more fruits.

Hawk
Spartacus 8 ©

Hawk 2 ® m
Spartacus 3 ® SC

The pumpkins of Spartacus looked better
than those of Hawk, but I was not happy
with either one.

Hawk 7 ® &
Spartacus 9 © SC

I liked the rounder and more uniform shape
of the Spartacus pumpkins. Spartacus
produced 18 fruits compared to 10 for Hawk.

Hawk 2 ® &
SC

Hawk had many flowers but fewer pumpkins.
Spartacus pumpkins were more attractive.
Spartacus matured eatlier but the maturity rate
for both varieties was long. I still have green
pumpkins today [October 9]. The pumpkins
of both varieties had a perfect size.

Spartacus 7 ©

Hawk 7 © .y
SC

Spartacus produced 53 fruits with an average
of 23 pounds per fruit. Hawk produced 40
fruits with an average of 19 pounds per fruit.
Spartacus matured a bit eatlier. I wanted more
even maturity out of both varieties.

Spartacus 8 ©

Hawk 9 © m
Spartacus 10 © NW

The plants of both varieties were very
durable. As seedlings they withstood hail and
freezing temps. We also had hail the size of
golf balls in August, and they still managed
to produce three pumpkins per variety.
Spartacus had the first mature pumpkin.

Hawk 8 © &
Spartacus 10 © SD

I preferred the more rounded shape and nice,
thick stems of Spartacus pumpkins. They were
beautiful and picture perfect for carving;
Spartacus produced 37 pumpkins from five
plants, an average of 7.4 pumpkins per plant.
Its heaviest pumpkin was 31 pounds; its
lightest pumpkin was 11 pounds; its average
pumpkin weight was 21 pounds. Hawk
produced 19 pumpkins from four plants, an
average of 4.8 pumpkins per plant. Its
heaviest pumpkin was 40 pounds; its lightest
pumpkin was 8 pounds; its average pumpkin
weight was 26 pounds. The vines of both
varieties were vigorous.

© _
SD

Hawk 5
Spartacus 6 ©

The vines of both varieties were very
vigorous. The pumpkins of both varieties
ripened at the same time and were the same
size. Spartacus produced a little better yield
and its pumpkins had a nicer shape.

No Preference

Hawk 10
Spartacus 10

Both varieties did well!

Conclusions

Both varieties produced dark orange,
beautiful pumpkins. Most gardeners
preferred Spartacus. Its pumpkins turned
orange sooner, and it produced a higher
yield. Spartacus fruits were rounded while
Hawk fruits were tallet. The semi-bush vines
of both varieties were more vigorous than
expected.
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Most
gardeners
preferred

Spartacus. Its

pumpkins

turned orange

sooner, and
Spartacus
produced a
higher yield.



Pumpkin, Large Orange

Varieties

Everest

95 days. Datk orange, 40-pound fruits are
round to slightly tall. Semi-bush vines resist
diseases.

Gemini

90 days. Dark orange, 35-pound, round
fruits. Ripens early. Semi-bush vines resist
diseases.

Data

Gardeners at 28 sites submitted information.

Trait Everest Gemini Same
Germinated best 22% 26% 52%
Healthier plants 27 19 54
Harvested earlier 32 27 41
Higher yields 29 29 42
Bigger pumpkins 36 18 45
More attractive 36 23 41
Preference 55 45
Recommend (©) 87 78

Mean score! 7.55 7.36

Median score! 7.50 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Everest

Everest sEdrEEy © 1]
Gemini 7HEELT © MN

Everest was more prolific and had larger
pumpkins. Gemini had powdery mildew and
squash vine borers late in the season. Everest
had less powdery mildew and no squash vine
borets.

Everest sEdrEEy © 1]
Gemini oEEEL © SE
Everest had a better stand and its vines were
more vigorous. Everest produced 11
pumpkins; Gemini produced 9 pumpkins.
Everest pumpkins were taller and slightly
bigger. They looked more inviting for making
jack-o’-lanterns. Gemini pumpkins were more
squat in shape.

Everest 10ddrdndrdr © &
Gemini OfrErErEy © SE

Both varieties produced wonderfully. We did
get a few more Everest pumpkins.

Everest 2T ® 1]
Gemini 1 ® SE

Everest produced only one fruit and it was
very small. Gewini did not produce any fruits.

Everest 9¥rirdninls © &
Gemini SHEEELT © NC
Everest produced larger pumpkins. Gemini
produced more pumpkins.

Everest sEEEET © &
Gemini SWwinre © NC
Everest produced five pumpkins compared to
two pumpkins for Gemini. Pumpkins of both
varieties wetre small [only one fruit exceeded
10 pounds| and were just starting to turn

color when they were harvested on October
7.

Everest sEErEEy © &
Gemini (HEE © SC
Gemini grew so fast and so strong! Both

varieties were fruitful. Everest produced huge
pumpkins!

Everest omrEEEl O &
Gemini sEEEEL O NW

Everest pumpkins had a more uniform size.
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Everest
pumpkins
were bigger at
more sites, but
many
gardeners
were
expecting
larger fruits
from both
varieties.

Best large
orange
pumpkin
varieties

Top choice
Big Moose

Strong
performers
Dill’s Atlantic
Giant
Early Giant
Large Marge
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Prefer Everest (continued)

Everest 7 ®) 3
Gemini 2 ® SW

Everest outperformed Gemini in all categories
except higher yield. Everest pumpkins were
bigger. I was disappointed that each plant
produced one pumpkin each. I also noticed
there were not a lot of blossoms on either
variety. I’'m not sure exactly how big a large
pumpkin is supposed to be, but I got two
pumpkins that I would consider large.

Everest 9 © i
Gemini 8 © SW

Both varieties were good. Everest produced
14 fruits and Gemini produced 11 fruits.

Everest 10 ®) 1]
Gemini 8 © SD

Both varieties grew beautiful pumpkins that
were round with flat bottoms. I loved these
pumpkins. They had very consistent fruits
perfect for a market gardener. I had more
trouble with powdery mildew on the Gemini
plants. This was not a good year for vine
crops due to powdery mildew.

Prefer Gemini

Everest 5 © 1]
Gemini 6 © SE

The vines were loaded in flowers and were
good producers. I expected the pumpkins to
be larger. Gemini vines were healthier.

Everest 6 ® &
Gemini 7 ® SE

Gemini produced higher yields. Its fruits were
bigger and more attractive. I was
disappointed that neither variety produced
large pumpkins. Powdery mildew appeared
on Labor Day.

Everest 7 © -
Gemini 8 © NC
Gemini germinated quicker, matured earlier

and produced higher yields. Its pumpkins
were more attractive.

Everest 7 ® 1]
Gemini 8 © SC

Gemini pumpkins had a prettier shape for
carving,

Everest 7 © 1]
Gemini 10 © SC

Gemini germinated better. The varieties were
equal in health, yield and fruit quality traits.

Everest 7 © 1]
Gemini 9 © NW

Gemini produced more fruits and they were
of bigger size. There was lots of powdery
mildew in both varieties, less so with Gewini.

Everest 7 © 1]
Gemini 8 ®) SW

The pumpkins of both varieties had a nice,
average size. Their leaves dried out eatlier in
the season than normal. Gemini had a higher
yield and its pumpkins were more uniform in

shape.
Everest 9 ®) &
Gemini 10 ®) SW

Gemini produced slightly larger pumpkins.
The pumpkins of both varieties had nice
handles.

Everest 7 ®) &
Gemini 9 © SW

Gemini was a much more compact plant with
much greater, early production. Everest came
on later with fewer fruit. This was a hot, dry
and windy summer.

No Preference

Everest 8 © 1]
Gemini 8 © NC

These varieties were similar. They both
produced mid-sized, not large pumpkins.

Conclusions

Most gardeners preferred Everest. Its
pumpkins were larger and judged to be more
attractive by more gardeners. Many gardeners
were expecting larger fruits from both
varieties. Both varieties wete susceptible to
powdery mildew.
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Both varieties

were

susceptible to

powdery
mildew.
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Pumpkin, Gray

Varieties

Blue Doll

110 days. Blocky, deeply ribbed pumpkins.
Large vines produce heavy yields of 15-
pound fruits. Sweet flesh for pies and soups.

Blue Ice

100 days. Big, 30-pound fruits ripen to a soft
blue-gray color. Edible flesh. Resists diseases.

Data

Gardeners at 26 sites submitted information.
Blue Blue

Trait Doll Ice Same

Germinated best 40% 12% 48%

Healthier plants 35 26 39

Harvested earlier 29 38 33

Higher yields 39 43 17

Bigger pumpkins 48 35 17

More attractive 42 29 29

Preference 57 43

Recommend (©) 83 79

Mean score’ 7.25 6.75

Median score! 7.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Blue Doll

Blue Doll sty ® &
Blue Ice 2%ty ® SE
Blue Doll was better in all traits including

yield. Neither variety produced many
pumpkins, and their pumpkins were small.

Blue Doll 7irdrdriny © 1]
Blue Ice 2%y ® SE

Blue Ice did not produce any fruits.

Blue Doll 7irirdnint © 1]
Blue Ice clrirdny ©  SE
Blue Doll had larger fruits. The pumpkins of
both varieties were fairly small, but I planted
late [June 8]. Both vatieties seemed to be
affected by squash vine borers.

Blue Doll
Blue Ice

The colors of both varieties were beautiful. I
decorated with them and received many
compliments. B/ue Do/l pumpkins had a larger
size, great color and were more attractive.

odrindrirly © &
sirdrdrdry © NC

Blue Doll
Blue Ice

odrirdninlr © 1]
4irdrTr ® NC
Blue Doll produced more than twice as many

pumpkins. Its pumpkins were larger and their
color was nicef.

girininiry © -
7irdrdrin © NC
Both varieties were great. Blue Do/l fruits were
bigger and their skins had a beautiful texture.

Blue Doll
Blue Ice

Blue Doll 10frirdrdrd © &
Blue Ice cirdrirry © SC
These are the coolest looking pumpkins!
They had a pretty blue/gteen colot. Biue Doll
vines were healthier and produced higher
yields and bigger fruits.

10drirdrnird ©
odrdrdrir; © sC
Both varieties grew well and produced a

good number of pumpkins. Their fruits were
easy to tell apart because Blue Do/l pumpkins

Blue Doll
Blue Ice

had more wrinkles and warts. Blue Ice
pumpkins were smooth in appearance. I
prefer the wrinkled, warty appearance of Blue
Doll. The pumpkins of both vatieties were
wonderful for fall decorations as well as for
making good pumpkin pie and other
pumpkin treats.
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Most
gardeners
preferred Blue
Doll. Its
pumpkins
were larger,
and gardeners
loved the look
of its deeply
ribbed fruits.

]
Best gray
pumpkin
varieties

Top choice
Blue Doll

Strong
performer
Jarrahdale
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Prefer Blue Doll (continued)

Blue Doll 8 ®) 11
Blue Ice 7 ®) SC

Blue Do/l had healthier vines that produced a
slightly higher yield of nice pumpkins. Blue
Doll had the longest vines searching for
fences. The largest pumpkin was outside the
fence and was kicked in by a deer.

Blue Doll 9 ®) i
Blue Ice 7 ®) SC

Blue Do/l had 47 fruits with an average of
17.0 pounds. Blue Ice produced 44 fruits with
an average of 14.3 pounds. I liked the deeper
tibs of B/ue Doll, which made it a nice
farmstand item. Blue Ice was a popular seller,
too. It was useful for flower arranging. Blue
Doll fruits were generally too big for flowet/
pumpkin table centerpieces. Blue Ice fruits had
a lot of variation in shape; some were
squatty, some were flatter. We had about 7
off-type fruits that were blocky, smooth-
ribbed and speckled with more green than
blue, but still pretty and sold in our
farmstand. Blue Do/l fruits were incredibly
thick walled. I made one into pie. There was
very little waste. It was a challenge to cut
open; I recommend a hatchet or power tool.

Blue Doll 10 ®) i
Blue Ice 4 ® SC

We had extensive deer damage to all
pumpkin plants in eatly July, but Bize Dol/
rebounded and still produced fruit despite
the damage. If we had not had the damage, I
expect we would have had a great yield from

Blue Doll.

Blue Doll 6 © &
Blue Ice 4 ® SW
Blue Doll had healthier vines and eatlier yields.
Its fruits were bigger and more attractive. I
should have sown this trial a lot eatlier
[sowed June 1].

Blue Doll 9 ®) 1]
Blue Ice 8 ®) SW

Blue Doll germinated better; otherwise they
were very similar.

Prefer Blue Ice

Blue Doll 6 © &
Blue Ice 8 © MN

Blue Doll had larger yields and appeared to be
more viny but had fewer fruits. Blue Ice did
the best with more ripe and larger fruits.
Production was low in this trial. There was
too much rain and not enough heat.

Blue Doll 7 ®) 11
Blue Ice 8 ®) MN

Neither variety was super prolific, but the
colors of both vatieties were gorgeous. Blue
Ice produced more pumpkins. I had some
squash vine borers on other varieties but
both of these gray pumpkin varieties were
pest free.

Blue Doll 7 ® &
Blue Ice 8 © MN

Blue Ice overall did better in yield and size. It
produced beautiful, gray-blue/green
pumpkins.

Blue Doll 1 ® 1]
Blue Ice 5 © NE

Blue Doll vines were less healthy and had no
fruits.

Blue Doll 6 N i
Blue Ice 8 © SE
Blue Ice pumpkins ripened better and had

bigger fruits. B/ue Do// had a higher yield and
its pumpkins looked more attractive.

Blue Doll 6 ®) i
Blue Ice 8 ®) SC

Blue Ice had better production.

Blue Doll 7 ®) 1]
Blue Ice 8 ®) SC

This was a fun trial; the pumpkins were huge
and incredibly heavy. The vines actually grew
up my tomato cages and into my neighbors
pine trees. Blue Ice pumpkins were slightly
larger and heavier.

Blue Doll 5 ®) i
Blue Ice 9 © SC

Blue Ice ripened earlier, produced better, and
the plants took up less space.
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Blue Ice
ripened earlier
and produced
a higher yield
at more sites.
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Prefer Blue Ice (continued)

Blue Doll CHEE ® 1]
Blue Ice SEEEET © SW
Both varieties had 100% germination. The
plants were big, full and vigorous with leaves
as large as dinner plates. Blue Ice was fun to
grow. Its pumpkins were a nice size and not

Conclusions

Most gardeners preferred Blue Doll. Its
pumpkins were larger, and gardeners loved
the look of its deeply ribbed fruits. Blue Ice
ripened earlier and produced a higher yield at
more sites. The pumpkins of both varieties
were wonderful for fall decorations as well as
for making pumpkin treats. The vines of

The pumpkins
of both

varieties were
wonderful for

too big. They had a unique color and shape. both varieties were healthy and vigorous but fall .
R not especially productive. decorations as
Blue Doll sEdrEEy © & well as for
Blue Ice 10FaEew O SW .
. making
Blue Ice fruits had a better shape. .
pumpkin
No Preference treats.
Blue Doll gurirdiririy © 1]
Blue Ice sEdrEEy © SW
It was hard to differentiate much difference
in these varieties. B/ue Doll germinated better.
Blue Ice produced a higher yield.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from
east to west)

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

X Comments

i = Organic
[E = Uses inorganic fertilizers
& = Uses inorganic pesticides

Recommendation = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10) (ves or no) Garden type
N 4
Variety A WG © &
Variety B e ® NC
N Location

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Pumpkin, White

Varieties

Abominable

110 days. New! True white, 16-pound
pumpkins with contrasting dark green stems.
Resists diseases.

Stella Luna

95 days. Very attractive, round, 14-pound
fruits. Ripens early and produces heavy
yields. Full vines.

Data

Gardeners at 22 sites submitted information.
Abomi- Stella

Trait nable Luna  Same

Germinated best 62% 10% 29%

Healthier plants 42 5 53

Harvested eatlier 72 17 11

Higher yields 78 17 6

Bigger pumpkins 74 16 11

More attractive 63 21 16

Preference 79 21

Recommend (©) 89 26

Mean score! 8.00 4.84

Median score' 8.00 5.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Abominable

ofrirdnirly © &
2Wirinry ® MN
Abominable scored much better in all areas. It
produced over 20 fruits compared to only 2
tor Stella Luna. Many of the Abominable fruits
were large and very nice.

Abominable
Stella Luna

Abominable
Stella Luna

sirindrdrny © F
iy ® SE
Stella Luna did not produce any pumpkins.

Powdery mildew appeatred on both varieties
near Labor Day.

sirdnirdry O -
2¥irieny ® NC

Abominable
Stella Luna

Abominable matured earlier. It produced more
fruits and bigger fruits. Only one seed of
Stella Luna germinated.

Abominable
Stella Luna

odirdrirk © PE

7Tiriniriry ® NC
Abominable had excellent germination. The
pumpkins produced wete very nicely shaped
and had a nice size. I would definitely grow
Abominable again!

Abominable
Stella Luna

cirirlrrs © &
2T ® SC
Abominable was better in all traits. I harvested

only four pumpkins in total, three of which
were Abominable.

Abominable
Stella Luna

ofrirdrdrly © 1]
Ty ® SC

Abominable puampkins had a nicer shape. Hail
damage caused rot on S#ella Luna pumpkins.

Abominable
Stella Luna

10drinirdrdr © &
il ® SC

Abominable plants were taller and rounder like
a dome and S#lla Luna plants spread out and
took up twice as much space. It was easier to
weed around Abominable than Stella Luna.
Abominable had fruits the size of golf balls
before Stella Luna flowered. Abominable
produced about twice as much as S7e/la Luna.
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Abominable
scored much
better in all
traits.
Abominable
matured
earlier. It
produced more
fruits and
bigger fruits.

]
Best white
pumpkin
varieties

Top choice
Abominable

Strong

performers
Polar Bear
Casperita



Prefer Abominable (continued)

Abominable 8 ®) &
Stella Luna 5 ® SC

Both varieties had near 100% germination
and very vigorous vines. Their pumpkins
were very nice for decorating. .Abominable
produced nicely while Se/la Luna did not
produce very well.

Abominable 9 ®) 1]
Stella Luna 5 ® SC

I had trouble with S#/la Luna molding,

Abominable 7 ®) &
Stella Luna 5 ®) SC

Vines of both varieties appeared healthy, but
Stella Luna had several fruits rot on the vines.
Abominable produced 32 fruits with an
average of 7.1 pounds and weights ranging
from 2 to 14 pounds. S#ella Luna produced 22
fruits with an average of 6.8 pounds and
weights ranging from 1 to 12 pounds.
Abominable had more even maturity and
stayed true white. I liked the contrast with its
dark green stem. These stems cured to a
white/tan/yellow colot. Stella Luna was a
good, squatty option for flower

arrangements.
Abominable 10 ®) &
Stella Luna 8 ® NW

I like the traditional look of the Abominable
pumpkins. The smooth rind of Stella Luna
wasn’t my favorite nor was its stem.

Abominable 9 ®) &
Stella Luna 5 ® SwW

Abominable produced more fruits, larger fruits
and a higher yield. Its pumpkins had a nicer
shape and its handles were erect. S#ella Luna
pumpkins were more squat in shape and its
handles were hard to grasp.

Abominable 9 © 1]
Stella Luna 4 ® SW
Abominable was better all around, including

bigger pumpkins. Szella Luna germinated
poortly.

Abominable 7 ®) &
Stella Luna 1 ® SwW

I only harvested one ripe, perfect pumpkin; it
was from Abominable. Stella Luna did not
begin to set fruits until the end of
September; these fruits were small and
misshapen. This was a weird year all around.

Prefer Stella Luna

Abominable 7 ® &
Stella Luna 9 © NE

Stella Luna produced quite a few more
pumpkins than Abominable. Stella Luna
pumpkins were more rounded and cute; they
stayed white. ~Abominable pumpkins had more
of a standard jack-o’-lantern shape. Several
Abominable fruits had cracking around the
stem; they yellowed as the season ended
making them more cream than white in

color.
Abominable 7 ®) &
Stella Luna 8 ®) SE

Stella Luna produced more and bigger
pumpkins. The vines of _Abominable were
fuller and more vigorous.

Abominable 6 ®) &
Stella Luna 7 ®) SE
Stella Luna grew better.

Abominable 6 ® -
Stella Luna 8 ®) SE

Stella Luna produced slightly larger pumpkins
and a slightly larger yield.

Conclusions

Abominable scored much better in all traits.
Abominable germinated better and matured
eatlier. It produced more fruits and bigger
truits. Abominable pumpkins were true white
with beautiful, contrasting dark green
handles. The performance of Stella Luna was
disappointing in all facets including
germination, fruit quality and yield.
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Abominable
pumpkins
were true
white with
beautiful,
contrasting
dark green
handles.
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Squash, Gray Zucchini

Varieties

Hurakan

50 days. Big yields of shiny fruits. Sweet
flavor and creamy texture makes it popular
in Latin dishes.

Mexicana

48 days. Open plants produce eatly and
heavy yields. Uniform, slightly bulbous fruits
have appealing texture and flavor.

Data

Gardeners at 12 sites submitted information.
Mexi-

Trait Hurakan cana  Same

Germinated best 0% 33% 67%

Healthier plants 0 30 70

Harvested earlier 20 60 20

Higher yields 10 50 40

Morte attractive fruits 0 40 60

Tasted better 20 10 70

Preference 30 70

Recommend 45 91

Mean score! 7.55 8.18

Median score' 8.00  9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Hurakan

odrindnird; ©
sinirinirs © SE
Hurakan fruits were skinnier, less bulbous in

shape, so it had smaller seeds. Both varieties
had minimal powdery mildew, which was

Hurakan

Mexicana

great.
Hurakan ovrdrdrdrl;y © &
Mexicana 7irdrdrir © SE

These varieties had similar yields. Their
fruits looked similar. Hurakan had better
flavor compared to Mexicana.

9drirdrirls © -
ginirdnin © NW
The flavor of Hurakan was slightly milder.

Hurakan

Mexicana

Prefer Mexicana

sirdrdrdr O &
odrinirdrly © SE

Hurakan
Mexicana

Both varieties were attacked by squash vine
borers, but to my surprise most of the
plants bounced back after I cut into the
stems and dug out the insects. We got good
yields from both varieties. Mexicana had a
slight edge for its superior health and
earliness.
Hurakan sirirdniry © &
9drininirls © NC

These varieties were easy to germinate and
grow. Mexicana was easier to harvest. The
fruits of both varieties were tasty, but I
preferred the texture of Mexicana fruits.
Hurakan fruits had a better shelf life.

Mexicana

7Tiririniny ® &
ofrirdrir; © SC

Hurakan
Mexicana

Mexicana produced well before Hurakan, and

its fruits tasted better. Hurakan produced
higher yields.

Hurakan gtririniry ® 1]
Mexicana 10frirdrird ©
Mexicana had a higher yield and better fruit

color.

ginirdnint ® &
9frinirinl; © SW
Mexcicana produced earlier and higher yields.

Hurakan

Mexicana

Its fruits were more attractive.
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NW

Mexicana
produced an
earlier harvest
and higher
yields overall.
Its fruits were
more
attractive to
many
gardeners.

Best gray
zucchini
variety

Top choice

Mexicana
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Prefer Mexicana (continued) No Preference Afew
Hurakan CHWEELT ® & Hurakan 4irfriey ® 1] gardeners
Mexicana sEEEEy O SW Mexicana AMETeT ® SE noted the mild
Mexicana grew better and its squash had a I am not a fan of either variety. Both were flavor of
nice size. Both varieties were affected by a affected by the squash vine borer. Both had Hurakan, but
lack of moisture. (f;ui.te 1s\j{nall [fllants an}cll. (%i(?ln’th produce much most
ruit. My other zucchini in the same area .
Hurakan Jhdddes ® g didw'tdo well this year cither but didn’t gardeners did
Mexicana ofrirdrirly © SW seem to be affected by the squash vine not
. . b . r mmen
Mexicana had bigger plants and more yield. orer eco . end
It held up better in the heat and performed c lusi the variety.
better overall. onclusions
Most gardeners preferred Mexicana. 1t
produced an earlier harvest and higher
yields overall. Mexicana fruits were more
attractive to many gardeners. A few
gardeners noted the mild flavor of Hurakan,
but most gardeners did not recommend the
variety.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota
east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - e NC = North Central
Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
(1t010) N N < SW = Southwest
Variety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Squash, Green Zucchini

Varieties

Dunja

47 days. Disease-resistant vines produce lots
of glossy fruits. The open plants are easy to
harvest.

Kefren

50 days. New! Open plant habit, sparse
spines, and firmly attached stems make
harvesting a breeze.

Data

Gardeners at 31 sites submitted information.

Trait Dunja Kefren Same
Germinated best 8% 24% 68%
Healthier plants 23 12 65
Harvested eatlier 27 27 46
Higher yields 35 27 38
More attractive fruits 31 19 50
Tasted better 16 16 68
Preference 57 43
Recommend (©) 78 85

Mean score' 7.77 7.54

Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Dunja
Dunja clirirdrirs © -
Kefren SWEEnTT ® SE

Dunja performed better for all traits. I was
slightly disappointed with the germination of
both varieties but this may be due to the
weather.

Dunja
Kefren

1oFaEa®w © &
siririririy © SE
Both varieties have been great and haven’t
slowed the constant production of more
zukes! I haven’t seen a speck of mildew on
either yet (October 7), and I stuffed the
plants super close together this year—I hate
thinning healthy baby plants. Dunja produced
more fruits, and its fruits were prettier.

Dunja
Kefren

SErErErE © &
7THEEL © SE

Dunja fruits had better flavor and texture
than Kefren fruits. Kefren was easier to harvest
compared to Dunja.

Dunja
Kefren

sEEEET © &
cHEELT © SE
Dunja was better overall, including better
tasting. Both varieties were attacked by

squash vine borers and we lost several
plants, though I was able to save a few.

Dunja
Kefren

IEEEET © &
7o © SC
Dunja vines had slightly darker leaves and

produced more fruits. Both varieties did
well.

IEEEET © 1]
suriririris © SC
Dunja produced a high yield all season.

Dunja
Kefren

1oFaEa®w © &
s¥ririrdriy © SC
These were super productive varieties. Dunja
had a straight fruit while Kefren tended to
develop a bulb at the end. There was no
difference in their tastes. At the end of the
season we saw more powdery mildew on

Kefren.

Dunja
Kefren
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Gardeners
were pleased
with both
varieties. They
rated Dunja
and Kefren
similarly for all
traits.

Best green
zucchini
varieties

Top choice
Green
Machine

Strong

performers
Cashflow
Desert
Dunja
Payload
Raven
Spineless

Beauty



Prefer Dunja (continued)

Dunja 10 ®) Bz
Kefren 8 ®) SC

Dunja was very productive. Its plants stayed
healthy late into the growing season.

Dunja 8 © 1]
Kefren 7 © SC

Dunja produced fruit a few days eatlier.
Both varieties appeared to have limited
resistance to diseases. Neither variety is a
good as Green Tiger, which is the standard
zucchini I grow every year.

Dunja 10 © 1]
Kefren 9 © SW

These are bush-type zucchinis with compact
plants and very little difference between
them. Dunja had more uniform fruit. This
trial was grown in a hoop house, so it was a
more controlled environment with consistent

watering,

Dunja 9 ®) i
Kefren 8 ®) SW
Dunja tasted bettet.

Dunja 7 ® Ei
Kefren 5 ® SW

Kefren plants were smaller and seemed to
struggle. My gray zucchini plants were much
bigger and better producers.

Dunja 9 ®) 1]
Kefren 8 ®) SD

Both varieties were great. Dunja seemed a
little less susceptible to powdery mildew:.

Prefer Kefren

Dunja 4 ® &g
Kefren 7 © SE

Kefren plants were much larger and produced
a more plentiful harvest. Kefren fruit were
longer, thinner and better looking, Dunja
fruit were short and fat.
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Dunja 7 ®) i
Kefren 8 ®) SE

Kefren germinated better and produced
eatlier. I found no difference in taste with
the smaller fruits of these varieties. These
varieties worked better in my garden than
the seeds I have bought at the store and
grown in past years.

Dunja 7 ® i
Kefren produced bigger squash and more were compact
squash. with an open
Dunja 8 © " habit, making
Kefren 10 © sc themeasyto
Both varieties were very nice, but Kefren was harvest. Yields
more productive. Kefren germinated quicker of both
but Dunja caught up. Dunja had more fruits varieties were
that rotted while still small. abundant.
Dunja 9 © &g
Kefren 10 © SC
Zucchini grows exceptionally well in my
garden. Both varieties had huge plants. Kefren
produced morte fruits.
Dunja 8 © -
Kefren 9 © NW
These varieties were very similar in all traits.
Their fruits were tender and delicious even
when they got big;
Dunja 9 © &
Kefren 10 ®) NW
I preferred the color of Kefren fruits.
Dunja 9 © &
Kefren 10 ®) SW
I preferred the taste of Kefren.
Dunja 5 ® &
Kefren 6 ®) SD
Kefren produced eatlier yields, higher yields
and tasted better. Dunja vines were healthier
and its fruits were more attractive.
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Prefer Kefren (continued)

Dunja 7THEEi © &
Kefren ST © SK

This trial was planted between some corn.

Dunja sEEEW © 2 HE
Kefren sHEHEEELT © SW
As it seems with all zucchini, these vatieties

were very prolific. They did quite well
despite the heat and drought. Both varieties

Bh?ilt;]aéletttle: I)Jofucfli well, but Kefren was produced quite well all the way up to the Dunja was
shghtly better at around. time I pulled them. Their fruits were more ~ preferred by
slender than those of traditional zucchini. most
No Preference Also, I grew these for the seeds as well as gardeners
Dunia ofr ® ) the flesh. The fruits I grew for seeds I let .
J S Dunja vines
Kefren ofr ® SC get really mature. When I wanted one to eat
o for seeds, I had plenty of tender young were extremely
The Performance 9f, these varicties was fruits as well. productive and
identical. Both vatieties produced a lot of
blossoms but the fruits aborted when they Conclusions stayed healthy
were 3 inches long, late into the
Gardeners were pleased with both varieties. growing
Dunja cirdrlry ® & They rated Dunja and Kefren similarly for all season.
Kefren Glirirdr'r ® SC traits. Their vines were compact with an
The vines of both varieties stayed small open habit, making them casy to harvest.
) ¥ o ’ Yields of both varieties were abundant.
Each variety produced one zucchini. The Duni ferred b d
fruits turned yellow before they got an #ya Was pEelerrec by most garcencrs.
L b Y b Ve Y Dunja vines were extremely productive and
arger than a cucumber. stayed healthy late into the growing season.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota

east to west)

Recommendation

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

[fl = Uses inorganic fertilizers
= Uses inorganic pesticides
- = Not specified

Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)\. (ves or no) Garden type

Variety A TEEEn © &

Variety B WL © NC

X Comments

NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Squash, Yellow Summer Org.

Varieties

Butterfingers

52 days. New! Semi-open, spineless plants
produce big yields of quality fruit over a
long harvest period.

Goldfinch

50 days. Steady yields of beautiful, tender
squash are perched on a long, central stem.
Open plants ate easy to hatrvest.

Data

Gardeners at 15 sites submitted information.
Butter- Gold-

Trait fingers finch  Same

Germinated best 25% 25% 50%

Healthier plants 33 33 33

Harvested earlier 58 33 8

Higher yields 50 50 0

More attractive fruits 42 17 42

Tasted better 25 8 67

Preference 69 31

Recommend 93 71

Mean score! 7.85 7.15

Median score' 8.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Butterfingers

Buttetfingets 7irdrdrint © &
Goldfinch ciririTy © SE

Less than half of the seeds emerged due to
tough growing conditions this spring,
Butterfingers was easier to harvest and
produced higher yields. Its smaller fruits
worked well for stir frying, Butterfingers fruits
were tender enough when harvested small
but would develop tougher flesh than
Goldfinch fruits when more mature.

ofririrdrl: © &
sirdrdrdny © SE

Butterfingers
Goldfinch

Goldfinch grew and produced better, but I
preferred the taste and slender, soft skin/
look of Butterfingers fruits. The fruits of both
varieties were delicious. Squash beetles took
a toll on some of the plants, in particular the
Butterfingers plants.

Butterfingers odrdrdrirdy ©
Goldfinch sirirdniry ® NC
More seeds of Butterfingers germinated.

Butterfingers produced more fruits and they
were tasty.

Butterfingers odrdrdrirdy © 1]
Goldfinch 7irdririry ® SC
Butterfingers produced the first fruits. Its
fruits were more attractive and tasted better.
Goldfinch produced higher yields, but a high

number of the fruits had blossom end rot.
Goldfinch fruits had tougher skin.

Butterfingers ~ 9vriririrds © z
Goldfinch 7rdrdrirty © SC

Butterfingers had smaller fruits and was very
prolific.

Butterfingers sirdrdrdny © &
Goldfinch sl ® SC

Butterfingers germinated better, had healthier
plants and produced higher yields.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

The vines of
both varieties
were healthy
and productive.

]
Best
straightneck
summer
squash
varieties
Top choice

Slick Pik YS
26

Strong

performers
Butterfingers
Fortune
Multipik
Zephyr
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Prefer Butterfingers (continued)

Butterfingers ~ 107riririrsr © &
Goldfinch sEEEEy O NW

Butterfingers plants stayed healthy and

Butterfingers SerErir © 1]
Goldfinch 7HEEiT © NC
Goldfinch handled the cool spring better. It

germinated first and had the first nice
squash. Goldfinch had lots of blooms while

prloducti.ve until frost. They were loadeq Butterfingers was slow blooming. The fruits of Butterfingers
with fruits. I p refeﬁfed the smoother, thllnner both varieties looked and tasted fine. vines produced
and more tender skin of Butterfingers fruits. . .
the first fruits.
Butterfingers sEEEET © 1] BGutl;e;ﬁniers Z ) g N‘\X/ Many
Goldfinch sty © 0 SW o o 4 gardeners felt
Butterfingers plants stayed more upright than Qa/a#im/a prod.u ced earh.er and gave a higher Butterfingers
. yield. It germinated quicker and developed .

G.a@‘im/a plants. GO@%M produced hlgber into fuller plants with larger leaves. Goldfinch fruits were
ylelqs. Goldfinch fr‘ults had smoother skin but . s were a bit larger. more
bruised more easily. attractive and
Butterfingers 107 © Q lélz'cljgircliers 3 . g -SD tasted bet'fer
Goldfinch ofrdrdnins ®  SD S than Goldfinch
B o o Both varieties produced a great yield and fruits.

oth varieties were great. Both varieties had . dfinch produced mote. I did not notice a
very good flavor. Butterfingers had more difference in the taste of these vatieties.
resistance to the powdery mildew. Butzerfingers
produced more perfect, marketable fruits. .

Conclusions
Prefer Goldfinch The vines of both varieties were healthy and
o productive. Most gardeners preferred
Butterfingets TEEELE © & Butterfingers and nearly every gardener
Goldfinch geririririy © SE recommended it. Butterfingers vines produced
Goldfinch fruits had a softer, more palatable the first fruits. Many gardeners felt
skin. Butterfingers fruits were more attractive and
tasted better than Goldfinch fruits.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers
E- Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)\. (ves or no) Garden type
Variety A '.'.'"".'.'"'..\© i{
Variety B T ® NC

NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Squash, Orange Kabocha

Varieties

Madonna

95 days. New! Orange-red, 3-pound fruits
are great for single servings. Short,
productive vines.

Sunshine

95 days. Attractive, 4-pound fruits have
sweet, smooth flesh. Great for baking,
mashing and pies. Short vines. All-America
Selections winner.

Data

Gardeners at 35 sites submitted information.
Sun-

Trait Madonna shine  Same

Germinated best 30% 18% 52%

Healthier plants 20 17 63

Harvested eatlier 32 26 42

Higher yields 53 27 20

More attractive fruits 19 29 52

Tasted better 26 22 52

Preference 53 47

Recommend 76 73

Mean score' 7.67 7.48

Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Madonna
7irdrdish © &
cirirdr ® MN

Madonna fruits were much larger but fewer
in number. Sunshine had smaller fruits but

Madonna

Sunshine

produced a higher yield overall. Sunshine
fruits were cute and more decorative.

Wi @ F
iy © MN
I only got three fruits from Madonna and

one fruit from Sunshine. Madonna produced
earlier. This was not a good year for

Madonna
Sunshine

pumpkins, squash and tomatoes. There was
too much rain and not enough heat.

ofrirdrdrl: © B
stirfriniry © NE

Madonna

Sunshine

Madonna was ready to harvest a couple days
eatlier. It produced a higher yield and had
more attractive fruits. The fruits of both
varieties looked nice in fall yard displays. I
roasted and mashed both and tried in
“pumpkin” recipes. They tasted very good,
and I will grow them in my garden again!

stirfriniry © 1]
7t © MN

Madonna

Sunshine

Madonna produced a few more fruits.

10vrirdrirdk © &
otrdrinirly © SE
Madonna fruits had distinct fruits with deep

and white ribs that were very cute. Madonna
produced slightly higher yields.

Madonna

Sunshine

Madonna ofrinirinl; © &
s5#rirdnnt © SE
Madonna germinated much better (about
twice as many plants) and grew much better,

Sunshine

so its yield was much better. Sunshine tasted
slightly sweeter though, but both tasted
good.

10vrirdrirdk © &
il © SE

Madonna produced three times as many

squash. Madonna fruits were better and

Madonna

Sunshine

bigger, and they were ready to harvest
soonet. The taste of the fruits of both
varieties was so creamy.
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Sunshine has
been a strong
performerin
our trials for
years, but this
year it met its
matchin
Madonna.

Best
kabocha
squash
varieties

Top choice
Delica

Strong

performers
Madonna
Pink Panther
Red Kuri
Speckled

Hound

Sunshine
Sweet Mama
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Prefer Madonna (continued)

Madonna 10 © 1]
Sunshine 7 ® NC

Both varieties were fantastic producers of
truit. Madonna produced more fruits, and its
fruits were better looking.

Madonna 9 ®) -
Sunshine 8 ® SC

Madonna produced 16 fruits; they were mid-
sized. Sunshine produced 8 fruits; they were
large. The Madonna fruits were a better size
for our use. The fruits of both varieties
tasted good. Madonna tasted sweeter and
Sunshine tasted drier.

Madonna 10 © &
Sunshine 7 ® SC

Madonna produced a higher yield and tasted
better.

Madonna 8 ®) &
Sunshine 5 ®) SC

Madonna had a higher yield and was very
tasty.

Madonna 10 © )
Sunshine 9 © SC

Madonna produced more fruits and more
pounds. I harvested 163 pounds of Madonna
compared to 75 pounds of Swunshine. 1 liked
the orange color and even shape of the
fruits of these varieties.

Madonna 9 © .y
Sunshine 7 ® SC

Madonna was extremely productive. There
were four to even five times as many
harvestable fruits compared to Sunshine
(there were still some Sunshine fruits ripening
that would have been ready had the frost
not gotten to them). Madonna was only
slightly more flavorful to me. I also prefer
the smaller single-serving size of them
opposed to the larger Sunshine fruits.

Madonna 10
Sunshine 8

© &
© NW
Madonna had healthier plants and higher
yields. The flesh of Madonna fruits had a
creamier texture. The flesh of Sunshine fruits
had a more traditional, drier texture.

Madonna 10 © &
Sunshine 7 ® NW

Madonna plants outnumbered Swushine three
to one. This likely led to its higher yields.
Madonna started to set fruit 2 weeks earlier. I
preferred the smaller size and flat-bottomed
shape of Madonna fruits. The flesh of
Madonna was more moist and smoother in
texture compared to that of Swuushine.

Madonna 7 © 1]
Sunshine 6 © SW

Although Sunshine produced a higher yield,
Madonna had bigger fruit.

Madonna 10 ®) 1]
Sunshine 9 ®) SW

The plants were very healthy and large.
They grew almost to the ceiling of my hoop
house (more than 10 feet) and trailed over
12 feet along the side. The vines are still
growing and blooming as of October 30.
Madonna fruits had better flavor.

Prefer Sunshine
Madonna 7 ® m -3
Sunshine 9 © MN

Sunshine produced fruit about 10 days earlier
than Madonna, but Madonna was much more
productive. Madonna outproduced Sunshine
neatly 3 to 1. Sunshine had better flavor.
Madonna was very bland. We are hopeful this
was just one bad sample. I have grown
Sunshine before and it was more productive
in the past. If later taste tests of Madonna
have better flavor, I may also recommend it
because it was very productive.

Madonna 7 ®) &
Sunshine 8 ®) NE
I liked the smoother look of Sunshine fruits.
The fruits of both varieties had beautiful,

orange-red coloring. I couldn’t tell a
difference in taste.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Both varieties
were
productive, but
theyields of
Madonna were
amazing.
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Prefer Sunshine (continued)

Madonna 5 ® &
Sunshine 6 © SE

We grew these two varieties in town in a
raised garden bed. Due to limited space, I
brought the leftover seeds home and sowed
them in my personal garden. What a
difference! Though the plants in town in the
raised bed did fine, and both varieties
yielded similar quantities of petite squash,
the ones in my personal garden became
monsters! They can sure vine and boy, I was
not expecting them to create a jungle! I've
never grown such monstrous squash vines
before! They were excellent hide-and-go-
seek spots for children! Of the squash
grown in town in the raised garden beds,
Sunshine seemed to have healthier plants. We
did have disease issues.

Madonna 7 © &
Sunshine 8 © SC

Sunshine fruits had a smoother skin.

Madonna 6 ® &
Sunshine 8 © SC
Sunshine had better germination and better
production.

Madonna 8 © &
Sunshine 9 © SC

The plants of these varieties grew equally
well. Sunshine fruits were a little larger.

Madonna 4 ® 1]
Sunshine 10 © SC

Sunshine germinated better, produced higher
yields and had more attractive fruits.

Madonna 7 ®) 1]
Sunshine 8 ®) SC

Hail in early August caused the plants to
become diseased which may have affected
this trial. I prefer Sunshine based on my past
experience as its vines are a bit more
compact than those of Madonna. Some vines
of Madonna grew at least 10 feet long. I was
not able to fully evaluate the taste as I
haven’t tasted enough of them to make a
determination.

Madonna 8 © &
Sunshine 9 © SW

Sunshine had slightly better flavor and
texture. Perhaps the taste of Madonna will
improve during storage. Sunshine fruits
ripened eatlier but Madonna produced neatly
twice as many fruits.

Madonna 8 © &
Sunshine 10 © SD

Every seed of both varieties germinated and
the plants grew well. Sunshine vines were less
rampant and produced larger fruits. The
color of Sunshine fruits was absolutely
beautiful; it was deep orange with some
almost looking red. The fruits of both
varieties were excellent in flavor, but I
preferred the somewhat sweeter, slightly
smoky taste of Sunshine. Sunshine produced
35 fruits on three plants. Its largest squash
weighed 10.0 pounds; its smallest squash
weighed 3.8 pounds; its average squash
weighed 5.6 pounds. Madonna produced 97
fruits on five plants. Its largest squash
weighed 9.2 pounds; its lightest squash
weighed 1.8 pounds; its average squash
weighed 3.7 pounds.

Madonna 7 ®) &
Sunshine 8 © SD

Both varieties grew well despite the drought
conditions!

Madonna 7 ® 1]
Sunshine 9 © SD

Both varieties germinated on the same day,
had healthy plants and were covered with
blossoms. I can’t believe the amount of
fruits they produced. Sunshine was more
productive and its fruits developed faster.

Madonna 6 ® 1]
Sunshine 9 © SD

I have grown Sunshine before and have
always had great results. Powdery mildew hit
our area and might have affected results of
vine crops. It’s been a dry season also.
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Gardeners
were pleased
with the
beautiful,
orange-red
color of these
fruits.
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No Preference Conclusions

Madonna 7 © - Sunshine has been a strong performer in our Gardeners

Sunshine Tirdrdisy © MN trials for years, but this year it met its match enjoyed the
. in Madonna. Both varieties were productive,

Both varieties had good plants, but cool but the yields of Madomna were fmazing flavor of these
ther took its toll. I thought the thick i s ;
Z)er iheeile(s)}? wlaz tiin Th:?fwas zot 1;1111;55 Gardeners were pleased with the beautiful, varieties right
meat as compared t(; size. Both of these orange-red color of the fruits of both after harvest.

varieties are sweeter than hubbard and vatieties. Mfdeﬂna fruits were .usually sh'ghtly The flesh of
butternut squash smaller in size and good for single servings. Madonna was
qnash. Gardeners enjoyed the flavor of these )
varieties right after harvest. The flesh of moister
Madonna was moister compared to that of compared to
Sunshine. that of
Sunshine.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota
east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation = s NC = North Central
Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
(1 to 10) N SW = Southwest
N
Variety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan
‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location SMI?I'=—SI\;IJUth Dakota
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety = Montana
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.
N comments
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Squash, Specialty Kabocha

Varieties

Pink Panther

90 days. Pink fruits are uniquely beautiful
and flavorful. Bright orange flesh. Full vines.
Early.

Speckled Hound

100 days. Fruits are orange with distinctive,
green splotches. Yellow-orange flesh is thick,
dense and dry. Vines resist diseases.

Data

Gardeners at 16 sites submitted information.

Pink Speckled

Trait Panther Hound Same
Germinated best 27% 45% 27%
Healthier plants 10 30 60
Harvested eatlier 50 50 0
Higher yields 50 40 10
More attractive fruits 11 44 44
Tasted better 83 0 17
Preference 60 40
Recommend 83 83

Mean score! 7.50 7.20

Median score' 8.00 7.50

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Pink Panther

Pink Panther 10Triririr © &
Speckled Hound 9vriririris © NE
The color of Pink Panther fruits was quite
nice. It was the better tasting variety after
harvest, but kabocha fruits taste better after
a few months of storage. I have a suspicion
that Speckled Hound will be tastier in a month
of two.

Pink Panther 107riririrsr © -
Speckled Hound 81riririris © SE
Pink Panther produced earlier and produced
more fruits overall.

Pink Panther

gwrErEeny © &
Speckled Hound 7iriririris © SE

The yields of both varieties weren’t very
high, but the fruits wete pretty. Pink Panther
produced more fruits but they were
considerably smaller than those of Speckled
Hound. 1 primarily wanted the fruits for
decorations and only got one really nice-
looking Speckled Hound. Speckled Hound fruits
were far more interesting looking, but Pink
Panther fruits were shaped perfectly without
blemishes and had a nice shade of orange.

Pink Panther 6HEELT © &
Speckled Hound 17riririris @ SE
The plants of Speckled Hound all died.

Pink Panther SEEEET © &
Speckled Hound 6vriririris © NC

Both varieties were very healthy. I harvested
30 Pink Panther fruits and 12 Speckled Hound
fruits. Their fruits looked good. I roasted a
Pink Panther fruit and it was delicious. The
rest of the fruits are in storage.

Pink Panther SEEEET © &
Speckled Hound 7vriririris © SC

I recommend both varieties. Both vatieties
germinated quickly. We harvested 22
Speckled Hound fruits and 17 Pink Panther
fruits, but by weight their yields were
comparable. Speckled Hound fruits were
beautifully colored and would be great for
soups ot baby food. Pink Panther fruits had a
nice pumpkin color and you can’t beat its
taste and texture. We did a taste test at work
and all four of us preferred Pink Panther.
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The fruits of
both varieties
were good for
decorating and
eating.

Best
kabocha
squash
varieties

Top choice
Delica

Strong

performers
Madonna
Pink Panther
Red Kuri
Speckled

Hound

Sunshine
Sweet Mama
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Prefer Speckled Hound

Pink Panther 6y © -
Speckled Hound 7iriririris ©

Pink Panther SErEir ® 1]
Speckled Hound 97riririris © SW

Speckled Hound produced more squash. The

) NC vines of both varieties developed mildew. SPeCk’ed

I preferred Speckled Hound because its fruits Hound fruits
had more vatiation in their color. Speckled .
Hound vines were healthier. Pink Panther Conclusions may have been
produced higher yields, and its fruits were The fruits of both varieties were good for prettier, but
more uniform in size and color. decorating and eating. More gardeners every gardener

preferred the appearance of Speckled Hound who expressed
Pink Panther ovririril; © & fruits, which were orange with green ataste
Speckled Hound 107 riririrss © SC splotches. However many gardeners also
Speckled Hound was extremely productive liked the uniformly shaped, blemish-free, preference
P]z?mé Panther did well, but pr(z]diced about. pink-orange fruits of Pink Panther. Every preferred the
10-15 fewer squash. The fruits of these two gardener who expressed‘ a taste preference taste of Pink
varieties look very different, but both are preferred the raste O,f Pm',é mel/?”', The Panther

. flavor of both varieties will likely improve -

very pretty and great for decorating! y mpre

after a month or two of storage. The yields
Pink Panther sdrdry ® and eatliness of these vatieties were similar.
Speckled Hound 81riririris © SW
I got much higher yields and bigger fruits
trom Speckled Hound. 1t tasted great. Pink
Panther fruits tasted slightly better but did not
grow nearly as well. Speckled Hound tasted
great too and had higher yields of bigger
fruit.

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers
E- Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)\. (ves or no) Garden type
Variety A '.'.'"".'.'"'..\© i{
Variety B T ® NC

NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Squash, Spaghetti

Varieties
Pinnacle

85 days. Medium-small fruits with a bright
yellow rind. Slightly sweet, nutty flavor.
Semi-bush vines produce high yields.

Primavera

93 days. Uniform, 3-pound fruits with
attractive, canary-yellow skin. Semi-bush
vines are productive.

Data

Gardeners at 21 sites submitted information.
Prima-

Trait Pinnacle vera  Same

Germinated best 11% 17% 72%

Healthier plants 11 17 72

Harvested earlier 40 33 27

Higher yields 25 44 31

More attractive fruits 13 6 81

Tasted better 7 7 87

Preference 44 56

Recommend 88 76

Mean score' 7.63 7.56

Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Pinnacle
ol © -4
sty © NE

Pinnacle produced the first fruits.

Pinnacle

Primavera

Pinnacle sirdrdriny © &
7irdririrt © SE
Pinnacle produced slightly more yield.
Powdery mildew developed on both varieties

Primavera

during late August.

Tirdrdnlrty ® B
cirirdrrty ® SE

I can’t say either variety impressed us.
Neither variety had large fruits. Both
varieties grew and produced nearly the same.
I thought Pinnacle had a slightly better taste
and my neighbor thought Primavera tasted a
little better.

Pinnacle

Primavera

sl ® F
Ry g g D) SE

Pinnacle
Primavera
Both varieties produced small fruits with

little flavor. Pinnacle produced a slightly
higher yield.

Pinnacle sirdrdrdny © B
oWTrodr ® NC
Pinnacle produced twice as many fruits. 1
liked the color and taste of Piunacle better.

Primavera

Pinnacle

ovrdrdrdrly © &
siririrdrs O SC

We had really good fruit from these plants.
Pinnacle produced a bit more fruit.

Primavera

Pinnacle 10fririnird © &
7irirdrlry ® NW
Pinnacle was ready to harvest several days

earlier. Pinnacle produced slightly higher

Primavera

yields.

Prefer Primavera
sirdrdrdny © &
ovrdrdrirly © MN

Primavera produced a few more fruits.

Pinnacle

Primavera

sirirdrdr © &
10¥rindrdrd © NC

Primavera had a consistent size and colot.

Pinnacle

Primavera

Pinnacle fruits were a bit white. Both varieties
were delicious. Pinnacle vines had powdery
mildew late in the season.
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Both varieties
performed well
this year just
as they have in
previous years.

]
Best
spaghetti
squash
varieties
Top choice

Primavera

Strong
performer
Pinnacle
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Prefer Primavera (continued)

Pinnacle Serdrir © -
NC

Primavera produced higher yields and tasted
better. Its flesh had a sweet, nutty flavor and
had a nice texture for spaghetti. The flesh
of Pinnacle had a buttery, lighter taste. Its
texture was a little mushy.

Primavera 7aEEi ©

Pinnacle owEHEET © @RI
Primavera 10AaaEs O SC
Primavera was very productive.

Pinnacle cHEELT © &
Primavera 10Aaaas © SwW

Primavera produced more fruit. Its fruits
were larger and deeper yellow than the fruits
of Pinnacle. Spaghetti squash was the only

Pinnacle iy © & squash I got a good yield from this season. .
Primavera gwrEEEny © SC o Pinnacle
Primavera germinated better, was healthier Plrhmacle 9 P © & ripened earlier
and produced more squash. The flesh of Primavera 107 " O SW at more sites.
Primavera was a little lighter to make a more Primavera was more productive. Primavera
‘spaghetti noodle’-looking dish. produced

No Preference . .

. s higher yields at
Pinnacle - Pinnacle gEHELT © @ more sites.
Primavera 108k © SC Primavera sininirirny © NC
We picked Pinnacle on September 18, one .

Weellz before Primavera. \X}/)e hatrvested about Both varieties performed the same.

60 squash of each vatiety. This amounted to .

150 pounds of Pinnacle and 192 pounds of Conclusions

Primavera. We preferred the larger size of Both varieties performed well this year just

Primavera. The fruits of both varieties were as they have in prevjous years. Their fruits

attractive, but we preferred the bright yellow  were uniform in shape, size and color.

color of Pinnacte. Pinnacle ripened eatlier at more sites.
Primavera produced higher yields at more
sites. Taste preferences were evenly split
among the varieties with neither variety
generating a lot of excitement for their
flavor or texture.

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota

east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast

% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE i’lCW= SI\TU::L Centtral
= Northwes
(1t0 10) N (j./es o-r '_w)\ G;r den type SW = Southwest
Variety A e © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Swiss Chard, Mixed Colors

Varieties
Bright Lights

55 days. A very populat, award-winning mix.
The colorful, slightly savoyed leaves have a
mild taste.

Celebration

55 days. Glossy green leaves with bright ribs.
Colors brighten over time. Each seed cluster
may produce plants of different colors.

Data

Gardeners at 27 sites submitted information.
Bright  Cele-

Trait Lights bration Same

Germinated best 46% 8%  46%

Healthier plants 46 4 50

Harvested eatlier 50 5 45

Higher yields 50 10 40

More attractive 42 13 46

Tasted better 30 4 65

Preference 74 26

Recommend (©) 92 64

Mean score! 8.92 7.42

Median score' 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Bright Lights
Bright Lights 107t © BE
Celebration 4l ® NE

Bright Lights germinated better and produced
more than Celebration. We liked the looks of
Bright Lights leaves, but Celebration leaves
tasted better.

Bright Lights
Celebration

10daarE O &
7HEEL © SE

The plants of both varieties looked nice and

tasted good. Bright Lights was better in all

respects.
Bright Lights MWL O 1]
Celebration 7THEEL © SE

Bright Lights grew back better after cutting.

Bright Lights
Celebration

odrirdnirnly © 1]
sEEEE © SE

Bright Lights germinated quicker and at a
higher rate. Celebration plants grew taller, had
nicer red plants, and looked more appealing.
Bright Lights tasted better but there was
nothing bad about the taste of Celebration.

Bright Lights
Celebration

10%draaw © &

oW © SE
Bright Lights leaves were more colorful.
Bright Lights sHEmET © &
Celebration AT © NC
Both varieties grew at a similar speed. The
plants were very attractive and had beautiful
stems. Flavor was the biggest difference
between the two vatieties. Bright Lights was
significantly less bitter, more tender and
more enjoyable.

Bright Lights
Celebration

1oFaEa®w © &
sirirdniry ® NC
Bright Lights had 100% germination
compared to 30% for Celebration. Bright
Lights produced higher yields and looked

more attractive.

Bright Lights 107 © 1]
Celebration oW

Bright Lights had more attractive colors.

Bright Lights
Celebration

1oFaaaw O &

SHEEELY © sC
Bright Lights produced a higher yield and was
better tasting.
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Bright Lights
was brilliant. It
outshone
Celebration in
all respects.

Best Swiss
chard
varieties

Top choice
Bright Lights

Strong

performers
Bali
Charbell
Lucullus
Peppermint
Ruby Red
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Prefer Bright Lights (continued)

Bright Lights 10 ®) i
Celebration 4 ® SC

Bright Lights had far better germination. It
was ready to harvest eatlier and produced
higher yields. It was so fun to try Swiss
chard! It produced all summer!

Bright Lights 7 © &
Celebration 2 ® SC

The plants of Bright Lights grew much

bigger and were more colorful.

Bright Lights 6 ® 1]
Celebration 5 ® NW

Both varieties did not grow well. Bright Lights
germinated better and was more attractive.

Bright Lights 10 © &
Celebration 6 © NW

The leaves of Celebration did not stay as
pristine as those of Bright Lights. Bright Lights
produced massive, multicolored leaves.
Bright Lights leaves had a more equal
distribution of colors. All Celebration leaves
had red/pink stems. Bright Lights leaves were
slightly less bitter in taste.

Bright Lights 10 © )
Celebration 9 © NW

Both varieties were beautiful; we really
enjoyed the flavor of them both. Bright
Lights had better color.

Bright Lights 9 © .y
Celebration 6 © NW

Bright Lights germinated great and produced
way better. Bright Lights brought on new
growth quickly after cutting, Celebration
plants were smaller but remained tender in
the summer heat. Bright Lights plants got a
bit harder/bitter in the heat.

Bright Lights 9 © &
Celebration 7 ® SW
Bright Lights had better taste and appearance.

Bright Lights 9 © &
Celebration 7 © SK

Both vatieties produced well to freeze up.
There was some bolting with Celebration.

Prefer Celebration

Bright Lights 8
Celebration 10

Celebration produced well overall.

© m
©

Bright Lights 8

© i
Celebration 9 ©

SE
The leaves of Celebration stayed a little
smaller so they were more tender and
manageable for cooking. Both varieties were

gotgeous.
Bright Lights 8 © &
Celebration 9 © NC

Both varieties were tasty and produced
another crop after cutting, The leaves of
Celebration were taller and fuller.

Bright Lights 7 ® 1]
Celebration 9 © NC
Celebration stalks were thinner, more vibrant

and more tender. Bright Lights had a higher
second yield.

Bright Lights 8 © &
Celebration 9 © SC

The stems of Celebration were widet,
providing more food with the harvest.

Bright Lights 9 © &
Celebration 10 ®) SwW

It was hard to tell any difference between
the varieties. Both grew well and had very

good taste.

No Preference

Bright Lights 8 © 1]
Celebration 8 ®) NC

These varieties were essentially the same.
Both varieties were going strong into
October!

Conclusions

Bright Lights was brilliant. It outshone
Celebration in all respects. Bright Lights
germinated better, grew faster and produced
a higher yield. Its leaves were more colorful.
Nearly all gardeners who expressed a taste
preference preferred the taste of Bright
Lights.
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Bright Lights
germinated
better, grew
faster and
produced a
higher yield. Its
leaves were
more colorful.
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Tomato, Bright Red Heirloom

Varieties

Crimson Sprinter

70 days. The earliest maturing tomato that
carries the “crimson gene,” which provides
high lycopene content and bright red color.
Mid-sized fruits have high acid content.
Semi-determinate vines. From Ontatio.

Wisconsin 55

77 days. Mid-sized fruits have rich flavor
and strong skin. The indeterminate vines are
productive, thrive under a wide range of
growing conditions and tolerate some
diseases. Developed in Wisconsin.

Data

Gardeners at 15 sites submitted information.

Crimson Wisc.

Trait Sprinter 55 Same
Germinated best 8%  42%  50%
Healthier plants 33 11 56
Harvested earlier 60 20 20
Higher yields 33 22 44
More attractive fruits 38 13 50
Tasted better 22 33 44
Preference 44 56
Recommend 70 80

Mean score' 7.20 7.20

Median score! 8.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Crimson Sprinter

10¥ririrird ©
girdrirdriy © NE

I first sowed on April 8, but the plants were
wiped out by wind. I sowed again on May 31
and both varieties produced ripe fruits. The
fruits of Crimson Sprinter were nicer looking

Crimson Sprinter
Wisconsin 55

and better tasting,

ofririrdrl: © &
7irdrdnir © NC

Crimson Sprinter
Wisconsin 55

I sowed the seeds indoors in April, but the
seedlings did not survive. So I sowed
outdoors in May. Though they were slow,
the plants of both varieties produced well.
Crimson Sprinter produced more tomatoes,
and its vines were sturdy.

ovrdrdrdrly ©
sirirdirdre © SC

Crimson Sprinter
Wisconsin 55

Both varieties were good tomatoes; however

the look and taste favored Crimson Sprinter.
Crimson Sprinter fruits were smoother and
had a nice shape. Wisconsin 55 fruits had a
tendency to crack near the stem. Crimson
Sprinter fruits had a better, sweeter taste.

Wisconsin 55 fruits were more acidic and had

more seeds. Wisconsin 55 produced the first
fruits a couple days eatlier than Crimson
Sprinter, but Crimson Sprinter caught up and
produced more.

siririnins © @
ittty ® SW

Wisconsin 55 did not germinate well; Crimson

Crimson Sprinter
Wisconsin 55

Sprinter had nearly twice as many seedlings.
Crimson Sprinter plants were healthier and
more productive. Both varieties suffered
from blossom end rot.
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Crimson
Sprinter got off
to a quick start
and produced
the first fruits.

Best fresh
market
tomato
varieties

Top choice
Mountain
Fresh Plus

Strong

performers
Celebrity Plus
Eatly Gitl
Goliath
Mountain

Merit

Red Deuce
Roadster
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Prefer Wisconsin 55

Crimson Sprinter 4
Wisconsin 55 9

® &
© NE
Seeds were sown indoors. Crimson Sprinter
seedlings were spindly while Wisconsin 55
seedlings were robust. Crimson Sprinter never
did thrive. Its plants were smaller and its
leaves stayed curled. Wisconsin 55 was easy
to grow; it was a prolific producer of juicy,
delicious fruits. Wisconsin 55 fruits tended to
split radially and somewhat deeply but not so
much that they were inedible. The fruits of
Crimson Sprinter held together very well with
only superficial concentric cracks. The
pleasant surprise was that neither variety had
problems with blight. The fruits of both
varieties tasted good, but Wisconsin 55 fruits
tasted better.

© @&
© SE

Both varieties struggled initially due to the

Crimson Sprinter 8
Wisconsin 55 9

late transplant date caused by wet conditions.
Eventually both varieties took off and had
very vigorous, hatdy plants. Crimson Sprinter
produced the first fruits; both varieties
produced excellent yields of great tasting
tomatoes. Their fruits were uniform with
good, deep-red color. They had few seeds
and worked great for canning, They did not
split or crack and were just beautiful fruits.

Crimson Sprinter 8 © |
Wisconsin 55 9 © SC

Wisconsin 55 had bigger fruits and higher
yields. Its fruits were less sweet and tasted
better. Crimson Sprinter vines were healthier,
grew faster and produced the first tomatoes.
Its tomatoes were sweeter and tasted very
good. We canned tomatoes of each variety
and had lots of BLTs.
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Crimson Sprinter 7
Wisconsin 55 8

© m
© SsC
Crimson Sprinter generally had smaller fruits
and they were very juicy. Wisconsin 55 fruits
were meatier with fewer seeds and a very

robust flavor. We harvested about 600 Most

tomatoes per 10 plants for each variety (a gardeners

total of 1,200 tomatoes on 20 plants)! At preferred

frost there were rrTorf.: szmmm 55 tomatoes Wisconsin 55.
left on the plants, indicating that they would . .

have kept producing. Crimson Sprinter had Wisconsin 55
some tomatoes left on the plants at frost, fruits were

but they were much smaller. larger and had

robust flavor.
Crimson Sprinter 5

Wisconsin 55 7

°m
© NW

Crimson Sprinter was eatlier, but its fruits
were quite small. I prefer Cannonball to
either of these varieties.

No Preference

Crimson Sprinter 4
Wisconsin 55 4

® m
® NE
The vines of these vatieties did not look
healthy all summer, although they did
produce fruits. Wisconsin 55 germinated
faster and produced the first fruits.

Conclusions

Gardeners were pleased with the health and
yields of both varieties. Most gardeners
preferred Wisconsin 55. Wisconsin 55 fruits
were larger and had robust flavor. Crimson
Sprinter got off to a quick start and
produced the first fruits.
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Tomato, Determinate Heirloom

Varieties

Manitoba

58 days. Bright red, firm, flavorful, 6-ounce
fruits ripen early. Vines are compact and
resist diseases. Developed in Manitoba.

Sheyenne

60 days. Crack-resistant fruits with smooth
shoulders and full flavor. Vigorous, drought-
tolerant, compact vines. Developed at North
Dakota State University.

Data

Gardeners at 75 sites submitted information.
Mani-

Trait toba Sheyenne Same

Germinated best 44% 7% 49%

Healthier plants 41 13 46

Harvested eatlier 58 26 17

Higher yields 49 21 30

More attractive fruits 35 26 39

Tasted better 38 11 52

Preference 68 32

Recommend 65 57

Mean score! 7.10 6.46

Median score' 8.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Manitoba
Manitoba 3y ® &
Sheyenne 2T ® MN

The vines of both varieties got some kind
of blight. I had to pick the tomatoes while
they were rose-gold and let them ripen
inside; otherwise they would go bad/rot
outside. Manitoba produced more tomatoes.

Manitoba 10¥rindnird © &

Sheyenne sirdrdrdr’y © MN

Manitoba produced better.

Manitoba sirdrdrdry © 1]

7iririrint © MN
These varieties were very similar. Manitoba
produced a higher yield.

Sheyenne

sirirdrdrs O -

Manitoba

Sheyenne clrdrdrir ® MN

Manitoba plants were healthier and more
productive.

gtriririr © 1]
Strintniy ® NE

Manitoba vines wete healthier, produced

Manitoba
Sheyenne

earlier and produced more tomatoes.
Sheyenne vines didn’t do well.

Manitoba
Sheyenne

3innrt @ 1]
28ty ® NE
Sheyenne produced larger fruits but the total
yields of these varieties were similar. Both
vatieties were disease prone (much more so
than other varieties I grew). Manitoba fruits
had slightly better flavor, but the taste of
both varieties was disappointing. I would not
grow cither again.

gtriririr © &
Strindniy ® SE

Seeds were sown late [May 1]. Manitoba
grew more vigorously. Sheyenne vines seemed
spindly. Manitoba ripened first, around
September 1. Sheyenne ripened 3 weeks later
and produced a lower yield. Manitoba
produced about twice the yield although its
fruits were smaller. One Manitoba vine

Manitoba
Sheyenne

produced a dozen tomatoes. For slicing, we
preferred Manitoba over Big Boy tomatoes
due to its sweeter flavor. This was our first
time growing a determinate tomato. I would
plant Manitoba again. It was easier to manage
versus the constant pruning needed for an
indeterminate tomato.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Most
gardeners
preferred
Manitoba. Its
vines were
healthier,
produced
earlier and
produced more
tomatoes.

Best fresh
market
tomato
varieties

Top choice
Mountain
Fresh Plus

Strong

performers
Celebrity Plus
Eatly Gitl
Goliath
Mountain

Merit

Red Deuce
Roadster
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Prefer Manitoba (continued)

Manitoba 7 © 1]
Sheyenne 5 ® SE

Manitoba produced more fruit.

Manitoba 9 © 1]
Sheyenne 7 ®

Manitoba germinated at a rate of 100%
compared to 80% for Sheyenne. Neither
variety suffered from any diseases. Both
were high producers for their small plants.
Harvesting began on August 3. Manitoba
produced 3 pounds on August 6 and 19
pounds on August 23. Sheyenne produced 2
pounds on August 6 and 12 pounds on
August 23. Manitoba fruits stayed on the
vine until ripe. About one-third of Sheyenne
fruits fell off the vine before reddening. The
fruits of both varieties tasted good.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 5 © SE

The seedlings of Manitoba showed a greater
tolerance to cool weather in spring. Manitoba
plants were healthier and produced a long
time before Sheyenne plants produced
anything, Manitoba produced a higher yield
overall. The tomatoes of these varieties had
a similar taste.

Manitoba 10 © 1]
Sheyenne 5 ® SE

Manitoba had healthier plants from the start.
It produced earlier and higher yields. Sheyenne
ended up okay at the end. The tomatoes of
both varieties were small and tasted good.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 7 © SE

Sheyenne produced the first ripe tomatoes,
the first one harvested on August 7.
Manitoba produced more attractive and
slightly larger fruits. Manitoba fruits had
fewer cracks.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 7 © SE

Quite a few of the tomatoes of both
varieties were somewhat misshapen, but it
didn’t affect the flavor. Manitoba fruits were
slightly better tasting.

Manitoba 4 ® &
Sheyenne 3 ® SE

Sheyenne had many cracks in the fruits.
Sheyenne plants were very sick by August 14.
Manitoba was slightly better. Most of our
other tomato varieties, including Early Do/,
were much healthier.

Manitoba 8 © 1]
Sheyenne 6 © SE

Both varieties grew well in large containers Both varieties
with east morning sun. Manitoba had better had compact
taste and yield.

plants yet
Manitoba 8 © | produced good
Sheyenne 6 ® SE yields.

Manitoba vines didn’t grow as fast or as tall,
but looked healthier. Sheyenne produced the
first fruits and had a higher yield. Manitoba
had better looking fruit with skin that
resisted rot and splitting better. Manitoba
tasted slightly better. Sheyenne fruits did not
look that appetizing but did not taste bad.

Manitoba 10 © &
Sheyenne 2 ® SE

All Sheyenne plants had blight and did not
produce any fruits.

Manitoba 4 © 1]
Sheyenne 2 ® SE

Sheyenne produced earlier. Its plants were
very small and produced only a small
amount of fruits. Manitoba plants were
larger and produced more fruits, but its yield
was small compared to the yields of my
other varieties.

Manitoba 10 © &
Sheyenne 8 © NC

Both varieties germinated at 100%.
Manitoba plants were very strong and stayed
healthy until frost. Its vines produced a
more consistent yield. Its fruits were larger,
more consistent in size, well-shaped and had
a sweeter, full tomato taste. Sheyenne
produced tomatoes 1 week eatlier.

Manitoba 10 © 1]
Sheyenne 9 ® NC

Both varieties were good. Manitoba tasted a
little better and meatier.
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Prefer Manitoba (continued)

Manitoba 9 © &
Sheyenne 5 ® NC

Manitoba had overall better quality of fruit,
grew faster and was more hardy.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 7 ® NC

Manitoba had healthier vines and ripened
eatlier. I shared seedlings with other
gardeners, and they also had great results.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 4 ® NC

Manitoba was a heartier plant for me. I am a
ruthless gardener and do not have much
time to baby the garden. I'm watering
throughout the week, but it’s inconsistent. If
I leave for a 4-day weckend, they are on
their own. Manitoba withstood the abuse
much better than Sheyenne.

Manitoba 9 © 1]
Sheyenne 8 © NC

Manitoba had better germination. Our very
wet tomato growing season was not
beneficial to any of the tomatoes I grew this
season. Therefore, I think conditions
affected tomato production greatly. The
plants planted in the garden did much better
than those planted in containers. Both had
disease problems at the end of the season.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 6 © NC

Both varieties tasted good, but Manitoba
tasted better.

Manitoba 10 © 1]
Sheyenne 9 © NC

Manitoba produced more fruits. Its fruits
looked more attractive.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 5 © NC

Manitoba plants were more productive and
easier to maintain.

Manitoba 7 © 1]
Sheyenne 5 ® SC

Manitoba germinated better and held up to
the weather bettet.

Manitoba 5 © =
Sheyenne 4 © SC

Both varieties produced smaller fruit than I
was expecting. Their plants were well
formed and the tomatoes were visible. 1
prefer these varieties over the Mountain
series.

Manitoba 8 © )
Sheyenne 7 © SC

Manitoba had taller plants. Its first tomatoes
ripened on August 5. Manitoba tomatoes
were a little larger, more variable in size and
tasted better. Sheyenne tomatoes had a more
consistent size. Both varieties produced
amazing yields. They had at least two dozen
fruits per plant! As of today [October 7],
they are still producing tomatoes!

Manitoba 8 ® -
Sheyenne 7 ® SC

Manitoba vines produced fruits 1 week

eatlier. The fruits of both vatieties took a
long time to turn red. When they did turn
red, they were often rotten. The fruits did
not have great flavor but made okay juice.

Manitoba 2 ® &
Sheyenne 1 ® SC

Manitoba germinated better, grew faster,
transplanted better and produced fruit
sooner, as well as produced more fruit. That
being said, neither variety produced many
tomatoes at all (about one fruit per plant).
Neither variety tasted good to me. I don’t
know if it was a bad year for tomatoes as
my other tomatoes did not produce well this
year compared to previous years.

Manitoba 8 © 1]
Sheyenne 6 © SC

Manitoba was always slightly better and
ahead of Sheyenne. 1 liked that its plants were
compact. Both varieties were lacking great,

fresh tomato taste and flavor; they tasted
kind of blah.
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More
gardeners

preferred the

taste of

Manitoba, but

some

gardeners felt
both varieties

lacked rich
flavor.
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Prefer Manitoba (continued)

Manitoba 8 © 1]
Sheyenne 6 ® SC

Manitoba plants grew a bit better and
produced a few more fruits. Manitoba fruits
were more attractive and tasted better.

Manitoba 5 ® &
Sheyenne 4 ® SC

The plants of both varieties grew slowly and
were small. Manitoba fruits were bigger and
better tasting compared to those of Sheyenne.
I bought Big Boy plants from a nursery, and
they grew much larger and had many more
fruits.

Manitoba 6 © &
Sheyenne 5 © SC

Manitoba produced the first ripe tomatoes.
Sheyenne tomatoes were slightly bigger. We
were unable to tell the difference in the taste
of these varieties. The first fruits of
Manitoba had blossom end rot.

Manitoba 8 © &
Sheyenne 7 © SC

Manitoba produced more. Manitoba tomatoes
had more juice to them but Sheyenne fruits
were a little bigger.

Manitoba 9 © )
Sheyenne 8 © SC

Both varieties produced high yields, and 1
was very pleased with the results. Their fruit
were smaller than other tomatoes I’'ve grown
but I was happy with them. Manitoba had
better germination.

Manitoba 10 © 1]
Sheyenne 9 © NW

Manitoba and Sheyenne had germination rates
of 100% and 90%, respectively. I grew a
bumper crop; the best crop I have grown in
years. The tomatoes had great taste as well.
Manitoba vines produced first. Sheyenne fruits
looked bettet.

Manitoba 9 © &
Sheyenne 8 © NW
Both varieties produced fruits that were
firm and small to medium in size. Manitoba
fruits tasted slightly better and its plants
were hardy.

Manitoba 8 © 1]
Sheyenne 5 ® SW

Both varieties germinated at about a 50%

rate. Manitoba stalks were bigger and thicker.

Manitoba produced about 25% more yield.
Its fruits were bigger and had better flavor.
Fruits of both varieties were beautiful with
no cracks, spots or diseases. Sheyenne
produced 4 days earlier and its tomatoes
were not as sweet.

Manitoba 10 © 1]
Sheyenne 9 © SW

These varieties have shorter plants than
what I am used to for tomatoes. The plants
were short and compact. Manitoba fruits
tasted better. This trial was grown in a hoop
house under a motre controlled environment
and consistent watering;

Manitoba 10 © )
Sheyenne 9 © SW

Manitoba vines were sturdier and produced
tomatoes eatlier. Manitoba tomatoes were a

little bigger.

Manitoba 10 © 1]
Sheyenne 9 © SW

They were both good; the Manitoba had
better, more complex flavor. The fruits of
both varieties were free of disease and
matured fairly early. The plants of both
varieties grew well and were not too big;

Manitoba 9 © 1]
Sheyenne 7 ® SD

Manitoba outperformed Sheyenne. Manitoba
produced twice the amount of tomatoes. Its
vines were super producers with medium-
sized tomatoes with good flavor. Both had
good flavor but Manitoba was such a strong
performer for me. I would plant Manitoba
again as it was early to produce fruit.
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Gardeners who
grew modern
tomato
varieties
nearby this
trial found that
these
heirlooms were
more prone to
disease and
produced lower
yields.
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Prefer Sheyenne

Manitoba 4 ® &
Sheyenne 5 ® MN

Sheyenne produced the first tomatoes. The
plants of both varieties stayed small and
some did not even get a tomato on. Awmish
FPaste and Beefsteak were grown nearby and
produced well.

Manitoba 6 ® 1]
Sheyenne 9 © MN

Sheyenne had more and larger tomatoes.

Manitoba 6 ® &
Sheyenne 8 © MN

Sheyenne fruits were larger, more attractive
and tasted better. Its vines were healthier.
Some of the Manitoba fruits had yellow
shoulders and were not used.

Manitoba 6 ® -
Sheyenne 9 © NE

Sheyenne produced higher yields and tasted
better than Manitoba.

Manitoba 7 ® &
Sheyenne 10 © SE

The weather conditions beginning of the
spring were very wet and cold. I believe this
made the tomatoes take longer to ripen.
These varieties set fruit and ripened before
my other tomatoes, even though they were
started later. The tomatoes tasted amazing
and I will be growing them again next year!
Manitoba suffered from blossom end rot but
Sheyenne did not.

Manitoba 6 ® &
Sheyenne 7 © SE

Manitoba was a better plant for most of the
season and produced the first fruits. Then
Manitoba became susceptible to blight; this
makes Manitoba a no go.

Manitoba 9 © -
©

Sheyenne 10 SE

Sheyenne tasted better.

Manitoba 2 ® 1]
Sheyenne 8 © SE

Sheyenne produced the first ripe tomatoes but
not until August 29. Sheyenne fruits were
perfectly shaped and had a nice size.
Manitoba vines got diseased, produced later
and yielded poorly.

Manitoba 5 ® 1]
Sheyenne 8 © SE

Sheyenne vines grew slowly at first but
finished strong. Sheyenne produced the first
tomatoes and a higher yield overall.

Manitoba 6 © &
Sheyenne 8 © NC

Sheyenne had a higher yield. Its tomatoes had
the size of a tennis ball and were easier to
blanch.

Manitoba 5 ® 1]
Sheyenne 7 © NC

The fruits seemed to develop late for both
vatieties, perhaps because of the cooler
summer. The fruits of both varieties were
uniform in shape. Sheyenne produced more
fruits, and its fruits had better taste and
texture.

Manitoba 8 ® 1]
Sheyenne 10 © SC

Both varieties wete crazy producers! The
fruits were coming out my ears! Manitoba
producer eatlier and Sheyenne produced
higher yield. I liked the Sheyenne vines a little
better, and Sheyenne fruits were a little larger.

Manitoba 8 © 1]
Sheyenne 10 © SC

Manitoba came up first and had an almost
100% germination rate. Both varieties grew
vigorously. Manitoba produced first, but
several of its eatly tomatoes rotted on the
vine. Sheyenne suffered less from this rot and
its fruits were more uniform in shape. The
fruits of both varieties were very tasty. This
was an amazing yeat for tomatoes! We gave
bushels away, and ate and processed many.
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Sheyenne did
not excel in
any measured
trait and
received fairly
low ratings
overall.
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Prefer Sheyenne (continued)

Manitoba SEHELLT © &
Sheyenne CHEELT © SC
Both varieties had healthy plants but did not
yield many tomatoes. The fruits were smaller
than I thought they would be, and I did not
care for that. There was no blossom end rot.
Sheyenne fruits were more flavorful, but the
tlavor was just okay.

Manitoba SWEliy ® &
Sheyenne (AT ® SC
I believe there are so many great tomato
varieties out there that would beat these
vatieties hands down. Sheyenne fruits tasted
better than Manitoba fruits.

Manitoba 7THEEL © &
sEEEEy O SC
Sheyenne germinated at 100% compared to
56% fotr Manitoba. Manitoba had healthier

plants. Sheyenne fruits were more attractive.

Sheyenne

Manitoba 2% ® &
Sheyenne AMELTHE O NW
Manitoba germinated better. I had to replant
Sheyenne as its first plants died. Manitoba
produced earlier and more fruits, but over
half of its fruits had blossom end rot. The
flavor of both varieties was bland.

Manitoba SHEEELT © &
Sheyenne 10AaaEE © NW
Sheyenne did better overall. It had taller vines
and produced more fruit.

Manitoba sEEEEi © [EE
Sheyenne ofrirdnirly © SW

Sheyenne tomatoes ripened first and were
more attractive.

Manitoba 7TEHEELg © &
Sheyenne IWrErErEL © SW
Sheyenne plants seemed hardier and produced
more fruit.

Manitoba 4ErEe © 1]
Sheyenne 7TEEELg © SD
Sheyenne was overall a more robust and

healthy plant. It produced earlier and higher
yields.

No Preference
Manitoba AMrEinTe ® &
Sheyenne 4ErEe © NE

These varieties had very short plants and
their leaves turned brown soon. They didn’t
produce much. All my other tomato plants
were healthy.

Manitoba SHELLT ® 1]
Sheyenne Sy ® SC

Both varieties produced lush bushes with
lots of tomatoes. Then they got blight. All
the leaves had it. The tomatoes stayed small
(tennis balls) and had tough skins. Neither
variety had much flavor. My Dakota Sport
being indeterminate made it through the
blight. It was a wet year.

Manitoba SHELLT ® 1]
Sheyenne Sy ® SD

I really didn’t like either variety. Their
tomatoes were very small. I did have some
hail in early July, which damaged some of
the plants.

Conclusions

Both varieties had compact plants yet
produced good yields. Most gardeners
preferred Manitoba. Its vines were healthier,
produced earlier and produced more
tomatoes. Sheyenne did not excel in any
measured trait and received fairly low
ratings overall. More gardeners preferred
the taste of Manitoba, but some gardeners
felt both varieties lacked rich flavor.
Gardeners who grew modern tomato
vatieties nearby this trial found that these
heirlooms were more prone to disease and
produced lower yields. Gardeners mentioned
the fruits of both varieties suffered from
cracking and rotting on the vine; this was
especially true for Sheyenne. Manitoba fruits
may have resisted splitting, but they
appeared to be more susceptible to blossom
end rot.
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Gardeners
mentioned the
fruits of both
varieties
suffered from
cracking and
rotting on the
vine; this was
especially true
for Sheyenne.
Manitoba fruits
may have
resisted
splitting, but
they appeared
to be more
susceptible to
blossom end
rot.
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Tomato, Small Fruit

Varieties

Juliet

60 days. Oval fruits have rich flavor for
salads, salsa and pasta sauce. Fruits resist
cracking, Indeterminate vines resist diseases.
An All-America Selections winner.

Red Torch

65 days. Red fruits with dramatic bronze
stripes. Fruits resist cracking, Indeterminate
vines are productive and resist diseases. An
All-America Selections winnet.

Data

Gardeners at 22 sites submitted information.
Red

Trait Juliet  Torch Same

Germinated best 21% 16% 63%

Healthier plants 18 24 59

Harvested eatlier 53 29 18

Higher yields 41 18 41

More attractive fruits 18 53 29

Tasted better 41 47 12

Preference 56 44

Recommend 47 65

Mean score' 7.47 7.71

Median score! 7.00 9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Juliet
Juliet cCEEETE O &
Red Torch Strdrdring ® SE

Due to the wet and coolet temps of spring/
early summer, they were delayed in
producing fruit. The flavors of both
varieties of tomatoes were sub-par; rather
bland. The skin of Ju/iet was not a tough as
the skin of Red Torch.

Juliet 7THERi © &
Red Torch SWHENT ® SE

Juliet fruits were better tasting and more
attractive.

Juliet
Red Torch

More Juliet plants grew and produced fruits.
The fruits of these varieties tasted the same.

107rdrdridrd © &
omrEaEl © SE

Juliet 1oEEEaw © &
Red Torch sWriririric © SC
Both varieties had 100% germination. Ju/iet
vines produced tomatoes 1 week earlier and
produced more tomatoes overall. Juliet fruits
were larger, plumper and had a more sweet
taste. Red Torch fruits had a more basic
tomato taste.

Juliet THEEEL © 1]
Red Totrch AMWLTHE O SC
Juliet grew faster. It produced the first fruits
and mote fruits. Tastewise, Red Torch was my
favorite. If I had liked the taste of Juliet
even a little, it would be rated a2 9 or 10.
While I really liked Red Torch for eating, it
didn’t produce enough for me.

Juliet 0% © -
Red Torch odrinirirl; © SC

The vines of these varieties did not suffer
diseases like nearby plants. The first fruits
of Juliet were picked on August 1; the first
fruits of Red Torch were picked August 13.
We had extremely high yields. The fruits of
both varieties were attractive. Red Torch
fruits looked unique with its flame-looking
stripes. Juliet fruits were redder, smooth and
clean looking. Fruits of both varieties were
extremely sweet and had great flavor! The
flesh of Juliet was a little firmer and it was
easier to tell when Juljet fruits were ripe.
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Yields of both
varieties were
prolific. Juliet
produced
tomatoes
earlier and
produced more
tomatoes
overall.

Best small-
fruited
tomato
varieties

Top choice
Sungold

Strong
performers
Fargo Yellow
Pear
Juliet
Red Torch
SunSugar
Supersweet

100
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Prefer Juliet (continued)

Juliet 10 ®) i
Red Torch 8 ®) SW

I loved the look of Red Torch, but my family
and I far preferred the taste and texture of
Juliet. Both varieties had excellent yields and
healthy plants.

Juliet 10 © &
Red Torch 9 © SW

Juliet produced more tomatoes and its
tomatoes tasted better. I will be growing
both varieties every year. They ate great for
drying and using for snacks or sundried.

Juliet 5 ® 1]
Red Torch 4 ® SD

I did not really care for these varieties. They
were tough skinned; not juicy or sweet. Red
Torch was not very good tasting at all. ’'m
sorty to be so negative about these
tomatoes. The plants were very prolific.

Prefer Red Torch
Juliet 9 © 1]
Red Torch 10 © MN

Both varieties had a bit of eatly blight even
with straw mulch and drip irrigation at the
base. Despite the blight, they produced
wonderfully. The taste and appearance of
Red Torch were far superior compared to
Juliet. Red Torch had gorgeous fruits with
excellent taste. Juliet is extremely prolific and
always a good staple.

Juliet 5 ® @
Red Torch 7 © MN

Red Torch was a unique tomato. I preferred it
because of its orange and red stripes. It had
better flavor although I thought the fruit of
both varieties were a little tasteless. Juliet
produced eatlier and slightly more tomatoes,
but its fruits were a little smaller.

Juliet 8 ® 1]
Red Torch 10 ®) SE
Red Torch fruits tasted sweet and looked cute

with their stripes. Red Toreh vines produced a
lot of fruits.

Juliet 3 ® i
Red Torch 9 © SC

Red Torch plants were healthier. I liked the
striped coloring on Red Torch tomatoes, and
its tomatoes were more flavorful. Juliet
struggled with blossom end rot all season
while Red Torch only had it on the first few
tomatoes.

Juliet 7 ® &
Red Torch 10 © NW

Red Torch had healthier, bigger plants. Its

fruits were tastier compared to Juliet.

Juliet 8 ® 1]
Red Torch 10 © SW

Their plants were huge and had lots of fruit.
Juliet was first to ripen but Red Torch
produced more. I loved the coloring of Red
Torch tomatoes. The fruits of both varieties
tasted good, but Red Torch fruits were larger
and tasted better.

Juliet 7 ® @
Red Torch 9 © SW

Red Torch had prettier fruits. Its fruits had a
sweeter, better taste. Juliet ripened eatlier and
was mote productive. Juliet tasted like Roma
and would be good for processing; great
roasted.

No Preference

Juliet 5 ® &
Red Torch 5 ® NE

The fruits were very pretty, especially Red
Torch fruits. But the fruits didn’t taste as
good as they looked.

Conclusions

Yields of both varieties were prolific. Juliet
produced tomatoes earlier and produced
more tomatoes overall. Gardeners were
excited by the flame-looking stripes on Red
Torch fruits. Gardeners were split on their
taste preferences. Some gardeners were
expecting juicier, sweeter fruits. Ju/iet, in
particular, may have tasted more like a
canning tomato than a cherry tomato; some
gardeners liked that; some did not. Fruits of
both varieties were firm and resisted
cracking.
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Gardeners
were excited
by the flame-
looking stripes
on Red Torch
fruits.
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Watermelon, Red

Varieties

Jamboree

88 days. Long, 25-pound melons with bright
red, delicious flesh. Grows well in cooler
climates.

Sweet Dakota Rose

85 days. Sweet flesh with few seeds.
Developed in North Dakota. Melons grow
15 pounds. Reliable.

Data

Gardeners at 40 sites submitted information.
Swt D.

Trait Jamboree Rose  Same

Germinated best 28% 14% 58%

Healthier plants 21 33 45

Matured earlier 23 65 12

Higher yields 31 46 23

More attractive fruits 37 30 33

Tasted better 30 61 9

Preference 21 79

Recommend (©) 52 72

Mean score! 5.76  6.59

Median score' 7.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Jamboree

Jamboree ST
Sweet Dakota Rose 471ririi

°m
® SE
Both varieties were very sweet and good to
eat. Jamboree melons were better tasting and
more attractive. Jamboree had a more
traditional, oblong fruit that ranged from
10-20 pounds in weight. Sweet Dakota Rose
had much smaller, rounder fruits weighing
5-8 pounds. Jamboree produced mote fruits.

|

Jamboree SHrErErY
Sweet Dakota Rose 47150

© &
® NW
Seeds were directly sown in the garden right
before the cold rains in June, and plants of
both varieties were stunted. The location of
the trial had afternoon shade and Sweer
Dartkota Rose did not do well in that spot. In
hindsight I would move the trial to full sun.

Jamboree
Sweet Dakota Rose 61riris

1ondaEaw © @
© SwW

Both varieties grew well and had high
production, but the size and flavor of
Jamboree made it a clear winner. I picked
multiple melons over 20 pounds from
Jamboree. The Jamboree vines were healthier
and more vigorous at first, but the vines of
Sweet Dafkota Rose caught up later in the
summer. Sweet Dakota Rose melons averaged
about half the size of Jamboree melons.

Jamboree 1owdEae ©O s
Sweet Dakota Rose 9iriririris © SW

We have a melon patch every year and it is
located about 250 yards away from the
garden. It seems the soil there must be well
suited for melons because we get quite a few
melons and this year was no different
despite the heat and drought (I think melons
prefer some heat). Sweer Dakota Rose is not
new to us and it is one of our all-time
favorites, but Jamboree knocked it out of the
park. Jamboree outperformed Sweet Dakota
Rose in all things except for its later maturity.
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Gardeners
liked the larger
size and
classic, oblong
shape of
Jamboree
melons.

|
Best
red
watermelon
varieties

Top choice
Sweet Dakota
Rose

Strong

performers
Sangria
Stargazer
Sugar Baby
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Prefer Jamboree (continued)

® &
® SW

Jamboree produced one melon. Sweet Dakota

Jamboree 3
Sweet Dakota Rose 1

Rose never set fruit.

© &
® SK

Sweet Dafkota Rose didn’t germinate as well.

Jamboree 8
Sweet Dakota Rose 5

The summer was hot and dry, but the trial
still would have done better with more time
[trial was sown June 10]. An earlier start
might have changed the outcome but there
was still over 90 days before frost. We
harvested only very small melons before
first frost. Jamboree melons seemed to
sweeten up after they were stored for a bit.

Prefer Sweet Dakota Rose

SN
© MN
Neither variety had great germination—only
about 25% of seeds germinated. Jamboree
wasn’t fully ripe until October 22. This is
fine for a mild fall but risky in most years
(if seeds are sown directly into the soil vs.
started indoors). The flavor of Sweer Dakota
Rose was sweet and refreshing—perhaps the
best watermelon I’ve ever had!

Jamboree 8
Sweet Dakota Rose 9

Jamboree 8 © -
Sweet Dakota Rose 9 © NE

Both varieties produced light-green melons
with green stripes. Jamboree melons were oval
in shape and bright red inside. Sweet Dakota
Rose melons were round and pink to light
red inside. Their flesh was similar in textute,
but Sweet Dakota Rose was sweeter and had
fewer seeds.

Jamboree 8 © &
Sweet Dakota Rose 10 © SE
Sweet Dakota Rose was easy to grow and

tasted great. Sweet Dakota Rose vines were
healthier and produced a higher yield.

® &
© SE
The vines bloomed all summer but did not
set melons until late August. Sweet Dakota
Rose produced two small melons but they did
not ripen.

Jamboree 1
Sweet Dakota Rose 2

® |
© SE
Both varieties had 100% germination. Sweer
Datkota Rose plants were healthier. The first
Sweet Dakota Rose melon was harvested first
on August 31, 2 days before the first melon
of Jamboree. Sweet Dakota Rose produced 9
fruits; a total of 115.5 pounds; an average
of 12.8 pounds per fruit. Jamboree produced
8 fruits; a total of 81.3 pounds; an average
of 10.2 pounds per fruit. My wife and 1
preferred Jamboree over Sweet Dakota Rose for

Jamboree 7
Sweet Dakota Rose 8

taste.
Jamboree 1 ® @
Sweet Dakota Rose 2 © SE

This was a very poor year for watermelon.
Neither variety did well. Sweer Dakota Rose
did well in past years.

Jamboree 7 © |
Sweet Dakota Rose 9 © SE
The melons of Sweet Dakota Rose had a

sweeter taste and fewer seeds. Jamboree

produced a higher yield.

©m
© SE

The melons of both varieties were full of
seeds, but Sweer Dakota Rose tasted better.

Jamboree 6
Sweet Dakota Rose 7

© @
© NC
Sweet Dafkota Rose produced a few more
melons and its melons tasted better.

Jamboree 7
Sweet Dakota Rose 8

® @
N NC
Our germination was poor on both varieties
and it seemed like it took a long time to get
a ripe melon. We picked a couple of not

Jamboree 7
Sweet Dakota Rose 8

very ripe ones. The melons of Sweet Dakota
Rose were riper and the kids thought they
had less seeds.
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The cool, wet
spring delayed
germination
and slowed the
growth of both

varieties.
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Prefer Sweet Dakota Rose
(continued)

Jamboree 6
Sweet Dakota Rose 9

© %
© sC

Sweet Dakota Rose melons had sweetert,
redder flesh. We shared the watermelon with
many friends and they all loved Sweer Dakota
Rose. Some said it was the sweetest melon
they have ever eaten. Some were surprised
that watermelons could grow in North
Dakota.

Jamboree 1
Sweet Dakota Rose 2

® m
® sC
The plants did not grow much during the
cooler weather in early summer. Sweet
Datkota Rose set twice as many fruits but no
fruits of ecither variety ripened before frost.

Jamboree 1
Sweet Dakota Rose 2

® &
® SC
The seeds germinated well, but the plants
were very slow to flower. It was the end of
July before fruit were set. Both varieties did
very poorly this year. The vines looked
healthy but produced only five melons in
total. Only one watermelon reached
maturity and it was Swees Dakota Rose.

Jamboree 9 © &
Sweet Dakota Rose 10 © SC

Both varieties produced a similar amount of
melons. Yields were 290 pounds for Jamboree
compared to 220 pounds for Sweet Dakota
Rose. Sweet Dafkota Rose ripened slightly
earlier. Sweet Dakota Rose melons were round,
smaller and had a brighter green appearance.
Its melons were a little sweeter with a little
thinner rind and a few less seeds. Both
varieties had good flavor.

Jamboree 1
Sweet Dakota Rose 2

©m
® sC
The vines were healthy but did not set fruits
until late August. Sweet Dakota Rose produced
the only ripe melon. I do not recommend
either variety.
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Jamboree 7 ® &
Sweet Dakota Rose 10 © SC

Sweet Dafkota Rose watermelons were the
biggest watermelons we have ever grown.
They were beautiful and large with deep-red
flesh; gorgeous. 1 will definitely be growing
Sweet Dafkota Rose again.

® &
© SsC
Jamboree definitely germinated better. We
ended up reseeding Sweer Dakota Rose twice.
Once Sweet Dakota Rose seedlings started to
grow they took off and never looked back!
Sweet Dakota Rose outyielded Jamboree in the
number and size of melons. The Sweer

Jamboree 5
Sweet Dakota Rose 8

Sweet Dakota
Rose was
impressive
again this year.
It produced the
first melons
and had higher
yields than
Jamboree at
more sites.

Dakota Rose melons were beautiful, sweet,
and full of flavor and seeds. The melons
were green striped and reminded me of the
watermelons we had when I was a kid.

©m
© sC

I honestly do not know why it was such a

Jamboree 1
Sweet Dakota Rose 8

rough year for our watermelon. All the
other rows in this area of the garden did
quite well. No watermelon got to volleyball
size. Sweet Dakota Rose melons ripened earlier
and they were tasty. Jamboree produced only
one melon.

® &
© sW

Jamboree 5
Sweet Dakota Rose 8

Sweet Dakota Rose melons were bigger,
looked very appealing, and tasted better
hands down. Jamboree vines seemed to
struggle.

°m
© SW
Jamboree germinated at a rate of 100%
compared to 60% for Sweet Dakota Rose.
Sweet Dakota Rose melons were rounder and

Jamboree 6
Sweet Dakota Rose 7

more attractive; they weighed up to 17
pounds. Jamboree melons were more
elongated in shape. Sweet Dakota Rose melons
tasted better.
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Prefer Sweet Dakota Rose
(continued)

sy ©
i © SD
This year was not a great one for growing
melons. We had very little snow last winter
and I am doing no-till. The ground was so
hard and dry. Melons were slow to take off.
Both varieties produced good melons. Sweez
Dafkota Rose tasted better.

Jamboree
Sweet Dakota Rose 971ririn

O B
i © SD
Sweet Dafkota Rose produced the most fruit
and had larger melons, which were very
sweet. Sweet Dakota Rose was an excellent
choice for productivity and taste.

Jamboree 5
Sweet Dakota Rose 97ririr

°m
© SD

This is the first year I produced any eating
melons. Sweet Dakota Rose was very sweet.

Jamboree SHHT
Sweet Dakota Rose GTriris

Conclusions

Sweet Dakota Rose was impressive again this
year. It produced the first melons and had
higher yields than Jamboree at more sites.
Both varieties produced tasty melons, but
the melons of Sweet Dakota Rose were
especially sweet, flavorful and crisp.
Gardeners liked the larger size and classic,
oblong shape of Jamboree melons. The cool,
wet weather in spring delayed the
germination and growth of both varieties.

Both varieties
produced tasty
melons, but the
melons of
Sweet Dakota
Rose were
especially
sweet, flavorful
and crisp.

Key to Site Reports

(reports are presented from

B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety

X Comments

Garden types
i = Organic

east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers
E- Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)\. (yes or no) Garden type
Variety A A .\'© i{
Variety B T ® NC

Locations

MN = Minnesota
NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast
NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Watermelon, Red Seedless

Varieties
Dark Knight

80 days. Fifteen-pound melons have a very
dark rind and sweet, dark red flesh.

Sweet Dawn

74 days. Eighteen-pound melons have a
striped rind. Flavorful flesh. Ripens eatly.
High yields.

Data

Gardeners at 20 sites submitted information.
Dark  Sweet

Trait Knight Dawn Same

Germinated best 31% 31% 38%

Healthier plants 22 11 67

Matured earlier 38 63 0

Higher yields 38 38 25

More attractive fruits 13 38 50

Tasted better 13 50 38

Preference 22 78

Recommend (©) 44 67

Mean score' 6.67 7.11

Median score! 7.00  8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Dark Knight

griririry ® 1]
7inininlrt ® SC
Both varieties were hard to get started; poor
germination. Several seedlings died after
transplanting from the greenhouse. Dark
Knight ripened eatlier and produced higher
yields.

Dark Knight
Sweet Dawn

Dark Knight
Sweet Dawn

oririnirl: © 1]
serirdnnt ® SW
Seeds were sown indoors on May 1. I wish 1
had started the seeds earlier (like when I did
my tomatoes). The seedlings took a long
time to get up and running, and did not
make very much of a plant. Dark Knight
melons were extremely tasty. This trial was
grown in a hoop house.
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Prefer Sweet Dawn Several
Datk Knight ~ oty @ g Sardeners
Sweet Dawn  10frrirdr® ©  NE  struggled with
Dark Knight melons had a perfect, bowling the
ball shape with all dark green skin. Sweer germination
Dawn melons were oval with green/light and
green stripes. The flesh of both varieties had .
the same sweetness and texture. Dark Knight transplanting
produced eleven melons compared to three of these
for Sweet Dawn. 1 prefer Sweet Dawn because varieties.
it was sweet, had great texture and fewer
seeds, and looked attractive.
Dark Knight 1rdririrdy ® 1]
Sweet Dawn 29T ® SE
Two of the six Sweet Dawn seeds germinated,
but they did not produce fruit. Zero of the
six Dark Knight seeds germinated. All six of
the Ace Plus pollinator seeds germinated. I'd
like to try again next year.
Dark Knight 61t @ 1]
Sweet Dawn  8iririririy © SC
The Sweet Dawn melons were absolutely
delicious! They wete possibly the best
watermelons I have had. I only got one
melon I could pick from Dark Knight and 1
picked it before it was ripe. We got two

: ]
perfectly ripe melons from Sweet Dawn. They
were both large and delicious. I am hoping Best
to get one ot two more ripe melons from red seedless
each, but I am going to give them right up watermelon
to .the first fréeze before picking. We really variety
enjoyed growing seedless watermelons and )
would definitely do it again. Top choice

Sweet Dawn
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Prefer Sweet Dawn (continued)

Dark Knight 7EHEELL ® 1]
Sweet Dawn ST © SC

It was very challenging to get these seeds to
germinate. Sweet Dawn germinated better,
grew better, produced more melons and
tasted better.

Dark Knight 7aEEL © &
Sweet Dawn ofrindrirly © SC

Other than the germination being better for
Dark Knight, 1 don’t have much to comment
on the differences between the two apatt
from that and the flavor. Both had similar

Dark Knight SEEEELT ® 1]
Sweet Dawn omEEET © NW

The germination percentage was very low
(18%) for both varieties. Sweet Dawn
matured earlier, had bigger and more
attractive melons, and tasted very sweet.
Dark Knight produced a higher yield.

Dark Knight SerErir © &
Sweet Dawn G i © SD

Only three of the six Dark Knight seedlings
survived after I transplanted them. Sweer
Dawn vines were healthier and more
productive. Its fruits were more attractive. I

Sweet Dawn
matured
earlier, had
bigger and
more
attractive
melons, and
tasted very

o ] got one Dark Knight melon, and it had great sweet.
growth, fruit size and yields. Both were . . :
- ) ] ) flavor. This was my first time growing
technically seedless but did have quite a bit
fth ler. th v i bl seedless watermelon. I learned a lot and
of the smaller, thin, mostly imperceptible would definitely try again.
white seeds. This was still miles better then
dealing with larger and harder black seeds .
e . Conclusions
or my money. It all simply comes down to
the taste, and across multiple melons of Seedless watermelons require very warm
each variety, Sweet Dawn was indeed soil temperature for germination. Several
noticeably sweeter. Both varieties were gardeners struggled with the germination
enjoyable to eat, and it was a new experience  and transplanting of these varicties. Sweet
growing seedless watermelons. Dawn matured earlier, had bigger and more
attractive melons, and tasted very sweet.
Most gardeners did not recommend Dark
Knight. Yields of the two varieties were
similar.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota
east to west) [f = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
1to 10), (vesorno) Garden type
( ) N N SW = Southwest
Variety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B i Gy NC SK = Saskatchewan

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and p]coducedR Location

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Marigold, Yellow Cutting

= L

Varieties
Giant Yellow
83 days. Large, 3-inch flowers with tall,

strong stems for cutting. Sturdy plants.
Grows 38 inches.

Hedge Mary Yellow

75 days. New! Vigorous, 35-inch plants
spread to form a colorful hedge. Big, 3-inch
blooms last long in a vase.

Data

Gardeners at 39 sites submitted information.

Giant H.Mary

Trait Yellow Yellow Same
Germinated best 31% 37% 31%
Healthier plants 20 14 66
Bloomed earlier 55 27 18
Mote blooms 32 35 32
Prettier in garden 35 21 44
Better cut flower 33 17 50
Preference 57 43
Recommend 80 74

Mean score! 8.00 7.97

Median score' 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Giant Yellow
Giant Yellow 8717 1O @
Hedge Mary Yellow 7 © MN

Both varieties grew very well and were
beautiful. The flowers of Giant Yellow were
tuller and bigger.

Giant Yellow 9 © |
Hedge Mary Yellow 87« i ® NE

Both varieties exhibited 3.0- to 3.5-foot
plants with healthy, medium-dark green
foliage and 3- to 4-inch flowers that
bloomed into the beginning of October. The
tlowers of Giant Yellow were vibrant yellow
and stunning in the garden.

Giant Yellow 10 'O B
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © SE

Giant Yellow plants grew much bigger and
had really nice, huge blooms. Hedge Mary
Yellow made a better cut flower because
Giant Yellow stems would break right under
the flower head. Both varieties germinated

well.
Giant Yellow 9 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 87« i © SE

Giant Yellow bloomed eatlier, looked more
attractive in my garden and was a better cut
tlower compared to Hedge Mary Yellow.

Giant Yellow 9 © |
Hedge Mary Yellow 87« i © SE

Giant Yellow produced more quickly and
abundantly, but both varieties were
showstopping gorgeous! The plants were so
tall and full.

Giant Yellow 10 'O @
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © NC

Both varieties were very sturdy and great
bloomers. The flowers were long lasting, and
the plants bloomed into the hard frost. 1
preferred the color of Giant Yellow.

Giant Yellow 10 ' © @
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © NC
Both varieties had big, beautiful flowers.

There were lots of bees and butterflies on
them.
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Both varieties
grew
vigorously and
were beautiful.
Their flowers
were large and
enjoyed by
both gardeners
and
pollinators.

Best cutting
marigold
sunflower
varieties

Top choice

Giant series

Strong
performers
Chedi series
Crackerjack
Hedge Mary
series
Oriental series
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Prefer Giant Yellow (continued)

Giant Yellow 10 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 ® NC

Both varieties were beautiful and big, Grant
Yellow plants were bigger and sturdier, but
later blooming. Hedge Mary Yellow stems were
not sturdy enough for the size of its flowers.

Giant Yellow 8 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 7 © sC

All seeds of Hedge Mary Yellow germinated
while only half of Giant Yellow seeds
germinated. Plants of both varieties were
healthy. Gzant Yellow bloomed at least two
weeks earlier. Its flowers were gorgeous. The
Giant Yellow plants had very shallow roots
and were top heavy. I had to stake them so
they wouldn’t fall over. Hedge Mary Yellow
plants were not as tall and didn’t fall over.

© -
® SC

Giant Yellow 7
Hedge Mary Yellow 4

Giant Yellow grew so much better.

Giant Yellow 4 ® @
Hedge Mary Yellow 3 ® sC

Giant Yellow produced larger flowers. Neither
variety could stand our winds.

Giant Yellow 9 © @
Hedge Mary Yellow 7 © sC

Giant Yellow germinated better, bloomed
eatlier and had more attractive plants.

Giant Yellow 5 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 2 ® NW
Giant Yellow produced way more flowers! Its

flowers lasted a long time. Hedge Mary Yellow
did not bloom until the end of September.

Giant Yellow 10 © -
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © NW
Both varieties had really nice and showy
tlowers. Giant Yellow was very showy. Giant

Yellow had huge flowers, and its plants were
sturdy, nice and tall.

Giant Yellow 10 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 5 ® SW

Giant Yellow had much hardier plants. They
grew taller and had more blooms.

Giant Yellow 9 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 7 ® SwW

Giant Yellow kept blooming and blooming. Its
tflowers were good and full looking;

Giant Yellow 10 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 8 © SW
I enjoyed beautiful blooms all summet!

Giant Yellow germinated better and had
healthier plants.

Giant Yellow 8 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 6 ® SW

Giant Yellow produced more flowers.

Giant Yellow 9 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 8 © SD

Both vatieties had very large flowers. At first
I was disappointed more seeds didn’t
germinate, but later was glad because they
filled in. Giant Yellow germinated better.

Giant Yellow 10 © @
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © SD
I loved both of these varieties. Planted side

by side you cannot tell these varieties apatt.
Giant Yellow germinated better.

Prefer Hedge Mary Yellow

Giant Yellow 5 ® &
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © NE

Hedge Mary Yellow had better germination
and a nicer, fuller look overall. It bloomed a
week earlier. I preferred its deeper, more
golden yellow flowers. Giant Yellow flowers
had a lighter, more lemon yellow color.

Giant Yellow 8 ® -
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © NE

Hedge Mary Yellow bloomed eatlier, produced
more flowers and had more attractive

flowers.
Giant Yellow 7 ® &
Hedge Mary Yellow 8 © SE

Hedge Mary Yellow had larger plants and
tflowers. It bloomed earlier and produced
more flowers.
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Giant Yellow
plants grew
slightly taller
and bloomed
earlier at most
sites.
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Prefer Mary Hedge Yellow
(continued)

Giant Yellow 8 © @
Hedge Mary Yellow 9 © SE

I preferred the color of Hedge Mary Yellow.

Giant Yellow 2 ® &
Hedge Mary Yellow 7 © SE

I loved Hedge Mary Yellow. Its blooms were
carnation like and the leaves were lacy. Hedge
Mary Yellow plants were more resilient. Giant
Yellow plants did not survive the full season.

Giant Yellow 6 © |
Hedge Mary Yellow 8 © NC

Hedge Mary Yellow seeds all seemed to
germinate. Its plants filled in better. Giant
Yellow bloomed first. The flowers of both
varieties were pretty.

Giant Yellow 8 ® @
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © NC

I liked the shape of the Hedge Mary Yellow
plants better, and they withstood the rain
and wind better. I think these varieties would
make a nice “flower hedge”. Both varieties
had numerous blooms that lasted a long
time. We differed on which variety had
better color. Both germinated pootly.

Giant Yellow 6 © @
Hedge Mary Yellow 8 © NC

Hedge Mary Yellow had a bigger, fluffy
bloom. Its plants were thicker and had lots
of blooms. Giant Yellow bloomed in mid-
August, a month before Hedge Mary Yellow.
Both vatieties grew well although they did
not get consistent watering.

Giant Yellow 9 © =
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © sC

Hedge Mary Yellow was healthier and bloomed
earlier.

Giant Yellow 9 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © sC

All the Hedge Mary Yellow seeds germinated
and grew, but not so for Giant Yellow. Hedge
Mary Yellow bloomed earlier and produced
more flowers. The flowers of both varieties
were beautiful, bright yellow and very pretty.
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Giant Yellow 9 © &
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © sC

The color of Hedge Mary Yellow was a little
golden yellow and I liked that. These
marigolds were my favorite flowers this year.
They still looked pretty good on October 27,
but I had to pull them out of the garden.

Giant Yellow 9 © @
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © sC
Both varieties had beautiful flowers until the

end of September! Hedge Mary Yellow
germinated better.

The blooms of
Hedge Mary
Yellow were a
deeper, golden
yellow in color.
The blooms of
Giant Yellow
were bright
yellow. Both
varieties
bloomed until
frost in fall.

Giant Yellow 8 © -
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © sC

Hedge Mary Yellow had a more unique bloom
with a softer, golden yellow color and
velvety looking blooms. Giant Yellow blooms
were brighter yellow. Hedge Mary Yellow
blooms also cut better.

Giant Yellow 3 ® &
Hedge Mary Yellow 8 ® NW

Hedge Mary Yellow germinated and produced
a full row of flowers—although they were
late bloomers. Only two plants of Giant
Yellow developed; they grew taller and
bloomed earlier than Hedge Mary Yellow. Both
vatieties bloomed later than I thought they
would. They did give pollinators some food
after everything else was done.

Giant Yellow 9 © |
Hedge Mary Yellow 10 © SW

Hedge Mary Yellow plants were shorter and
more uniform; their flowers had a deeper
yellow colot. The Giant Yellow flowers had
more of a fluorescent yellow color. This trial
was grown in a hoop house. The plants are
still blooming as of October 30.

Conclusions

Both varieties grew vigorously and were
beautiful. Their flowers were large and very
much enjoyed by both gardeners and
pollinators. Giant Yellow plants grew slightly
taller and bloomed earlier at most sites. The
blooms of Hedge Mary Yellow were a deeper,
golden yellow in color while the blooms of
Giant Yellow were bright yellow. Both
varieties bloomed until frost in fall.
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Sunflower,

Varieties

Greenburst DMR

62 days. Semi-double flowers with golden-
yellow petals and green disks. Sturdy,
branching, mildew-resistant stalks. Pollenless.
Grows 66 inches.

Just Crazy

60 days. New! Unique flowers have orange,
ragged petals that burst open in all
directions. Pollenless. Grows 54 inches.

Data

Gardeners at 24 sites submitted information.

Greenburst Just

Trait DMR Crazy Same
Germinated best 18% 29% 53%
Healthier plants 50 13 38
Bloomed eatlier 33 27 40
More blooms 38 25 38

Prettier in garden 25 44 31
Better cut flower 23 23 54

Preference 38 63
Recommend 75 81
Mean score' 7.94 8.19
Median score! 8.00 8.50

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Greenburst DMR

Greenburst DMR ~ 87ririniris ©
Just Crazy cirirdriris @ MN
Greenburst DMR had adorable, fluffy flowers
that did well in both the garden and vase.
They were a showstopper in a mixed flower
vase. Just Crazy stalks were shorter and had
very thin, pencil-sized stems. Its stalks fell
down from wind and rain.

Greenburst DMR  107ririnirs © 4
Just Crazy sirirdriry ® NE

I liked both varieties, but Greenburst DMR
had more blooms from the top to the
bottom of the plant! It also flowered longer
into the season. I used the smaller flowers
of both varieties in arrangements and they
were beautiful.

Greenburst DMR
Just Crazy

odririnirlr © g
sirirdrdrny © SE

The emergence of Greenburst DMR was
more uniform and vigorous. Six plants of
Just Crazy had downy mildew and three
plants of Greenburst DMR were deformed.
Just Cragy had more flowers and looked
more attractive in the garden. Its flowers
had longer petals. Greenburst DMR bloomed
for a longer time.

Greenburst DMR
Just Crazy

sinirdninT ©
7inindnir © SC
Both varieties were pretty and amazing!
Greenburst DMR got so huge and beautiful! It
grew better, bloomed earlier and produced
more flowers than Just Crazy.

Greenburst DMR
Just Crazy

odrindnirls © P
4l ®@ NW
Greenburst DMR plants were much taller and
had much bigger flower heads.

Greenburst DMR
Just Crazy

oirirdrirlr ©
siririrdry © SW

The flower petals of Just Crazgy wete not as
formal. They were kind of haphazard but
still a nice flower and didn’t distract. I liked
the downy mildew resistance factor of
Greenburst DMR although I didn’t seem to
get any downy mildew this year. The foliage
of Just Crazy dried up eartlier. Greenburst
DMR flowers lasted a bit longer as a cut
flower.
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Greenburst
DMR plants
were taller,
healthier and
produced more
blooms at
more sites.

]
Best tall,
double/
semi-double
branching
sunflower
varieties

Top choice
Just Crazy

Strong
performer
Greenburst
DMR
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Prefer Just Crazy

Greenburst DMR 6
Just Crazy 8

® &
© MN
Both varieties had beautiful flowers! Just
Crazy had better germination. In my garden,
one full row of Greenburst DMK didn’t come
up. In a different spot in the yard, 100% of
Greenburst DMR came up.

Greenburst DMR 4 ® -
© NE

Just Cragy looked more attractive in the

Just Crazy 5

garden and was a better cut flower.

Greenburst DMR 8 ® @
Just Crazy 10 © SE
Just Cragy had a sturdier plant and prettier

flowers. It germinated better and bloomed 3
weeks earlier.

Greenburst DMR 9 © &
Just Crazy 10 © NC

I loved the flowers of both varieties! They
were so pretty! Greenburst DMR plants were
healthier and bloomed eatlier.

Greenburst DMR 5 ® @
Just Crazy 10 © NC
Just Cragy grew much better than Greenburst
DMR. Just Cragy had better germination,
better production and healthy looking plants.
Just Cragy thrived while Greenburst DMR
seemed a bit dull by comparison.

Greenburst DMR 9 © |
Just Crazy 10 © SC

The heads of both varieties wetre very nice.

Greenburst DMR 8
Just Crazy 9

© &
© NW
I really enjoyed growing both of these
varieties. They were very unique! Just Cragy
bloomed more prolifically and was more
attractive.

Greenburst DMR 8 © |
Just Crazy 9 © sSwW

Greenburst DMR germinated at 100%
compared to 92% for Just Cragy. The plants
of both varieties were absolutely beautiful.
The bees and other pollinators loved them.
The flowers lasted about 2.5 weeks in a
vase. I preferred Just Crazy because its
flowers did not tip and face down like those
of Greenburst DMR.

Greenburst DMR 9 © =
Just Crazy 10 © SW

Both were very fun flowers to have.
Greenburst DMR plants were taller and had
larger heads. Its heads had a bigger “fuzzier”
centet. [ust Crazy heads were smaller and
more defined but had longer twizzle petals
that were beautiful in arrangements.

Greenburst DMR 8
Just Crazy 9

°m
© SD

Just Crazy had more seeds germinate.

Conclusions

Both varieties were fun to grow and
received high ratings from gardeners. Most
gardeners preferred Just Crazy. They loved
the informal, ragged look of its flowers.
Greenburst DMR plants were taller, healthier
and produced more blooms at more sites.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Most
gardeners
preferred Just
Crazy. They
loved the
informal,
ragged look of
its flowers.
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Sunfiower, Gold Branching

Varieties
Concert Bell

65 days. Golden flowers appear in clusters
of 10 to 12 blooms on a central stem. Very
sturdy stalks. Pollenless. All-America
Selections winner. Grows 66 inches.

Golden Ray

65 days. Instead of blooming on tips of
branches, these flowers grow like gladiolus,
all along a central stem. Pollenless. Grows 66
inches.

Data

Gardeners at 22 sites submitted information.

Concert Golden

Trait Bell Ray  Same
Germinated best 29% 29% 41%
Healthier plants 6 38 56
Bloomed earlier 27 60 13
Morte blooms 38 50 13

Prettier in garden 25 38 38
Better cut flower 40 40 20

Preference 41 59
Recommend 67 78
Mean score! 7.41 7.82
Median score' 7.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Concert Bell

Concert Bell 10 HEaEE © &
Golden Ray vrirdnirly © MN

I loved them both. They were attractive in
their own way. Concert Bell was massive. It is
the biggest and tallest sunflower I’ve grown.
Concert Bell grew 10 feet tall and 3 feet wide
with very thick, sturdy stems. Its flowers had
beautiful, dark centers with dark yellow/
orange petals and produced lots of seeds for
birds this winter. I also loved Golden Ray
because of the multiple flowers on the top
of the stem.
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Concert Bell 7nindniry © - Golden Ray
Golden Ray CHEEELT ® NE stalks were
Concert Bell had a better looking flower taller, sturdier

head—Dbig! Golden Ray plants were more and bloomed

vigorous. .

& earlier. Golden
Concert Bell IdErErEEL © & Ray flowers
Golden Ray sirdrdriry ® NE  were larger
Most plants were healthy but a few and more
developed hollow stems and fell over. Concerr  abundant.
Bell was more attractive in the garden. The
plants grew slightly shorter and its flowers
were more concentrated on the stem. These
flowers did not drop quite as much
compared to Golden Ray, which had much
larger flowers.

Concert Bell 101wt © &
Golden Ray S5ty © NC
Concert Bell made a fabulous bouquet. Golden
Ray stalks were taller. Golden Ray bloomed
eatlier and longer.
Concert Bell ovrdrEE © 1]
Golden Ray 7THrdririn © SC Best tall
est 1ta
Concert Bell produced more flowers and was ’
: gold

very pretty in the garden. .

branching
Concert Bell 107 © & sunflower
Golden Ray ofrdrdnirls ©  SC varieties
They were both so pretty and produced Top choice
lovely, tall plants and a great abundance of Golden Ray
tlowers. Concert Bell bloomed first and Strong
produced more flowers. performer

Gold Rush
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Prefer Concert Bell (continued)

Concert Bell 9 ®) 1]
Golden Ray 8 © SC

The very small seeds of Concert Bell made
planting in the breeze a challenge; this
created a somewhat random row. Golden Ray
germinated better and bloomed eatlier.
Concert Bell had gorgeous spikes of flowers.

Prefer Golden Ray
Concert Bell 6 ® &
Golden Ray 9 © MN

Golden Ray plants were eaten by the deer but
came out of it and produced taller, stronger
flowers and were better all around.

Concert Bell 3 ® 1]
Golden Ray 7 ® SE

Concert Bell germinated at a higher rate and
more uniformly. Golden Ray showed more
vigor. Four Concert Bell plants suffered from
downy mildew compared to one plant for
Golden Ray. Golden Ray plants were more
attractive; they were taller and branched
early due to wind breakage. Aphids were
terrible and destroyed a lot of blooms on
both varieties.

Concert Bell 7 ®) &
Golden Ray 8 © NC

Sunflowers are one of my favorite types of
flowers to plant every year, and I have tried
so many varieties of them. I did not care
for cither of these varieties. I did not like
the bunching/smaller flowers in comparison
to other types of sunflowers, and just the
overall look of the plant itself.

Concert Bell 7 ®) &
Golden Ray 8 © NC

Golden Ray germinated better. Both varieties
grew well; there were no diseases or damage
despite bad weather. Golden Ray bloomed a
week earlier and had flowers lower on its
stalks. For both varieties, I really liked the
bunching of flowers on their stalks—very
cool. I thought the full look of blooms
made for a beautiful addition to the garden.

Concert Bell 7 ®) &
Golden Ray 9 © NC

Golden Ray germinated well, bloomed first
and was very tall. Concert Bell grew well and
was beautiful. Concert Bel/ would be perfect
for someone wanting a shorter sunflower.

Concert Bell 6 © 1]
Golden Ray 9 © SC

Golden Ray plants were taller, sturdier and
produced larger, more attractive flowers.

Concert Bell 3 ® 1]
Golden Ray 4 ® SC

Golden Ray bloomed to the end of
September. It produced more flowers and
looked more attractive in the garden. Concert
Belljust stopped blooming.

Concert Bell 7 ® -
Golden Ray 8 © SC

Golden Ray was bigger, bloomed eatlier,
produced more flowers and looked nicer in
the garden.

Concert Bell 8 ® .y
Golden Ray 10 © NW

Golden Ray produced more flowers and

looked more attractive.

Concert Bell 8 ®) 1]
Golden Ray 9 © SW

All seeds germinated. The plants grew with
thick, strong stems. The flowers were so
beautiful and bees loved them. This was the
first time I’'ve grown branching sunflowers
and will seek these varieties out in the future
because of how unique they are. I really
liked the size of these blooms for cut
flowers. They added interest to any
arrangement I made. Golden Ray flowers
lasted a bit longer in arrangements.

Conclusions

Most gardeners preferred Golden Ray. Golden
Ray stalks were taller, sturdier and bloomed
eatlier. Golden Ray flowers were larger and
more abundant. The flower spikes of both
varieties made fabulous bouquets and were
great in cut flower arrangements.
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The flower
spikes of both
varieties made
fabulous
bouquets and
were great in
cut flower
arrangements.
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Sunfiower, Gold Single-Stem

Varieties
ProCut Bravo

57 days. New! Large flower with a dark disk.
Grows vigorously and maintains a fresh look
through flowering. Pollenless. Grows 60
inches.

ProCut Orange DMR

55 days. Very popular, single-stem sunflower
for cutting. Bright and vibrant petals. Single
stem. Pollenless. Resists downy mildew:
Grows 54 inches.

Data
Gardeners at 18 sites submitted information.

ProCut ProCut

Trait Bravo Or.DMR Same
Germinated best 27% 20% 53%
Healthier plants 20 0 80
Bloomed earlier 53 33 13
More blooms 36 7 57

Prettier in garden 40 20 40
Better cut flower 18 18 64

Preference 53 47
Recommend 87 80
Mean score! 7.87 7.40
Median score' 9.00 9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer ProCut Bravo
THERLT © @
S5triridririy ® NE

The heads on ProCut Bravo were much larger.

ProCut Bravo
ProCut Orange

Both varieties were okay, but I prefer a
shorter vatiety.

ProCut Bravo THERL © B
cErirdirinT ® SE

I was disappointed in both varieties. 1 prefer

ProCut Orange

large blossoms with long stems and neither
variety this year gave me that. I preferred
ProCut Bravo for its color and greater amount
of blossoms.
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v "

ProCut Bravo 10%indnid © Gardeners
ProCut Orange 2T © SE were
ProCut Bravo was better in all traits. It had impressed with
more flower production. both of these
ProCut Bravo sy © g [ recut
ProCut Orange (i © SE Var!et!es' Both
Both varieties looked nice. ProCut Bravo Va"e_tles grew
stalks were taller and their flowers were consistently
bigger. well across
- sites.

ProCut Bravo 1ondaEaw © @
ProCut Orange ofrErdnirlr © NC
Both varieties were beautiful. ProCut Brave
had beautiful flowers and healthy, sturdy
plants. ProCut Orange DMR bloomed first.
ProCut Bravo IWHEEL © §
ProCut Orange sErdrdrimT © NW
I preferred the ProCut Bravo color better.
ProCut Bravo 1owdEEw © §
ProCut Orange ofririrdrdy © SW
Both of these varieties produced a “perfect Best gold
sunflower.” They definitely stood out single-stem
compared to my other sunflowers in the sunflower
garden. Their blooms were on the larger side o

: varieties
for using as a cut flower, at least for my
vases, but boy were they pretty! I preferred Top choice

ProCut Bravo because its heads stood more ProCut series
upright when bloomed. The ProCut Orange
DMR heads angled down a bit when they
were fully bloomed. ProCut Bravo plants were
a little taller. The blooms of ProCut Orange
DMRK had a deeper golden and less yellow

color compared to those of ProCut Bravo.

Strong
performers
Sunrich seties
Vincent’s
series
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Prefer ProCut Bravo (continued)

ProCut Bravo 1oaaEEE ©
ProCut Orange IwEEEL © SW

ProCut Bravo bloomed earlier and had
beautiful, vibrant and symmetric flowers.

Prefer ProCut Orange DMR

ProCut Bravo 3minraey ® -
ProCut Orange 4T i © NE
ProCut Bravo stalks were taller and bloomed
earlier, but their flowers were deformed.

ProCut Orange DMK had better looking

flowers.

ProCut Bravo 7THEELL © @
ProCut Orange ImrEEEL © SC
ProCut Orange DMR had definitely more
flowers and prettier foliage. Its flower heads
were smaller and easier to use in
arrangements. The size of its stems was
good for cutting,

ProCut Bravo owEEET © I
ProCut Orange 10t © SC
ProCut Orange DMR flowers had slightly

more color.

ProCut Bravo owEEET © B
ProCut Orange 10%dirdry © SC
Both varieties were fantastic. ProCut Orange
DMR had a slight advantage with its

uniformity of size.

ProCut Bravo 2%
ProCut Orange 5

1 © &
i © SC

I haven’t ever grown sunflowers. The
flowers were the size of dinner plates; huge
and very heavy; I worried they would tip
over the vase in cut flower arrangements. 1
planted these near the roadside of my
garden. More than once, 1 had people stop
to stand near them for a picture. A local
florist asked if she could use them for a
specific funeral arrangement request.

ProCut Bravo siririrdrs © §
omdEEL © SC
ProCut Bravo looked more attractive in the

garden. ProCut Orange DMR had longer

stems for cut flowers.

ProCut Orange

ProCut Bravo

IEEEET © )
ProCut Orange 10firErs © SW
ProCut Orange DMK bloomed eatlier;
otherwise these varieties had very similar
qualities. I like the downy mildew resistance
factor of ProCut Orange DMK although 1
didn’t seem to have any downy mildew this
year.

Conclusions

Gardeners were impressed with both of
these ProCut varieties. Both varieties grew
consistently well across sites. ProCut Bravo
was reported to bloom a couple days later
than other ProCut varieties, but it grew
vigorously and bloomed earlier than ProCut
Orange DMK in most gardens. ProCut Bravo

was healthy, vigorous and grew slightly taller.

Several gardeners felt its flowers were
prettier compared to the flowers of ProCut
Orange DMR. The downy mildew trait of
ProCut Orange DMK is a welcome feature,
but this disease was not a factor at these
particular sites.
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ProCut Bravo
was healthy,
vigorous and
grew slightly
taller. it
bloomed
earlier in most
gardens.
Several
gardeners felt
ProCut Bravo
flowers were
prettier
compared to
the flowers of
ProCut Orange
DMR.
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Sunflower, Bicolor Dwarf

Varieties

Little Tiger

55 days. Bright, flame-colored flowers with
dark centers. Branching plants bloom very
carly and for a long time. Pollenless. Grows
18-24 inches tall.

Tinies
50 days. Pastel, daisy-like petals, all with a

tinge of red. Great for small vases and hand
bouquets. Pollenless. Grows 24 inches tall.

Data

Gardeners at 15 sites submitted information.
Little

Trait Tiger Tinies Same

Germinated best 13% 73% 13%

Healthier plants 33 25 42

Bloomed eatlier 25 58 17

More blooms 25 50 25

Prettier in garden 50 25 25
Better cut flower 17 50 33

Preference 46 54
Recommend 54 85
Mean score' 5.92 7.23
Median score! 5.00  8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Little Tiger

10¥rdndrdrdr © &
ovrdrdrinl; © NE

Little Tiger produced more flowers and was
more colorful. It attracted more bees. Tinies
bloomed first. Both varieties performed
better in the garden compated to in pots.

Little Tiger
Tinies

Strirln @ 1]
28y ® SE
Neither variety grew well in my clay soil.
Little Tiger grew better.

Little Tiger
Tinies
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Little Tiger sininiriry © & The bright,
Tinies 7irirdrlr © NC  flaming red
We did the trial in pots and the garden. Most  and orange
seeds germinated. In pots, Li#tle Tiger had blooms of Little
healthier plants and it bloomed 2 days Ti tood t
eatlier. The height of Little Tiger plants was . Iger stood ou
nice and they seemed very hardy. I liked the in gardens.
color of Tinies bettet.
Little Tiger sl ® 1]
Tinies AT ® NC
I did not care for either variety. The plants
were much too small. Although neither
vatiety looked appealing, Little Tiger plants
were healthier, produced more flowers and
looked more attractive.
Little Tiger 7irinirdr © 1]
Tinies cirirdrry © SC
Tinies bloomed earlier and produced more
flowers, but Little Tiger looked more
attractive in the garden.
|
Little Tiger ofrininirl: © & .
Tinies Tiirdirts ©  SC 25 | b
, - : dwarf
While both varieties were nice, all Little Tiger .
. branching
seeds germinated whereas only a few of the fl
Tinies seeds germinated. Sun_ o_wer
varieties
Top choice
Firecracker
Strong
performers
Rio Carnival
Tinies
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Prefer Tinies

Little Tiger 4frininng ® -
Tinies omrdaEl © NE

Tinies had cute flowers and grew taller.

Little Tiger S5erdriniiy © &
Tinies (i © SE
Seeds were not sown until July 4. Tinies
plants grew taller and faster. It bloomed
earlier and produced more flowers. Tinies
was more attractive than Lit#le Tiger in our
garden. Little Tiger plants remained green
and healthy while the Tinies plants turned
brown with fungal issues.

Litte Tiger 7THEEL O 1]
ST © NC

The plants of Tinies were taller. Its stems

Tinies

were longer and good for cutting. T7nies

Little Tiger SHEEELY © 1]
Tinies ovrdrEEL © SC
Tinies germinated better, grew 1 foot taller
and was a better cut flower. Little Tiger
germinated poortly but bloomed first and
looked more attractive in the field.

Little Tiger i © &
Tinies ofrirdnirly © SW
Both varieties had pretty flowers, but Tinies
flowers more unique and very muted. Lt
Tiger flowers were much brighter and
prettier to look at. Tinzes plants grew faster,
bigger and produced lots of nice flowers.

Little Tiger sEEEET O 1]
Tinies 9vrdrinirls © SW
Tinies germinated better and provided more

tlowers. Tinies plants seemed sturdier and
bloomed 5 days eatlier. Less than 50% of

Tinies
germinated
much better,
grew taller,
bloomed
earlier and
produced more
flowers. Its

stems were
blof(_)lmed first, produced more flowers, and Little Tiger seeds germinated. Both varieties
1ts Howets were pretty. looked attractive in our garden. longerand
S o 5 better suited
Little Tiger ST &  Conclusions for cutting.
Tinies 10rdnirdrd © SC
Tinies bloomed first and produced more The l.)rlght., flaming red :.md orange blooms
. of Little Tiger stood out in gardens. In
flowers. Its plants were bigger. 2. .
contrast, the blooms of Tinies appeared in
Little T N ® soft and muted colors, all with a tinge of
I.t .e 1ger R & red. Tinies germinated much better, grew
Tinies SEEEAL © SC taller, bloomed eatlier and produced more
Little Tiger did not germinate at all. All of flowers. Its stems were longer and better
the Tinies seeds germinated. Tinies bloomed suited for cutting, Vastly more gardeners
well, but I wish the blooms had more color. recommended T7nies compared to the
number of gardeners who recommended
Little Tiger.
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota
east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
(1to 10) NN < SW = Southwest
Vatiety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B e ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Sunfiower, Double-Petal Dwarf

Varieties

Baby Bear

60 days. Compact, branching plants with lots
of orange, double-petal flowers. Pollenless.
Grows 30 inches.

Teddy Bear

60 days. Large, fluffy, golden blooms. Short,
branching plants bloom early. Minimal
pollen. Grows 30 inches.

Data
Gardeners at 17 sites submitted information.

Baby  Teddy

Trait Bear Bear  Same
Germinated best 64% 14% 21%
Healthier plants 42 25 33
Bloomed earlier 92 8 0
More blooms 57 36 7

Prettier in garden 50 36 14
Better cut flower 57 14 29

Preference 57 43
Recommend 93 79
Mean score! 8.43 6.64
Median score' 9.50 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Baby Bear

Baby Bear 10AaaEE © &
Teddy Bear 7 © SE

Baby Bear germinated at a rate of 76%;
Teddy Bear germinated at a rate of 29%.
Baby Bear had so much vigor and bloomed at
least 3 weeks eatlier than Teddy Bear. Teddy
Bear produced 23 flowers compared to 18
flowers for Baby Bear. Both varieties were
pretty. This trial was grown in a garden.

Baby Bear 10AaaEE © &
Teddy Bear sirirdriry © SE
Both varieties germinated at 100% and had
healthy plants. Baby Bear bloomed first and
its flowers seemed heartier. Both varieties
were attractive. Teddy Bear stalks were taller

and not very strong.

Baby Bear 10EEEEE © &
Teddy Bear Wi ® SE
Baby Bear germinated at a rate of 50%;
Teddy Bear germinated at a rate of 25%.
Baby Bear showed a lot of vigor and
bloomed at least a month earlier. Teddy Bear
did not perform well. This trial was grown in
pots.

Baby Bear 10¥rindinink © 1]
Teddy Bear IdErErEEL © NC
I loved Baby Bear. Its plants had a nice height

and a fat stalk. Its flowers were huge, very
unique and puffy.

Baby Bear 10EEEEE © 1]
Teddy Bear Wi ® NC
All Baby Bear seeds germinated; only two

Teddy Bear seeds germinated. Baby Bear grew
faster, bloomed earlier and looked bettet.

Baby Bear IdErErEEL © &
Teddy Bear cHEELT © NW
Baby Bear had superior germination and

smaller, more attractive flowers. Teddy Bear
had taller plants with more flowers per plant

and larger flowers. This trial was grown in a
garden.

Baby Bear 10EEEEE © &
Teddy Bear Wi ® NW
Baby Bear was better for all traits. Its blooms

were beautiful and full looking. This trial was
grown in pots.
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Gardeners
loved the cute,
fluffy, double-
petal flowers of
both varieties.
Baby Bear
rated higher
than Teddy
Bear in all
measured
traits.

]
Best double-
petal dwarf
branching
sunflower
variety

Top choice
Baby Bear
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Prefer Baby Bear (continued)

Baby Bear 10%draaw © &
Teddy Bear 4 © SW
Baby Bear plants were very tall and bloomed

very well. It had huge, full flowers that were
3—4 inches across. Baby Bear flowers were

Baby Bear IdErErEEL © &
Teddy Bear 10AaaEs O SC
Although it took Teddy Bear a long time to

germinate, it grew the tallest and had
beautiful blooms. Baby Bear bloomed fastet.

vibrant and cool to look at. Baby Bear > o © &

Teddy Bear sHEHEEELT © SC
Prefer Teddy Bear Teddy Bear was clearly the better producer. It

germinated better, bloomed quicker,
Baby Bear SEdrinTe © i produced more flowers and was more Baby Bear
Teddy Bear CHEEELT © MN attractive. germinated
Teddy Bear grew better and flowered more much better
nicely, but it didn’ germinate as well. Some Baby Bear 6HEELT © ) bloomed ’
seedlings got eaten by bunnies. Teddy Bear 7THrdririn © SC .

Teddy Bear flowers were fluffy, cute and earller and
Baby Bear 7TRErEiT © i unique. Baby Bear bloomed first and produced more
Teddy Bear 10%rdrardr © NC  produced more flowers. flowers. The
Both varieties had good germination in pots. pollenless
Teddy Bear did not germinate as well in the Baby Bear 7THEAi © 1] feature of Baby
garden and some animal chomped the tops Teddy Bear 9¥riririrlr © NW Bear makes it
off of half of them; however they did : : i
come back and bloom nicely. Baly Bear Teddy Bear was healthier and prettier. a superior cut
b.loo.med 4 days eatlier. Teddy Bear had Conclusions flower.
significantly more flowers and they lasted a
long time. I really liked how Teddy Bear Gardeners loved the cute, fluffy, double-
looked. 1 didn’t like either of these varieties ~ petal flowers of both varieties. Baby Bear
as a cut flower in a vase, but they looked rated higher than Teddy Bear in all measured
great growing in pots. traits. Baby Bear germinated much better,

bloomed earlier and produced more flowers.

The pollenless feature of Baby Bear makes it

a superior cut flower.

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota

the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(1to 10)_ (vesorno) Garden type NW = Northwest
N N 74 SW = Southwest
Vatiety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B i ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana
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Sunflower,

Varieties

Junior

60 days. Classic yellow blooms with dark
centers. Plants produce lots of flowers.
Pollenless. Grows 18 inches.

Smiley

60 days. Rich yellow flowers with dark
centers. Good for pots and borders.
Pollenless. Grows 18 inches.

Data

Gardeners at 13 sites submitted information.

Trait Junior Smiley Same
Germinated best 17% 67% 17%
Healthier plants 18 55 27
Bloomed eatlier 60 30 10
Morte blooms 36 45 18
Prettier in garden 20 60 20
Better cut flower 83 0 17
Preference 36 64
Recommend 67 75

Mean score' 6.83 7.25

Median score! 7.00 7.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Junior
Junior gtririniry © &
Smiley cirdrdn'ry ® NE

Junior bloomed 1 week earlier and produced
more flowers. Its flowers were brighter and
lasted longer when used as a cut flower.
Smiley blooms looked more like traditional

sunflowers.
Junior 7inininir © 1]
Smiley cirdrdn'ry © NC

Junior plants were healthier. They bloomed
first and produced more flowers. Its flowers
were smaller. Swiley had shorter plants and
its blooming extended later in the season.

Gold Dwarf

Junior

griririry © 1]
7irirdrlr © SC

Junior bloomed first.

Smiley

griririry © &
serirtnrt @ NW

Junior

Smiley

Junior bloomed more and looked more
attractive. I grew this trial in pots.

Prefer Smiley
Strirlnr @ &
7irinirlrs © SE

Smiley germinated better and grew much
better than Junior in our garden.

Junior

Smiley

3t ® 1]
S#rirfnr © NC

Junior
Smiley
Plants only got about 6 inches tall in the
garden. Swiley was more attractive.

stririniry © &
odrirdrirdy © NC

Junior

Smiley

Smiley showed great growth at first. It
bloomed first, produced more flowers and
looked morte attractive. Black spots later
developed on the Swiley plants. Junior plants
were healthier.

cirirnins ® F
odrirdrirdy © NC

We liked the Swiley plants better. More came
up and they had more flowers. Swiley flowers

Junior

Smiley

were prettier. We grew these in our garden.
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Junior bloomed
earlier. Its
flowers were
bright, and
they lasted
long as a cut
flower.

Best gold
dwarf
branching
sunflower
varieties

Top choice
Orange
Hedge

Strong
performers
Hella
Sonnenblume
Orange
Hobbit
Smiley
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Prefer Smiley (continued)

Junior CEEEI ® 1]
Smiley 7EHEELL ® NW

“Variety A’ germinated better and produced
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety
B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

X Comments

east to west) [@ = Uses inorganic fertilizers
E- Uses inorganic pesticides
Recommendation - = Not specified
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE
(1to 10)\. (ves or no) Garden type
Variety A '.'.'"".'.'"'..\© i{
Variety B T ® NC
N Location

Junior ovrdrEEL © - Jumior plants bl L fisec. but did .
. il unor plants bloomed first, but did not live
Smiley tomEE NE as loan). Smiley plants were healthier, Smiley
These are S0 cute and easy to grow: We produced more flowers and were more germinated
sowed them in awful clay soil with attractive, but they were so short.
inconsistent watering at Edison Elementary ’ Y better, was
School in their pollinator garden. Both c lusi healthier, and
varieties germinated well. The plants had no onclusions looked prettier
problem growing at the site and produced Most gardeners preferred Swiley. Swiley to most
just the sweetest, little flowers. Swiley plants germinated better, was healthier, and looked
would produce multiple heads, which was prettier to most gardeners. Junior bloomed gardeners.
cool to see. Junior was more consistently one eatlier. Its flowers were bright, and they
flower per stem. lasted long as a cut flower. Several gardeners
were surprised how short these varieties

Junior 7THEAi © & were.
Smiley seririrdny © SC
Smiley flowers were darker, almost orange,
with larger but fewer petals. Both varieties
were attractive but the orange color of
Smiley was unique for us in our garden. Junior
put out a lot more flowers. Its flowers were
quite a bit smaller and pretty.

Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations

(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota

NE = Northeast

SE = Southeast

NC = North Central
SC = South Central
NW = Northwest
SW = Southwest
MB = Manitoba

SK = Saskatchewan
SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

144



Sunflower, Yellow Dwarf

Varieties

Lemon Pixie

60 days. Lemon-yellow petals and green
centers. Branching plants grow 18—24 inches.
For pots and flower borders. Pollenless.

Munchkin

60 days. Bushy, 2-foot plants are covered
with bright yellow flowers with green centers.
Branching and pollenless.

Data

Gardeners at 9 sites submitted information.

Lemon Munch-

Trait Pixie kin Same
Germinated best 29% 43% 29%
Healthier plants 29 71 0
Bloomed earlier 33 33 33
More blooms 29 43 29
Prettier in garden 29 57 14
Better cut flower 0 100 0
Preference 29 71
Recommend 43 71

Mean score! 5.43 7.29

Median score' 6.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Lemon Pixie
odrirdnins © &
7l ® NC

Lemon Pixie had prettier flowers.

Lemon Pixie
Munchkin

9drirdnins © &
sirdrdrdry © SW

The soft yellow color of Lemon Pixie was

Lemon Pixie
Munchkin

very attractive.

Prefer Munchkin

Lemon Pixie 7S © &
Munchkin siririrdrs © NE

Munchkin was more beautiful. The plants
were larger and healthier. We grew these
varieties in pots as well as in the garden.
Lemon Pixie germinated better.

Wi @ &
strirdire © NC

Lemon Pixie
Munchkin

Munchkin plants grew much larger. They
produced more flowers as most plants had
four or more flowers. These flowers were
brighter, larger and looked more like a
regular sunflower. Lemon Pixie bloomed first.
Its flowers were too small and pale-colored.

cirdrdrtr ©
odririrdrl: © NC

We sowed them in a terrible, clay soil and
both varieties grew great. The plants were so
cute. Munchkin had better germination, more
vigor, and bigger, healthier blooms.

Lemon Pixie
Munchkin

Lemon Pixie 1o ® 1]
Munchkin sinirinirs © SC

Munchkin was really good. It bloomed later
but produced more flowers, looked more
attractive in the garden and was a better cut
flower. It stood well in the field. Only one
plant of Lemon Pixie grew.

Lemon Pixie ot ® &
Munchkin Ginirdirtis ® NW
The flowers of Munchkin were miniature but
full looking and more attractive. This trial
was grown in pots.

Conclusions

Munchkin germinated better, grew taller,
produced more flowers and was much
prettier overall. Lemon Pixie lacked vigor and
was a disappointment. Most gardeners did
not recommend Lenon Pixie.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

Munchkin
germinated
better, grew
taller,
produced more
flowers and
was much
prettier
overall. Lemon
Pixie lacked
vigor.

|
Best yellow
dwarf
branching
sunflower
variety

Top choice
Munchkin
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Zinnia, Flaming

Varieties

Lava Lamp

80 days. Fiery mix of yellow, orange and red
varieties. Large, bright blooms. Grows 36—48
inches.

South of the Border
80 days. A bold blend of red, orange and

yellow varieties. For bouquets and butterflies.

Grows 36—48 inches.

Data

Gardeners at 56 sites submitted information.
Lava S. of the

Trait Lamp Border Same

Germinated best 25% 17% 58%

Healthier plants 26 9 65

Bloomed earlier 20 43 36

More blooms 22 22 57

Prettier in garden 27 22 51
Better cut flower 24 14 62

Preference 49 51
Recommend 87 81
Mean score! 8.38 8.15
Median score' 9.00 9.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Lava Lamp

Lava Lamp ginininins © g
So. of the Border — Giriririsis & MN
Lava Lamp had more abundant flowers with
healthier looking plants. Both zinnia varieties
wetre not as vigorous as I am used to with
zinnias. They took a long time to flower
which is not typical when I plant zinnias.

Lava Lamp 10frininir © g
So. of the Border ~ 8¥riririris @& MN
Lava Lamp produced flowers later but had

prettier and larger blossoms. Lava Lamp
tlowers had stronger colors.

ofririrdrl: © &
3irdriiris ® NE

Lava Lamp
So. of the Border

Both germinated in partial shade in a 6-inch-
deep clover groundcover. Lava Lamp grew
taller, bloomed earlier and was significantly
healthier. Lava Lamp was the clear winner.

Lava Lamp odrindnird;y ©
So. of the Border  8iriririris © NE
Lava Lamp had taller plants and pretty

flowers.

Lava Lamp sinininins © @
So. of the Border ~ 51riririris © NE
Lava Lamp had a showier flower—very
pretty. South of the Border flowers had small

heads. Both varieties produced a large
amount of blooms.

Lava Lamp sirindninls © g
So. of the Border  6iriririris ® SE

Lava Lamp produced best. It had gorgeous
red, orange and yellow blooms. The plants
of both varieties were very healthy, happy,
full and colorful. The flowers of both
varieties looked great as a cut flower in a
vase.

Lava Lamp 10fririnirs © @
So. of the Border  9iriririris © SE

Lava Lamp had darker, bolder colors of red
and orange. You noticed them more in the
garden. Both varieties germinated quickly,
were healthy, and had many flowers. South of
the Border bloomed a couple weeks earlier.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

This was our
most popular
flower trial.
Both of the
mixes received
high ratings
from
gardeners.

]
Best tall,
mixed dahlia
zinnia
varieties
Top choice

Benary’s
Giant

Strong
performers
California
Giants
Cut and
Come
Again
Dessert
Giant Dahlia
Oklahoma
State Fair
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Prefer Lava Lamp (continued)

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border ® SE

Lava Lamp had much larger plants and
tflowers compared to South of the Border.

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border © SE

I loved both varieties. Lava Lamp plants
were taller. Lava Lamp flowers were more
impressive as cut flowers compared to the
tflowers of South of the Border. The colors of
South of the Border were more exotic.

Lava Lamp © @
So. of the Border © SE

Both varieties bloomed fully well into
Octobet. Lava Lamp bloomed first. The
colors of both varieties were pleasing, bright
and cheerful. The plants were strong and
handled the wind well despite being quite
tall.

Lava Lamp © @
So. of the Border © SE

Lava Lamp is an overall great choice with
strong stems and gorgeous blooms. Some
plants were over 3 feet tall. The flowers of
Lava Lamp had intense and beautiful
colors—oranges/yellows/reds. South of the
Border had multicolored blooms. I had so
many butterflies on the flowers in this trial.

Lava Lamp ® @
So. of the Border ® NC

I was not a fan of these tall zinnias. Lava
Lamp had bigger blossoms and maybe
slightly more of them.

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border © NC

Both varieties did great with minimum
maintenance. The plants were healthy and
their stems were sturdy. Lava Lamp
germinated better and had more flowers.
Both varieties were beautifull They had
unique coloring and overall appearances.
The bicolor of South of the Border was cool.
Both varieties did well as cut flowers.
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Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border © NC

Both varieties produced very well and their
flowers had beautiful colors.

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border © SC
Lava Lamp flowers were slightly larger,
slightly prettier, and lasted longer as cut

flowets.
i . Both of the

ava Lamp - .
So. of the Border @ sc  Mixeswere
Lava Lamp 1s a great “cut and bloom again” easy to grow,
variety. The plants grew 4 to 5 feet tall. bloomed
They were healthier, bloomed eatlier and prolifically and
produced mote flowers compated to South made
of the Bon.ler. I had a great time sharing these wonderful cut
tflowers with neighbors.

flowers.

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border ® SC

Lava Lamp made the best bouquets! Its
colors were stunning,

Lava Lamp
So. of the Border

Lava Lamp produced more flowers.

© &
®

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border © SC

Lava Lamp bloomed eatlier and looked
more attractive in the garden. South of the
Border produced more blooms. The flowers
of both varieties were long lasting;

Lava Lamp © &
So. of the Border © NW

It was easy to care for these varieties. The
longevity of their blooms was amazing. The
colors of Lava Lamp were so deep and rich,
but the blooms of both varieties showed
stunning depths of color.

Lava Lamp © @
So. of the Border © SwW
Lava Lamp had larger flowers making it
more attractive in the garden and as a cut
tlower. South of the Border had more colors
than red and yellow.
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Prefer Lava Lamp (continued)

Lava Lamp 10 © &
So. of the Border 8 © SwW
Both varieties grew well in my garden this
yeat. They wete very colorful and

beautiful—even now in fall. Lava Lamp
plants were healthier.

Prefer South of the Border

Lava Lamp 8 © &
So. of the Border 9 © MN

Both varieties grew well. South of the Border
had a better color combination.

Lava Lamp 8 ® -
So. of the Border 9 © NE

Sonth of the Border bloomed earlier and had a
greater variety of colors.

Lava Lamp 8 © |
So. of the Border 9 © NE

The blooms of South of the Border had more
color variation; some were bicolored. Lava
Lamp bloomed a couple days eatlier.

Lava Lamp 7 ® @
So. of the Border 8 © SE

South of the Border had more red flowers.
That’s my favorite colot!

Lava Lamp 9 © &
So. of the Border 10 © SE

Sonth of the Border had smaller plants and
mote colorful flowers. Its flowers lasted
longer as a cut flowers compared to the

tlowers of Lava Lamp.

Lava Lamp 7
So. of the Border 9

© &
© SE
Both varieties were nice and performed
well. South of the Border germinated better
(53 plants versus 38 plants for Lava Lamp).
I liked the color display better on South of
the Border. 1t had yellow and red blooms that
looked a little like blanketflower in addition
to the red, pink and yellows. Lava Lanmp had
more deep-red and orange flowers which
were nice too.
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Lava Lamp 7 © &
So. of the Border 8 © SE
The flowers of South of the Border had a
better color variation. Lava Lamp had so

many orange and yellow blooms. Lava Lamp
plants were taller.

Lava Lamp 9 © -
So. of the Border 10 © SE

These varieties were very much alike!

The plants
Lava Lamp 8 © & were strong
So. of the Border 9 © SE and handled
Both varieties were beautiful. South of the the wind
Border produced slightly more flowers. despite being
Lava Lamp 7 © & tall.
So. of the Border 8 © NC

Less than 50% of the seeds of both
varieties germinated. South of the Border
bloomed on July 29, 10 days earlier than
Lava Lamp. Sonth of the Border looked more

attractive.

Lava Lamp 8 © @
So. of the Border 9 © NC

Both varieties looked great. South of the
Border had the first flowers, more flowers
and filled in better.

Lava Lamp 9
So. of the Border 10

© &
© NC
Both varieties were great. They had very
pretty blooms that attracted butterflies. I
could find more flowers that I thought
prettiest and that I wanted to cut when I
went out to pick bouquets in the South of the

Border row.
Lava Lamp 6 ® @
So. of the Border 9 © SC

I really liked the bicolor flowers of South of
the Border. 1t produced more flowers and its

stems stayed upright. Lava Lamp had about

25% germination.

Lava Lamp 9 © @
So. of the Border 10 © SC

The colots of South of the Border flowers
were very vibrant!
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Prefer South of the Border
(continued)

Lava Lamp 7HECE © -
So. of the Border 9 © SC

Both varieties were nice. South of the Border
had larger flowers.

Lava Lamp 811 1O @
So. of the Border 9 © SC

Both varieties were outstanding; I could
hardly tell them apart. All had great stems
for cut flower arranging. South of the Border
germinated better and bloomed eatlier.

Lava Lamp 9 © &
So. of the Border 10 1 © SC

1 preferred South of the Border because 1 liked
its colors best. I really liked the flowers with
yellow tips and red inside. Both varieties did
very well in my garden and both made
wonderful cut flowers. I made several
bouquets for friends, and they all loved the
colors.

Lava Lamp S ORN i |
So. of the Border  97rT © NW

The colors of the South of the Border flowers
were just prettier.

Lava Lamp 9 © |
So. of the Border 10 O NW
These varieties were very similar. They had

very pretty blooms. South of the Border had

some unique colors.

Lava Lamp 7 © &
So. of the Border 10 r © NW

Both varieties were pretty. South of the Border
plants were taller and grew better.

Lava Lamp 6 ® I
So. of the Border 877 P © SW

South of the Border flowers had a greater
variety of flower colors and shapes. South of
the Border flowers held up better as cut
flowers. Lava Lamp germinated better and
bloomed eatliet.

Lava Lamp 9 © @
So. of the Border 10 r © SW

Both varieties were amazing, South of the
Border blooms seemed to last a bit longer
than those of Lava Lamp.

Lava Lamp S 'O @
So. of the Border 10 1 © SD
Both had beautiful flowers with a nice
variety of colors. Germination was better on

South of the Border and therefore blooms
were thicker and fuller.

No Preference

Lava Lamp 10 ' © @
So. of the Border 10 1 © SE
Both varieties did very well.

Lava Lamp o © &
So. of the Border ~ 971riri © SD

Both varieties were beautiful! Their only
difference was their colors.

Conclusions

This was our most popular flower trial. The
colots of both mixes were bold, warm and
bright. Both of the mixes received high
ratings for gardeners. The mixes were easy
to grow, bloomed prolifically and made
wonderful cut flowers. The plants were
strong and handled the wind despite being
tall. South of the Border bloomed earlier at
more sites. This mix had a greater variety of
colors including some bicolors.
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South of the

Border
bloomed

earlier at more
sites. This mix
had a greater

variety of
colors

including some

bicolors.
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Zinnia, Fruity Dessert

Varieties

Fruity Beauty

80 days. Vibrant blend of Canary Bird, Coral
Beanty and Orange King zinnias. Grows 36—48
inches.

Peach Cobbler

80 days. A refreshing mix of Canary Bird,
Pink Luminosa, Coral Beanty and Orange King.
Grows 36—48 inches.

Data

Gardeners at 22 sites submitted information.
Fruity Peach

Trait Beauty Cobbler Same

Germinated best 21% 21% 58%

Healthier plants 37 5 58

Bloomed earlier 26 37 37

More blooms 26 16 58

Prettier in garden 44 28 28
Better cut flower 19 13 69

Preference 53 47
Recommend 89 89
Mean score! 8.47 8.21
Median score' 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Fruity Beauty

Fruity Beauty 9t © -
Peach Cobbler 7iriririris & NE
Fruity Beanty had more flowers, much bigger
flowers, and was more attractive. It

germinated better and its plants were
healthier.

Fruity Beauty — 87riririris © 1]
Peach Cobbler  6iriririris © NE
The blooms of Fruity Beaunty were larger and

more vibrant. Its plants were healthier. Peach
Cobbler bloomed first.

Fruity Beauty ~ 9triririris © &

Peach Cobbler 8triririr: © SE
These varieties were similar but the flowers
of Fruity Beanty had more vibrant colors.

Fruity Beauty
Peach Cobbler

Fruity Beanty bloomed 2-3 days earlier.
These varieties created a haven for

10¥rdrdrdrd © 1]
omrdaEl © SE

monarchs! It was so much fun watching the
pollinators! The color in my garden was
fabulous and lasted a long time.

Fruity Beauty 107 © 1]
Peach Cobbler  81riririris © NC
I loved both of these varieties. Both
varieties germinated quickly, grew well and
looked great. Fruity Beanty had the first

flowers and more flowers.

Fruity Beauty  91riririris © &
Peach Cobbler  8riririris © NC
Peach Cobbler bloomed on July 23, 4 days

carlier than Fruity Beauty. Peach Cobbler had
more flower stalks that fell over.

Fruity Beauty 107t © 1]
Peach Cobbler 9iriririris © SC

I liked the colors of Fruity Beanty bettet, but
both varieties were beautiful!

Fruity Beauty 107 © &
Peach Cobbler  81riririris © SC
I loved the beautiful colors of these

varieties. They added beautiful color to the

garden and attracted bees. Fruity Beauty
lasted a little longer as a cut flower.
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Gardeners
enjoyed both
mixes. They
germinated
quickly, grew
well, and
looked
spectacular.

Best tall,
mixed dahlia
zinnia
varieties
Top choice

Benary’s
Giant

Strong
performers
California
Giants
Cut and
Come
Again
Dessert
Giant Dahlia
Oklahoma
State Fair
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Prefer Fruity Beauty (continued)

Fruity Beauty 1077771 r © 1]
Peach Cobbler 7777 ®) NW

Fruity Beauty was a taller variety so it had
longer, better stems for cutting.

Fruity Beauty 877 ) &
Peach Cobbler 57 ® SW
Fruity Beanty was healthier, bloomed eatlier,

produced more flowers and was a better cut
flower.

Prefer Peach Cobbler
Fruity Beauty = 771077 © 1]
Peach Cobbler  91rirt © NE

Peach Cobbler flowers had more color
variation. Its plants were taller and stronger.
Some Fruity Beanty plants split and tipped
over in the wind.

Fruity Beauty ST ® 3
Peach Cobbler 61770 ®) SE

Peach Cobbler was a better cut flower. Its
blooms were bigger and I preferred its

colots.
Fruity Beauty OHrir ®) 3
Peach Cobbler 1077717 r © NC

Zinnias are one of my favorite flowers to
plant in my garden. Both of these varieties
were beautiful and very productive. 1
preferred the colors of Peach Cobbler.

Fruity Beauty 9N © &

Peach Cobbler 1077 r © SC
I loved both of these varieties. Fruity Beauty
bloomed first, but Peach Cobbler produced

more flowers.

Fruity Beauty S5 © )
Peach Cobbler 8711 P © SC
Peach Cobbler flowers were more brilliant and

its stems did not lay down. Neither variety’s
flowers lasted very long in the vase.

Fruity Beauty 817 i © i
Peach Cobbler  97r7rT ®) SC

Both varieties were excellent. They created a
spectacular showing along our garden shed.
They had continuous blooms right up until
they froze in late October and the bees
loved them. Peach Cobbler seemed to handle
being short on water a little bit better when
we were out of town during hot weather.
They also withstood very strong winds in a
storm a little better than Fruity Beanty.

Fruity Beauty OHr i ®) 1]
Peach Cobbler 1077717 r © SC

The flowers of Peach Cobbler were just a little
more vibrant.

Fruity Beauty 877 Gy 1]
Peach Cobbler — 91riry © SC

More seeds of Peach Cobbler germinated.
Peach Cobbler had lots of beautiful blooms
with varying sizes.

Fruity Beauty 877 ) 1]
Peach Cobbler 1077t r © SW

Both varieties germinated at a high
percentage. Peach Cobbler looked so pretty in
the garden. Its flowers had beautiful, less
traditional colors.

Conclusions

Gardeners enjoyed both mixes. They
germinated quickly, grew well, and looked
spectacular all summer. These mixes contain
many of the same varieties, and they
performed similarly. The flowers of Fruity
Beauty were especially vibrant while the
flowers of Peach Cobbler came in a greater
variety of pleasing colors. Both mixes
attracted lots of pollinators.
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These mixes
performed
similarly. The
flowers of
Fruity Beauty
were
especially
vibrant while
the flowers of
Peach Cobbler
cameina
greater variety
of pleasing
colors.
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Zinnia, Pink

Varieties

Blushing Bride

80 days. Charming blend of Po/ar Bear and
Pink Luminosa. Big blooms for bouquets.
Grows 36-48 inches.

Strawberry Parfait

80 days. Mix of Ire Queen (bi-color rose/
white), Polar Bear and Rose varieties. Grows

36—48 inches.

Data
Gardeners at 48 sites submitted information.

Blush. Strawb.

Trait Bride Parfait Same
Germinated best 26% 13% 61%
Healthier plants 35 19 46
Bloomed earlier 24 32 43
Mote blooms 33 25 42

Prettier in garden 33 22 44
Better cut flower 23 18 59

Preference 57 43
Recommend 83 83
Mean score! 8.15 7.78
Median score' 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Blushing Bride

Blushing Bride 7YY
Strawberry Parfait  67r7ris

r O @&
F © MN

These varieties were very similar, but
Blushing Bride was a little more attractive.

Blushing Bride O
Strawberry Parfait 277

°©m
i ® NE
Seeds were sown indoors under lights.
Blushing Bride produced 19 plants; Strawberry
Parfait produced 11 plants. Blushing Bride was
the most attractive vatiety. It exhibited
bushier, darker green foliage and a greater
vatiety of plants with white and various
shades of pink-colored blooms. These
flowers were about 3 inches across with
double and semi-double blooms.

Blushing Bride

oriririrls © g
Strawberry Parfait 81riririris © NE

Both varieties were very healthy and tall.
Blushing Bride had very vibrant blooms in a
variety of pink shades.

Blushing Bride SHEHEETT © -
i © SE
Strawberry Parfait had fuller flowers, but

Strawberry Parfait 710701

Blushing Bride was more attractive all around.

Blushing Bride
Strawberry Parfait  81ririris

1ondaEaw © @
1 © SE
Blushing Bride had better germination and a
more even stand. Both varieties were very
showy and pretty. They produced many
blooms and continued through fall. They
attracted a lot of monarch butterflies.

Blushing Bride OTrTrTrTrT
Strawberry Parfait — 77r9rir

© @
1 ® SE
Blushing Bride produced larger flowers with
longer stems than Strawberry Parfait. Both
vatieties looked good in the garden.

Blushing Bride 6TITres
Strawbertry Parfait 5717701

r O @&
F® SE

Blushing Bride was more attractive in the
garden and was a better cut flower. Actually
the white was my favorite bloom color.

Blushing Bride STTTrTrTr
Strawberry Parfait — 7709rir

"o m
F© SE

Blushing Bride had very unique blooms.
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Both mixes
were very
showy and
pretty.

]
Best tall,
mixed dahlia
zinnia
varieties
Top choice

Benary’s
Giant

Strong
performers
California
Giants
Cut and
Come
Again
Dessert
Giant Dahlia
Oklahoma
State Fair
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Prefer Blushing Bride (continued)

© m
© NC

Blushing Bride 7
Strawberry Parfait 5
Blushing Bride germinated better and
bloomed earlier. Its flowers were very nice.

Deer ate over half of the Strawberry Parfait
plants but left the Blushing Bride plants alone.

Blushing Bride 10 © -
© NC

Blushing Bride produced more flowers and its

Strawberry Parfait 8

flowers were larger.

Blushing Bride 10
Strawberry Parfait 9

© &
© NC
Both varieties had a near 100% germination
rate. They were so beautiful! They had a
great variety of types of blooms and colors.
Blushing Bride produced a better succession
of flowers once the first blooms were cut.

Blushing Bride 10
Strawberry Parfait 9

°m
© NC
Both performed very well in the garden.
These varieties had neatrly 100%
germination, good growth (once the weather
warmed up in July), and very little pest/
disease problems. We liked the color of
Blushing Bride slightly more than the color of
Strawberry Parfait.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 8

© &
© sC
These flower mixes were difficult to tell
apart. Blushing Bride bloomed early enough
that my daughter could show them as cut
flowers for 4-H at the county fair.

Blushing Bride 10
Strawberry Parfait 9

© &
© sC
The plants of both varieties were healthy
and large. Blushing Bride bloomed eatlier,
produced more flowers and had bigger

flowers.
Blushing Bride 10 ®) i
Strawberry Parfait 9 © sC

Blushing Bride was healthier.
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Blushing Bride 10
Strawberry Parfait 8

© @
© SsC
I planted these varieties in rough, crumbly
soil and they received not much water. They
still grew welll Blushing Bride had stronger
plants and bigger blooms.

Blushing Bride 10
Strawberry Parfait 6

© &
® sC

Blushing Bride had large, colorful and strong

plants. They were very healthy even in the Most

drought. Strawberry Parfait plants were gardeners

sparser and not as productive. preferred

Blushing Bride 8 © @ BIUSh’.ng B".de'

Strawberry Parfait 6 © sw  Blushing Bride

Blushing Bride had more and fuller flowers. grew robustly,
and its blooms

Blushing Bride 9 © & had a blend of

Strawberry Parfait 8 © SW  goftand

Blushing Bride germinated first and bloomed charming

first. colors.

Blushing Bride 10 © -

Strawberry Parfait 2 ® SW

Strawberry Parfait sustained more damage
from the hailstorm on May 29. Its stems
laid over and produced fewer blooms.
Blushing Bride plants stayed upright and
produced great flowers.

Prefer Strawberry Parfait

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

°m
© MN
I loved both varieties. They bloomed at the
same time and produced well. Their flowers
were beautifull

Blushing Bride 8 © -
Strawberry Parfait 10 © NE

Strawberry Parfait had more flowers and had
more variety of color among its flowers.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

© &
© NE
I liked the colors of Strawberry Parfait better.
I appreciated the few dark pink flowers in
the mix. Both varieties germinated well and
were healthy. The plants of both varieties
had a good, bushy shape and produced

flowers all summet.
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Prefer Strawberry Parfait
(continued)

Blushing Bride 3
Strawberry Parfait 9

® @
© SE

Strawberry Parfait was beautiful in my garden.
It was supetior for all traits.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

© &
© SE
I loved these zinnias because of the ombré
shading of the petals with some of the
blooms. The plants grew well and had a
great show of multiple blooms! I preferred
the Strawberry Parfait colors as its pinks were
a bit more intense.

Blushing Bride 8
Strawberry Parfait 9

© &
© SE
I loved both of these varieties! They were
beautiful zinnias! S#rawberry Parfait bloomed
first and produced more flowers.

Blushing Bride 6
Strawberry Parfait 8

N
© SE
I preferred the colors of Strawberry Parfait. 1t
was mote attractive. Blushing Bride bloomed
first and produced more flowers.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

°©m
© SE
Strawberry Parfait bloomed about 2 days
ahead of Blushing Bride. ’'m not a big fan of
white/pale zinnias so I preferred Strawberry
Parfait for its color. These varieties were very
similar otherwise.

Blushing Bride 5
Strawberry Parfait 6

® &
® NC
These varieties did not grow as well as
previous zinnias I have tried. Their flower
colors were kind of blah. Strawberry Parfait
grew better.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

°m
© sC

The colors of Strawberry Parfait flowers were
brighter, but both varieties were pretty.

Blushing Bride 7
Strawberry Parfait 9

© &
© sC
1 was happier with S#rawberry Parfait. 1t
germinated better, was healthier and
bloomed first. Blushing Bride produced more
flowers.

Blushing Bride 8
Strawberry Parfait 9

°m
© sC

Both varieties were nice and colorful.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

©m
© NW

Strawberry Parfait was a better cut flower.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

© &
© NW
These zinnias were a very bright addition to
my garden. I preferred the colors of
Strawberry Parfait.

Blushing Bride 3
Strawberry Parfait 7

® @
© SW
Strawberry Parfait plants were larger and

produced more flower buds than Blushing
Bride.

Blushing Bride 9
Strawberry Parfait 10

°m
© SW
Strawberry Parfait had a very nice, variegated
white/red bloom that was my favorite. Its
plants lasted longer. This trial was grown in a
hoop house. They are still growing and
blooming as of October 30. Plants grew
taller than me (some almost 6 feet tall). I
have to figure out how to trellis them since
they fall over when they are that tall.

No Preference

Blushing Bride 7
Strawberry Parfait 7

°m
© SE
Both of the varieties had lots of foliage and
not many blossoms. Perhaps there was a
lack of sunlight in this area of the yard due
to shade caused by the house next doot. I
preferred the colors of Blushing Bride blooms
compared to the colors of Strawberry Parfait
blooms.
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The colors of
Strawberry
Parfait flowers
were brighter
and more
intense.
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No Preference (continued) Conclusions
Blushing Bride 10firdrirdr © @ Both mixes were very showy and pretty. The  The plants
Strawberry Parfait 107riririrds © NC plants were tall and healthy, producing many were tall and
These were both wonderful varieties. They blooms all summer through fall.. Most . healthy,
both germinated well and produced man gardeners preferred Blushing Bride. Blushing g
. o many Bride grew robustly, and its blooms had a producing
flowers. I really enjoyed these varieties and blend of soft and charmi lors. Th bl
will continue to grow them in the future! cnc of sottand cha 'ng COTOTS. L hE many biooms
colors of Strawberry Parfait flowers were all summer
e brighter and more intense.
Blushing Bride sy © g 8 through fall.
Strawberry Parfait  8¥riririris © SW
These varieties were quite similar.
Blushing Bride 2% O &
Strawberry Parfait 277 i ® SD
These varieties did not do well at all. Neither
one flowered!
Key to Site Reports Garden types Locations
(reports are presented from g = Organic MN = Minnesota
east to west) [f = Uses inorganic fertilizers NE = Northeast
% = Uses inorganic pesticides SE = Southeast
Recommendation - = Not specified NC = North Central
Ratings to other gardeners NC NE SC = South Central
(yes or no) Garden type NW = Northwest
(1to 10) N < SW = Southwest
Variety A Wiy © & MB = Manitoba
Variety B T ® NC SK = Saskatchewan

B’ produced higher yields but was tasteless.

‘Variety A’ germinated better and producedR Location
the first harvest. We loved its taste. “Variety

X Comments

SD = South Dakota
MT = Montana

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024
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Zinnia, Pumple and Yellow Dessert

Varieties

Blueberry Cheesecake

80 days. Mix of purple, white and lavender
varieties. Great for bouquets. Attractive to
pollinators. Grows 36—48 inches.

Lemon Meringue

80 days. A blend of yellow, lime-green and
white varieties. Semi-double to double
blooms. Grows 36—48 inches.

Data

Gardeners at 42 sites submitted information.

Blueb. Lemon

Trait Cheese.Meringue Same
Germinated best 38% 13% 50%
Healthier plants 23 17 60
Bloomed earlier 27 30 43
More blooms 27 33 40

Prettier in garden 45 19 35
Better cut flower 37 16 47

Preference 66 34
Recommend 91 78
Mean score! 8.47 7.81
Median score' 9.00 8.00

'Rated from 1 to 10; 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

Prefer Blueberry Cheesecake

Blueberry Cheese. 107700 © 4
giriririris © MN
Both vatieties germinated well. Their plants
were healthy with no insect or disease
damage. The varieties bloomed at the same
time and produced a lot of flowers. The
tflowers wete big, full and pretty. The flowers
had strong stems and lasted 1 week or

Lemon Meringue

longer in a vase after cutting. Blueberry
Cheesecake stood out in the garden because it
grew taller and its colors were beautiful.

omEEEL © -

sEirdririy ® NE
Blueberry Cheesecake germinated better and its
plants were healthier. It bloomed earlier, had

Blueberry Cheese.
Lemon Meringue

more flowers and looked more attractive.
Lemon Meringne flowers were mostly white.

oriririr

Blueberry Cheese. 1O &

gy © NE
Both were nice and showed good vigor. I
petsonally liked the Blueberry Cheesecake

colors better.

Lemon Meringue

Blueberry Cheese. 107 Himis © QX
Lemon Meringue — 6Triririris @ NE
Blueberry Cheesecake bloomed first and had
more flowers. Overall, Blueberry Cheesecake
just did better.
Blueberry Cheese. 9Wiininss © [@
sEEEiy © NE
Both varieties looked very nice, but I loved
the colots of Blueberry Cheesecakel

Lemon Meringue

Blueberry Cheese. 107790 © 4
rirdrrlr © SE
Although it bloomed later, Blueberry
Cheesecake flowers appeared to be more
robust. They were beautiful. Lemon Meringue
plants grew 5.8 inches taller. The plants of
both varieties were strong and healthy.

Lemon Meringue 977

Blueberry Cheese.  810irininis © 4
3T ® SE

I loved the colots of Blueberry Cheesecate.

Lemon Meringue
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Both varieties
produced loads
of beautiful
flowers all
summer long.

]
Best tall,
mixed dahlia
zinnia
varieties
Top choice

Benary’s
Giant

Strong
performers
California
Giants
Cut and
Come
Again
Dessert
Giant Dahlia
Oklahoma
State Fair
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Prefer Blueberry Cheesecake
(continued)

Blueberry Cheese. 9
Lemon Meringue 8

© &
© SE
Both varieties performed well and looked
nice. It just comes down to your personal
preference on the flowers. Although the
yellow, white and some light green flowers
of Lemon Meringne were nice, I loved the
purplish and creamy white combination of
Blueberry Cheesecake. Blueberry Cheesecatke
germinated slightly better, but both
germinated well and had healthy plants.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 9

© @
© NC
Both varieties had gorgeous plants/flowers. I
received many compliments. Blueberry
Cheesecake produced more flowers.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 9

© &
© SsC
I loved the colors and size of the Blueberry
Cheesecake flowers! They gave a bigger pop
of color. Its stems stayed upright. The
germination and health of both varieties
were great!

Blueberry Cheese. 10 © @
Lemon Meringue 9 © SC

I liked the colors of Blueberry Cheesecake best.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 9

°©m
© sC
The flowers of these varieties were beautiful
and abundant. Their leaves had brown spots
probably from the more wet year and the
plants were spaced quite close together. 1
liked the colots of Blueberry Cheesecake better.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 9

© &
© sC

Blueberry Cheesecake germinated slightly better.
Both varieties produced loads of beautiful
tlowers all summer long;

Blueberry Cheese. 8
Lemon Meringue 7

© &
® SC
Blueberry Cheesecake plants had fewer brown
spots.

Blueberry Cheese. 9
Lemon Meringue 8

© @
© SsC
Blueberry Cheesecake flowers were fuller and 1
liked its colots. Lenmon Meringne plants were a
little taller and bloomed eatlier.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 9

©m
© NW
Both varieties produced beautiful, multicolor
flowers. I prefer the colors of Blueberry
Cheesecake.

Blueberry Cheese. 8
Lemon Meringue 6

© @
® NW
The blooms of both varieties were beautiful.
Blueberry Cheesecake had taller stems for
cutting and more blooms overall.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 9

°m
© SW
Blueberry Cheesecake had a 90% germination
rate compared to 75% for Lemon Meringue.
Plants of both varieties grew 4.0—4.5 feet
tall and resisted wind damage. Lemon
Meringne bloomed 1 week earlier. Both
varieties had lots of blooms per plant. Bees,
hummingbirds, butterflies and moths
enjoyed them all summer. Their flowers
were gorgeous when cut and lasted 7-10
days in a vase. I really liked the purple and
blue shades of Blueberry Cheesecate.

Blueberry Cheese. 10
Lemon Meringue 8

© &
© SW

Blueberry Cheesecake had bigger and more
flowers.

Blueberry Cheese. 9 © &
Lemon Meringue 5 ®
Blueberry Cheesecake had taller plants.

Blueberry Cheese. 9 © &
Lemon Meringue 6 © SD

High temperatures and high winds in early
June decimated the plants. Only three Lemon
Meringue plants and seven Blueberry Cheesecake
plants survived. Blueberry Cheesecake plants
were far stronger, fuller and bloomed a
week earlier. There were two to three
tlowers per plant for Blueberry Cheesecake
compared to one flower per plant for Lenon
Meringue.
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Gardeners
loved the
purple,
lavender and
white colors of
Blueberry
Cheesecake.
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Prefer Lemon Meringue

Blueberry Cheese. 3
Lemon Meringue 4

® &
® SE
Both varieties were disappointing. Blueberry
Cheesecake was almost entirely white. At least
with the Lemon Meringne there were two
colors.

Blueberry Cheese. 8
Lemon Meringue 9

© m
© SE
These ate both wonderful varieties. Lemon
Meringne bloomed more prolifically. The
blooms, though, did not last as long as those
of Blueberry Cheesecake. We had a
hummingbird pair, monarchs and
swallowtails along with bees all taking turns
at one Blueberry Cheesecake bloom for well
over a week. It was incredible. I've never
seen one bloom be so popular across species

for so long,
Blueberry Cheese. 8 © &
Lemon Meringue 9 © SE

Both varieties were excellent! Lemzon Meringue
was slightly taller and produced more
flowers.

Blueberry Cheese. 8
Lemon Meringue 9

© @
© NC

Lemon Meringne had more blooms. The colors
of Blueberry Cheesecake wete really nice.

Blueberry Cheese. 8
Lemon Meringue 9

© &
© NC

Both varieties were very pretty. The flowers
of Lemon Meringne were fuller.

Blueberry Cheese. 6
Lemon Meringue 9

°m
© NC
Lemon Meringne bloomed eatrlier, produced
more flowers and showed a greater variety
of colors.
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Blueberry Cheese. 8
Lemon Meringue 9

© @&
© sC

Lemon Meringne had fuller, bigger blooms
that made nice bouquets. Blueberry Cheesecake
had a stunning, vibrant purple color.

Blueberry Cheese. 6 ® &
Lemon Meringue 8 © SC

Lemon Meringne had bigger blooms.

Blueberry Cheese. 9 © & Lemon

Lemon Meringue 10 © SsC Meringue had
Lemon Meringue had a nice variety of yellow, full, large
yellow-green and white flowers. Blueberry blooms with
Cheesecake only produced white flowers. Both sturdy stems.

varieties made wonderful cut flowers.

Blueberry Cheese. 5
Lemon Meringue 6

© &
© NW
The plants of both varieties were strong and
sturdy. Their flowers were beautiful.
Blueberry Cheesecake bloomed first. Lemon
Meringne flowers were fuller and more
attractive in summer, but further into
autumn Blueberry Cheesecake went ahead of it.

Blueberry Cheese. 5
Lemon Meringue 7

S
© SW
Lemon Meringne plants looked fuller and
stronger. Lemon Meringne produced more
flowers, looked mote attractive and smelled
better. Planting marigolds in front of these
zinnia varieties made a great look together,
and I really enjoyed the depth it gave the
garden.

Conclusions

Both varieties produced loads of beautiful
flowers all summer long. Gardeners loved
the purple, lavender and white colors of
Blueberry Cheesecake. Lemon Meringue had full,
large blooms with sturdy stems. These mixes
attracted a lot of pollinators and made
wonderful cut flowers.
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Appendix 1

Welcome Letter

Dear Gardener,

Welcome to our research team! It will be fun
to work with you this summer. Enclosed are
the seeds you ordered. If you are missing
anything, please let me know. Let’s go over
some key points:

1. Each trial compares two varieties. You
must plant both varieties.

2. To make it a fair comparison, you need to
treat both varieties in the same
manner. They must get the same amount
of sunlight and general care (watering and

fertilizing).

3. We want to see how these varieties
perform under real home garden
situations. The packets have instructions
on how to sow your seeds, but you may
use your own gardening practices. For
example, I sow my cucumber seeds ina
row but you can plant them in hills if you
wish. It’s up to you.

4. When possible, grow the varieties for
each trial in rows near each other.
Look at the diagram (top right). Notice
the varieties being compared in the lettuce
and beet trials are grown next to each
other. In this way, they are most likely to
get the same amount of sunlight and care.

Cucumber, melon and pumpkin vines can
“run” and become intertwined. Try to
keep the vines of each variety within the
row so you do not get confused when
harvesting and evaluating each variety.

5. You have enough seeds to grow at least
10 feet of each variety. It’s okay if you
don’t have enough space for 10-foot
rows, but try to get a fair look at both
varieties.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials - 2024

NDSU

_%_ﬁ_____
<o ¢¢

va ¢¢
vE ¢

Lettuce 1
Lettuce 2

Beets 1
Beets 2

6. Use the plot labels that are enclosed.
This will help you remember which
variety is which. I strongly encourage you
to make a plot diagram after you are
done planting for your future reference
in case the plot labels get removed

accidentally (this happens with kids).

7. An example of a completed evaluation
form is enclosed. Use this as a guide to
help you when evaluating the varieties.

Let me know if you have any questions.
I’ll be happy to help.

Sincerely,

Thame o . T

Tom Kalb

Extension Horticulturist

2005 N. Kavaney Dr.., Suite A
Bismarck, ND 58501
tom.kalb@ndsu.edu

¢ ¢
TG -

EXTENSION

Welcome
to our
research
team!

More Info

Go to the ND
Home Garden
Variety Trials
website: www.
ag.ndsu.edu/
homegarden

varietytrials/
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Appendix 2

Example of Evaluation Form

Name: Jenny Gardener

2024 Trial #00 Date Sown: M2y 30
Did you use a chemical fertilizer (for example, 10—-10-10,

Ca ntalou pe Miracle-Gro)? No

Did you use a pesticide for insects or diseases? Yes
If yes, was it organic? Yes No

-] )
5| 8| €
. . 2| o &
Which variety: < | N[ ®| Comments
, Both had wnear 100% germination, but Zeus seedlings
Germinated best? X showed wore vigor
Had healthier plants? X Apollo vines turned gray in fall
he fi
P.rOducedt e hrst X Three days earlier than Zeus
ripe melons?
Prifgcedhlgher X Zeus produced 10 good wmelowns; Apollo produced only &
yields:
Had more attractive . .
melons? X Zeus had Llarger fruits and brighter orange flesh
Tasted better? X Zeus was heavenly; Apollo was not quite as sweet
Overall Performance Rating Apollo Zeus
Rate each variety on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 = poor and 5 = 5 9
good and 10 = excellent. Don ¥ give both a “10”. Be very critical!

Preference

Circle the variety you prefer. Don't circle both—rmake a choice! Apollo

Please state the reason(s) for your preference:

Zeus was outstanding. Good yields of large, sweet fruits. The vines looked healthy
all summer. Apollo ripened early, but the vines were weak and the melons tasted
bland.

Recommendation

Circle the varieties you recommend for North Dakota gardeners:

Apollo Both Neither
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Commons licenses specified by
the photographer, all allowing for
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building upon. Prefixes of photos
are www.flickr.com/photos/,
unless noted otherwise.
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laureenp/5042670724/. BEET:
Niccie King, .../whatniccieate/
9428003125/;
woodleywonderworks. .../
wwworks/7670932230/.
CARROT: congerdesign from
Pixabay; wal_172619 from
Pixabay; tnourse01, .../rnourse/
6818183683/. CORN: liz west,
.../ calliope/7564086796/;
shannonpatrickl7, .../
shannonpatrick17/2741977165/,
All-America Selections; judybaxter,
.../ judybaxter/3648260751/.
CUCUMBER: Timothy
Takemoto, .../nihonbunka/
12878137/; All-America
Selections; National Garden
Bureau; All-America Selections.
KOMATSUNA: 305 Seahill,
.../bluehillranch/11956510216/.
LETTUCE: All-America
Selections; Mercedes, .../
lawrencefarmersmarket/
2529145266/; Dwight Siplet, .../
photofarmer/4988502522/; B,
.../11561957@N06/
18349858178/. MELON:
Michelle Martin from Pixabay;
Hans Braxmeier from Pixabay.

OKRA: David Hoffman, /
universalpops/6528971651/.
PUMPKIN: ZakVTA, .../
isaachsieh/2974054622/; jjji56¢p,
.../25171569@N02/
10054547606/; All-America
Selections; wintersoull, .../
aquariawintersoul/5044457900/.
SQUASH: daosorio from
Pixabay; ilovebuttet, .../jdickert/
852904568/; Mike Licht, .../
notionscapital /12736528224 /; All-
America Selections; Inn from
Pixabay; Timothy Valentine, .../
el_ramon/51177043230/. SWISS
CHARD: looseends, .../
lunaspin/4703178869/.
TOMATO: All-America
Selections (2); Robert Otani, .../
treborinato/2625305989/.
WATERMELON: pasjal000
from Pixabay; All-America
Selections/. MARIGOLD: All-
America Selections.
SUNFLOWER: Swallowtail
Garden Seeds, .../
swallowtailgardenseeds/
48904648121/; All-America
Selections; Domiriel, .../domiriel/
7426033500/; Swallowtail Garden
Seeds, .../
swallowtailgardenseeds/
36472461145/, Janice Staines. .../
50282301@N07/15349938205/;
biwanoki, .../biwanoki/
23259185/; Uschi Dugulin from
Pixabay. ZINNIA: Urszula from
Pixabay; Martin LaBar, .../
martinlabar/48692804886/;
Teodor Buhl from Pixabay (2); Jan
Haerer from Pixabay.
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Smashicons, respectively, all from
flaticons.com.

Variety Descriptions

This is an academic report
published for educational
purposes only. No profits are
made in this program. The
descriptions of varieties in this
report were obtained from
information in catalogs of
numerous companies, including
Burpee, Fedco, Harris, High
Mowing, Johnny’s, Jordan, Jung,
Osborne, Prairie Road Organic,
Seedway, Stokes, Sunflower
Selections, Territorial, Urban
Farmer, Veseys, and Whaley. These
descriptions are used for
educational purposes only.
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Vegetable Cultivars

for North Dakota

2025

Selecting an
outstanding
cultivar can

lead to a
bountiful
garden.

Cultivar
selection
checklist:

\/ Early

maturity

Flavorful

\/, Resists

diseases

Productive
\I/Widely
adapted
(cool soil,
dry weather)

The finest cultivars will lead to the finest
gardens. North Dakota State University works
with over 200 gardeners every summer to
evaluate promising cultivars. The following
cultivars have excelled in these and other trials
in the Midwest:

ASPARAGUS. Jersey Giant, Jersey Knight,
Jersey Supreme, Millennium, Purple Passion.

BEAN. Bush: Annihilator, Antigua, Bush Blue
Lake 274, Crockett, Derby, Espada, Homerun,
Jade, Lewis, Pike, Provider, Purple Queen
Improved, Red Tail, Royal Burgundy, Serengeti,
Strike, Tendergreen Improved. Lima:
Fordhook 242, Eastland. Pole: Fortex, Monte
Gusto, Orient Wonder, Seychelles, Stringless
Blue Lake S-7. Soybean: Envy, Tohya. Wax:
Botsalino, Carson, Custard, Gold Rush.

BEET. Red: Bohan, Bull’s Blood, Cylindra,
Detroit Dark Red, Eagle, Early Wonder Tall
Top, Merlin, Red Ace, Red Cloud, Sweet
Dakota Bliss. Gold: Boldor, Burpee’s Golden,
Golden Boy, Touchstone Gold, Yellow Sunrise.

BROCCOLI. Green Magic, Gypsy.

CABBAGE. Chinese: Blues. Head: Early
Jersey Wakefield, Golden Acre, Ruby
Perfection, Stonehead.

CARROT. Orange: Baltimore, Bolero,
Candysnax, Caravel, Cupar, Goldfinger,
Hercules, Imperator 58, Laguna, Mokum,
Napoli, Naval, Negovia, New Kuroda, Scarlet
Nantes. Other: Gold Nugget, Purple Haze.

CAULIFLOWER. Amazing, Cheddar, Snow
Crown, Violet Queen.

CORN. Super Sweet: American Dream,
Anthem XR, Bolt, Catalyst, Enchanted, Icon,
Kate, Troubadour, Xtra-Tender 274A. Sugary
enhanced: Ambrosia, Bodacious RM,
Delectable, Luscious, Peaches & Cream, Sugar
Buns, Temptation. Synergistic: Allure, Cuppa
Joe, Honey Select, Sweetness. Ornamental:
Fiesta. Popcorn: Dakota Black.

CUCUMBER. Pickling: Calypso, Eureka,
Homemade Pickles, H-19 Little Leaf, Max Pack,
Super Max. Slicing: Bristol, Dasher II, Diva,
Fanfare, General Lee, Green Light, Mercury,
Muncher, Nokya, Orient Express 11, Raceway,
Raider, Salad Bush, Sashimi, Summer Dance,
Sweet Slice, Sweet Success, Tasty Green, Unagi.

EGGPLANT. Classic, Dusky, Fairy Tale,
Millionaire, Orient Express, Traviata.

GREENS. Green River, Hon Tsai Tai, Koji, Joi
Choi, Miz America, Mizuna, Mei Qing Choi,
Osaka Purple, Red Giant, Tatsoi, Tendergreen,
Tokyo Bekana, Vegetable Amaranth, Win-Win
Choi.

KALE. Black Magic, Dazzling Blue, Red Russian,
Russian Frills, Vates, Winterbor.

KOHIRABI. Eatly White Vienna, Kolibri,
Kossak, Winner Improved.

LETTUCE. Leaf: Bergam’s Green, Cervanek,
Merlot, New Red Fire, Red Sails, Red Salad Bowl,
Red Velvet, Royal Oakleaf, Slobolt, Starfighter,
Tropicana. Butterhead: Alkindus, Buttercrunch,
Nancy, Red Cross, Skyphos, Sweet Valentine.
Summer Crisp: Albachiara, Chrystal, Magenta,
Muir, Nevada, Pablo, Sierra. Romaine: Bluerock,
Crisp Mint, Fusion, Green Forest, Newham,
Starhawk, Sunland. Lollo: Dark Red Lollo Rossa.

MELON. Muskmelon: Aphrodite, Athena,
Dakota Sisters, Goddess, Solstice, Superstar.
Specialty: Arava, Earli-Dew, Passport, San Juan.



OKRA. Buffalo Bill 91, Candle Fire, Clemson
Spineless 80, Jambalaya.

ONION. Ailsa Craig, Candy, Patterson, Rossa
di Milano, Talon, Walla Walla.

PEA. Shell: Early Frosty, Green Arrow,
Khnight, Lincoln, Little Marvel, Maestro
Improved, Wando. Snap: Sugar Ann, Super
Sugar Snap. Snow: Avalanche, Oregon Giant,
Oregon Sugar Pod 11, Sweet Horizon.

PEPPER. Bell: Bell Boy, Dragonfly, Early
Sunsation, King of the North, Lunchbox Mix,
New Ace, North Star, Orange Blaze, Red
Knight. Frying/Roasting: Carmen,
Flamingo, Giant Marconi, Gypsy. Hot:
Cheyenne, Garden Salsa, Hot Paper Lantern,
Hungarian Hot Wax, Mariachi, Mucho Nacho,
PS11435807, Tiburon.

POTATO. Dark Red Norland, Kennebec,
Peter Wilcox, Purple Viking, Red Gold, Satina,
Superior, Yukon Gem, Yukon Gold.

PUMPKIN. Jack-o’-lantern: Autumn Gold,
Bellatrix, Cargo, Cronus, Harly Dakota
Howden, Early Giant, Early King, Gladiator,
Howden, Large Marge, Magic Lantern, Neon,
Orange Smoothie, Warty Goblin. Giant: Big
Moose, Dill’s Atlantic Giant, Polar Bear.
Ornamental: Abominable, Blaze, Casperita,
Jack Be Little, Blue Doll, Porcelain Doll.

RADISH. Amethyst, Bacchus, Champion,
Cherry Belle, Easter Egg 11, French Breakfast,
Pretty in Pink, Red Head, Rover, Roxanne,
Sora, White Icicle.

RUTABAGA. American Purple Top.

SPINACH. Avon, Bloomsdale Long Standing,
Emperor, Escalade, Gazelle, Kookaburra,
Lizard, Melody, Olympia, Red Kitten, Space,
SV2146VB, Tyee.

SQUASH, SUMMER. Crookneck: Gentry,
Sundance. Scallop: Flying Saucer, Sunburst.
Straightneck: Butterfingers, Fortune,
Multipik, Slick Pik YS 26, Zephyr. Zucchini:
Cashflow, Desert, Dunja, Gold Rush, Green
Machine, Green Tiger, Mexicana, Payload,
Portofino, Raven, Spineless Beauty, Yellowfin.

SQUASH, WINTER. Acorn: Autumn
Delight, Black Bellota, Carnival, Table Ace,
Table King. Buttercup: Bonbon, Burgess,
Uncle David’s Dakota Dessert. Butternut:

NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, color, gender expression/
identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, participation in lawful off-campus activity, physical
or mental disability, pregnancy, public assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal

Butterbaby, Butterscotch, Eatly Butternut,
Granite, Waltham. Delicata: Cornell’s Bush
Delicata, Zeppelin. Other: Blue Magic, Delica,
Pinnacle, Primavera, Red Kuri, Sunshine,
Speckled Hound, Sweet Mama.

SWEET POTATO. Beauregard.

SWISS CHARD. Bali, Bright Lights, Charbell,
Improved Rainbow, Lucullus, Oriole,
Peppermint, Ruby Red.

TOMATO. Small: Fargo Yellow Pear, Juliet,
Red Torch, Sungold, SunSugar, Supersweet
100. Fresh market: Big Beef Plus, Bush
Eatly Gitl, Celebrity Plus, Early Girl, Goliath,
Mountain Fresh Plus, Mountain Merit, Red
Deuce, Roadstet. Paste: Granadero, Roma
VE, Viva Italia. Heirloom: Brandywine,
Cherokee Purple, German Johnson, Manitoba,
Stupice, Wisconsin 55.

TURNIP. Hakurei, Purple Top White Globe,
Tokyo Cross.

WATERMELON. Seeded: Petite Yellow,
Sangtia, Stargazer, Sugar Baby, Sweet Dakota
Rose, Yellow Doll. Seedless: Sweet Dawn.

Seed Sources

The following is a sample of companies
offering seeds. This list is provided for
educational purposes only; no discrimination is
intended and no endorsement is implied. Many
of these companies offer free seed catalogs.
A.P. Whaley Seed, www.awhaley.com.

Baker Creek Seed, www.rareseeds.com.

Burpee Seed, www.burpee.com.

Fedco Seeds, www.fedcoseeds.com.

Gurney’s Seed and Nursery, www.gurneys.com.
Harris Seeds, www.harrisseeds.com.

High Mowing Seeds, www.highmowingseeds.com.
Johnny’s Selected Seeds, www.johnnyseeds.com.
Jordan Seeds, www.,jordanseeds.com.

Jung Seed, www.jungseed.com.

Osborne Seeds, www.osborneseed.com.

Pinetree Garden Seeds, www.superseeds.com.
Prairie Road Org. Seed, wwwi.prairieroadorganic.co.
Seed Savers Exchange, www.seedsavers.org,

Stokes Seeds, www.stokeseeds.com.

Territorial Seed, www.territorialseed.com.

True Leaf Market Seed, www.trueleafmarket.com.
Vesey’s Seeds, www.veseys.com.

NDSU

relationship to current employee, or veteran status, as applicable. Direct inquiries to Vice Provost, Title IX/

ADA Coordinator, Old Main 201, (701) 231-7708, ndsu.eocaa@ndsu.edu.

All gardeners
are invited to
join our team
of backyard
researchers.
Go to www.
ag.ndsu.edu/
homegarden
varietytrials/

Written by Tom
Kalb, Extension
Horticulturist,
North Dakota State
University, email:
tom.kalb@ndsu.edu.
The author gratefully
acknowledges the
efforts of over
1,000 gardeners in
North Dakota and
nearby states/
provinces who
evaluated these
cultivars.
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